CENTRE 
for 
REFORMATION 
and 
RENAISSANCE 
STUDIES 

VICTORIA 
UNIVERSITY 

TORONTO 



P A R AD I8 

L OST. 



PARADISE 

LOST, 

AS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED 

BY JOHN MILTON, 

BEING A FACSIMILE REPRODUCTION OF THE 

FIRST EDITION. 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION 

BY DAVID MASSON, M.A., LL.D., 
AUTHOR OF THE LIFE OF JOHN t'ILTONo 

LONDON : 
ELLIOT STOCK, 6z, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 

I877. 



,_F. & 



INTRODUCTION. 

HOUGH ready for the prefs in 1665, Paradife 
Loti was hOt publiflaed till two years afterwards. 
Milton, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, and in the 
fifteenth or fixteenth of his total blindnefs, was then 

refiding, with his third wife, and his three daught.ers 
by his firf wife, in Artillery Waik, near Bunhill Fieids, an 
obfcure fuburb of London, on the edge of that vaf ruin of ail 
the central parts of the City which had been caufed by the 
Great Fire of September, 666. The dif'curbance to bufinefs 
occafioned by that difafter, following fo clofely as it did on the 
Great Plague of 1665-6, may have had fomething to do with 
the delay of the publication. It was neceffary, moreover, that 
the manufcript fhould be fubmitted to the proper authorities for 
licence ; and the particular perron who had to grant the licence 
in this cale :--riz. the Rev. Thomas Tomkyns, M.A., minif'cer 
of the parifh of St. Mary Aldermary, and one of the chaplains 
of the Archbifhop of Canterbury--is laid to have hefitated over 
a work by fo notorious an old Republican and Anti-State- 
Churchman as Milton, and to have taken efpecial exception to 
one paffage in the Firft Book of the poem. The difiîculty was 
overcome, however ; and there f'dll exif'cs the a&ual copy of that 
Firlt Book as it had been fubmitted to Mr. Tomkyns, in the 
handwriting of one of Milton's amanuenfes or paid fcribes, vith 
the word "l»nprimatur " written by Mr. Tomkyns on the infide 
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of the firft leaf, and his fignature appended in full. It was with 
the copy fo licenfed that Milton went to his publiflaer. 
The publi(her was Samuel Symons, or Simmons, printer, 
whofe place of bufinefs was " next door to the Golden Lion in 
Alderfgate Street." He feems to bave been the fon or other 
near relative, and the fucceffor in bufinefs, of a Matthew Sire- 
ruons, who had been much employed in official pr!nting for the 
Commonwealth Government, and with whom in that way 
Milton, during his Latin Secretaryflaip to that Government, had 
had frequent dealings. Milton's Eikonoklafles of 648- 9 had 
been publi(hed by this Matthew Simmons; and fo, though 
there were not a few other publiflaers in London that had 
publi(hed for Milton at various rimes, it may have been more 
than chance that led Milton to Samuel Simmons with his 
Paradife Loti. One may fee now in the Britifla Mufeum the 
original agreement between them, of date April 7, 667, as 
kept by Simmons, with Milton's feal attached, and his fignature 
" JoHN MI.TON," written for him by proxy, and witneffed by 
a " John Fi(her" and by " Benjamin Greene, ferrant to Mr. 
Milton." In fubftance it was. as follows :--For £5 then paid 
down to Milton he handed over the licenfed manufcript to 
Simmons, with the ftipulation that he was to receive another £5 
when the fir " impreflïon," or edition, of the printed book 
flaould be fold off, a third £5 when the fecond " impreffion " 
flaould be fold off, and a fourth £5 when the third " impref- 
tion" flaould be fold off--each "impreflïon," or edition, to be 
counted as ,3oo copies, " retailed off to particular reading 
cuflomers," though (to leave a margin for prefentation copies) 
Simmons might print ,5oo. Altogether, if we convert the 
money of that time into its prefent equivalent, it was as if an 
author now were to receive £7 os. for the right to print, with 
a guarantee of the faine fum at the end of the fir edition, the 
faine at the end of the fecond, and the faine at the end of the 
third, each edition to confiR of ,3oo copies. As nothing was 
laid of any edition beyond the third, Milton may be fuppofed to 
have looked forward at the utmoft to a fale of 3,900 copies, out 
of 4,500 that might be printed, and to have parted with his 
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whole interefi in the-book to that extent for a fum equal to 
about Z'7 o now, one fourth paid in advance, and the reR left in 
profpe&. 
The printing of the book may have begun immediately 
after the agreement, for the regifiers of Stationers' Hall flaow 
this entry under the date Augufi o, 667 : " Mr. Sam. Symons 
entered for his copie, under the hands of Mr. Thomas Tomkyns 
and Mr. Warden Royfion, a Booke or Copie Intituled Paradife 
Loti, a Poem in Terme bookes, by J.M."  To complete the 
formality of regifiration, one of the Wardens of the Stationers' 
Company had to add his name to that of the oflîcial licencer of 
any book regifiered ; and Mr. Royfon, a notable RoyaliR book- 
relier of the day, whom Milton had had occafion to know 
well in the rime of his Secretaryflaip, was one of the Wardens 
that year. 
Not long after the date of this entry, and prefumably in or 
about O&ober, t667, Paradife Loti was out in London, and 
was to be obtained at the book-flaops by "particular reading 
cufiomers " at the price of 3 s. per copy ; which is as if a fimilar 
book now were to fell for IOS. 6d. The title-page, as pur- 
chafers then firfi cafi their eyes upon it, was in thefe words :-- 
" Parade loti. 1 Poem ICritten in Ten Books By Ïohn Mi#on. 
Licenfed and Entred according to Order. London Printed, and 
are to be fold [y Peter Parker under Creed Church neer lldgate ; 
lnd by Robert Boulter at the Uurks Head in Bifhopfgate-flreet ; 
lnd Matthias ICalker, under St. Dunflons Church in Fleet- 
flreet, 667." So in mere continuous type; but for the exa& 
look of this original title-page, and for the look of page after 
page of the ten books of the text in that original edition, down 
to the minutefi details of typography and Rationery, the reader 
is referred to the prefent facfimile. It is fo accurate a repro- 
du&ion, even to the printer's errata, that a perfon having it in 
his hands may, for that matter, imagine himfelf one of the firfi 
purchafers of the original, in O&ober or November, x667, who 
bas juflc left Mr. Parker's l'hop, near Aldgate, or Mr. Boulter's, 
in Bifhopfgate Street, or Mr. Walker's, in Fleet Street, with a 
frefh copy, and is turning over the leaves as he walks. Three 
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peculiarities of the book are now worth noting :--() The name 
of the real publifher and printer, Simmons, does not appear on 
the title-page, but only the names of three booksellers to whom 
he had firf configned copies. (2) There was no numerical 
paging, but only a head-line to each page noting the number of 
the current "Book " of thê poem, with a marginal numbering 
of the lines in tens. (3) There was no prefatory profe matter 
whatever, but one paffed at once from the title-page to the text 
of the poem. 
But the hiPcory of the firf edition of Paradife Loti does hot 
end here. The title-page, as juff given, and as reproduced more 
exa&ly for the eye in the facfimile, is the title-page as it 
appeared in the copies that were fir9c bound and iffued for laie; 
and for the next eighteen months or more, as frefh rets of the 
fheets were bound and lent out from time to rime, there was a 
fucceffion of new title-pages, either in mere whim or to fuit the 
circumfances. Thus, hardly had the firf fer of copies gone out 
with the title-page as given, when, in the faine year,  667, there 
followed another let, bound up with a title-page identical 
with the former in the wording, but with the author's name, 
"John Milton," printed in type of a different fize. This may 
be called the fecond title-page. Then in the year 1668 the 
title-page was again varied at leaf{ four times. Early in that 
year copies were iffued with the firf words of the title varied 
thus: "Paradife loti. /1 Poem in 'èn Books. The Iuthor 
). M.,"--the ref of the wording running as before, or near.ly 
fo. This may be called the third title-page. Other copies 
followed, exhibiting a fourth, identical with the laf in the 
wording, and alfo giving only the author's initiais, but differing 
fomewhat in the fize of the type. But, later in the year, there 
came copies with this fifth form of title-page, in which, it 
will be obferved, Simmons inferts his own naine for the firf 
time, frikes out one of the bookfellers named in ail the copies 
hitherto, and fubffitute stwo others : "Paradife loti. I Poem 
in Ten Books. The ./luthor ïohn Milton. London, printed by 
S. 8immons, and to be .fold by S. Thom.fon et the Bifloops-Head in 
Duck Lane, H. Mortlock at the tVhite Hart in Fteflminfler Hall, 
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M. lalker under St Duntians Church in Fleet Street, and 
R. Boulter at the Turks-Head in Biflmpfgate-flreet, 1668." Yet 
another variation followed i the faine year; for copies have 
been round with a fixth title-page, the faine in wordi,g as the 
lafi, but with a different typographica! ornamentation. Finally, 
in 1669, we have copies with this feventh title-page, difcharging 
ail the previous bookfellers, and naming a fingle new one: 
" Paradife loti. 1 Poem in Uen Books. Uhe luthor .ïCohn 
Mi#on. London, Printed by S. Simmons, and are to be Jold by 
. Helder, at the ,4ngel, in Little-Brittain, 669;" which 
wording, but with tlight differences in the typography, is 
repeated in two other ifthes of copies in the faine year. In 
fhort, no fewer than nine difiin& forms of title-page have been 
round in copies of Paradife Loti belonging indubitably to the 
fir edition ; and it is poflîble that thefe may hot be ail.* 
Studying thefe particulars, one conrues the ory as fol- 
lows :--Simmons had printed off" at once, in i667, the entire 
number of copies, certainly as many as 1,3oo, but probably the 
full 1,5oo , that were, by his contra& with Milton, to conffitute 
the firfi edition or "impreffion." For the firfi fupply of the 
market he had bound a certain number of thefe copies with the 
fir form of title-page, and lent them to the three bookfellers 
there named, keeping the remaining bales of the unbound fheets 
in his own premifes. When he next binds a let of copies, lill 
in t667, for a fecond fupply, his tae leads him to let up a new 
title-page for them, with the author's naine in a different type. 
But this matter of the author's naine becomes fuddenly of fome 
fpecial importance. The laie at the three bookfellers' fhops 
feems to be flow: can it be becaufe the undifguifed appearance 
of the author's unpopular naine in full in front of the book 
repels certain claffes of people that might otherwife be pur- 
chafers? To catch fuch weak-minded cultomers, Simmons, 
probably after confultation with Milton, iffues twice in I668 

* Sec Bohn's Lowndes, Art. " Milton ; " alfo Leigh Sotheby's Ramblingt in 
Elucidation of Milton, pp. 8I-8Z ; a|fo Introdueqion to Paradife Loti in Cmbridge 
Edition of Milton's Poetical Works, pp. 8- 9. 
b 



x 

lntroduoeion. 

t'ets of copies bound purpofely with a title-page ira which the 
author's naine ira full is hot given, but only his initiais. Still 
Simmons is not fatisfied; ttill the lCale lags. Can it be that the 
three bookfeIlers that bave been a&ing for Simmons are hot doing 
their duty by the book ? Something of this kind feems to be im- 
plied by the iffue, in x668, ofwhat was perhaps the fifth binding 
of copies, with a title-page fhowing that one of the three has no 
farther concern with the book, and that two others, one of them 
in the WetI end, are now agents inttead. By this time Simmons 
feems to bave given up the idea that Milton's naine did harm ; 
for he not only relIores it in full, but openly conjoins his own 
with it by firtI announcing himfelf as the printer. The flight 
variation in the faine year to a fixth title-page with different 
ornamentation feems to imply nothing more than Simmt)ns's 
readinefs to let up a new title-page whenever he bound a new 
fer of copies; but one fees more in the final changes of title- 
page in x669, when Simmons gets rid of ail his former agents, 
and makes his neighbour, Helder in Little Britain, the foie 
agent for the book thenceforward. Of couffe, one trade reafon 
for the willingnefs of Simmons to let up new title-pages was 
that the book might continue to look like one of the current 
year. Paradife Loti faw the light in 1667 ; but there are yet 
perlons who, on the faith of copies of the firf edition dated 
668 or x669, fuppofe the original publication to have been 
in one or other of thefe years. 
That Simmons was in fome anxiety, for a while, about the 
£ale of the book appears ffom another circumfance, appertain- 
ing more particularly to that iffue of copies in I668 which bore 
what I have numbered as the fifth form of title-page. Then, 
more evidently than at any other rime in the eighteen months 
after the firtI publication, Simmons feems to bave tried to 
"pufh-" the laie. He changed the agents, increafed their 
number; and dittributed them more through the town ; and he 
put his own naine to the book, while ret%ring Milton's in full. 
But he did more. He had heard by that time that it was an 
obje&ion to the book that people could hot tell ri-oto the title- 
page what it was about. The naine Paradife Loti conveyed 
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but vague preliminary conceptions; even the opening lines, 
announcing the fubje&, failed to indicate its full nature and 
extent; hot till people were a&ually fome way into the poem 
could they tell that it contained Satan and the Wars in 
Heaven, and the Fall of the Rebel _Angels, nd the Creation of 
the World, and many other fupernatural grandeurs, inwrought 
with the terreRrial Rory of _Adam and Eve; nay, after the 
poem was read through, only very intelligent readers could 
grafp the fcheme, or remember the conne&ion of the parts! 
Might hOt ail this be remedied if Mr. Milton would fupply 
a Profe Sketch of the whole poem, divided into ten pieces to fit 
the ten Books? With fome requeR like this Simmons muli 
have gone to Milton in his houfe near Bunhill Fields; and 
Milton agreed to do what was wanted. He did fo the more - 
readily, perhaps, becaufe he faw an opportunity, in doing fo, of 
noticing another obje&ion to his epic, of which Simmons may 
alfo have heard, though it mult have reached Milton inde- 
pendently, and was more likely to roufe tzim than Simmons. 
The great obje&ion among fuch of the critics and wits of 
the ReRoration as had looked into the poem was that it did hot 
rhyme. There was then a controverfy between the partifans of 
rhyme and thofe of blank verfe even for the drama ; and it was 
incredible boldnefs for any one, in the midli of that controverfy, 
to have put forth an Epic, a long narrative poem, written 
wholly in that kind of verfe which many thought too lax for 
the liage itfelf. There was hardly a precedent for it in Englifh ; 
or anything that could be cited as a precedent was old, rare, and 
uncouth. Who could read fuch a poem ? Who could take 
pleafure in it, coming inceffantly to the ends of the lines and 
miflîng that boom of rhymes to which the Englifh ear had been 
acculiomed in all non-dramatic pbetry ffom Chaucer downwards ? 
Milton muli have been longing to reply to this obje&ion, to 
exprefs his fcorn for it; and Simmons's application for a profe 
argument to be prefixed to the poem, fpecifying the contents of 
the Books feverally, gave him the opportunity. _Accordingly, 
having di&ated a profe argument, he added his well-known 
prefatory paragraph entitled "THv. Vv.isv.," in which he not 
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only vindicated his ufe of blank verre, but claimed it as one of 
his highett fervices to literature to have ventured on that experi- 
ment, and demanded for his Paradife Loti, however "vulgar 
readers " might cavil, the fpecial credit of being "an examp!e 
fer, the firflc in Englifh, of ancient liberty recover'd to Herolc 
Poem from the troublefom and modern bondage of Rimeing." 
Simmons, having received the profe argument and this prefatory 
paragraph, together with a liit of fome Errata that had been 
dete&ed iii the text of the poem, was at the trouble of printing 
all in the form of fourteen new pages of matter, to come between 
the title-page and the text in all future iffues of copies. He 
introduced the additions by a note of four lines in his own name, 
thus: " g'he Printer to tl, e Reader. Courteous Reader, There 
was no Argument at firR intended to the Boom but for the 
fatisfa&ion of many that have defired it, is procured.--S. 
Sim,nons." The fourteen pages of additional matter with this 
note of introdu&ion had been printed off, and inferted into a 
good many copies fent out for fale with the fifth title-page, 
before the bad grammar of Simmons's note attra&ed Milton's 
attention. When it did fo, he amended Simmons's note for him 
thus: "çl, e Printer to tlm Reader. Courteous _Reader, There 
was no Argument at firtt intended to the Book, but for the 
fatisfa&ion of many that bave defired it, I have procur'd it, and 
withall a reafon of that which Rumbled many others, why the 
Poem Rimes not.--S. Simmons." This amendment was adopted 
by Simmons, and there are copies of the fifth title-page iffue 
with the amended and extended form of his note; but, as he 
retained copies of the fheet that had been printed off with the 
fhorter and ungrammatical form of that note, it is a marrer of 
chance whether in any copy of the Firflc Edition of Paradife Loti 
that left the binder's late in I668, or early in I669, there fhall 
be found the one form of Simmons's note or the other. Ail 
fuch copies, however, differ from preceding copies in having the 
fourteen pages of prefatory profe marrer inferted between the 
title-page, whatever form it takes, and the beginning of the poem 
itfelf. The iffue of the fer of copies with the fifth title-page in 
668, therefore, marks an epoch in the early hittory of the book. 
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Some time in 1668, after the book had becn out for half a year 
or more, it feemed to Simmons to need a pue ; and Milton 
agreed, and helped him. 
Yet one other fa& about this famous FirR Edition. Not 
only are copies of it to be found with at leaR nine varieties of 
title-page, bearing date 1667, 1668, or 1669; and hot only do 
thefe copies bave or lack the fourteen pages of interpolated profe- 
matter (confiRing of "The Argument," the Apology for the 
Verre, and the LiR of Errata), according as they were bound 
and iffued after or before Simmons's effort in 1668 to « pufh " 
the book by that infertion ; but minute differences may be round 
here and there in the printing of the poem itfelf in thefe various 
copies. Such differences are very rare indeed, and hardly ever 
of the leaR particle of confequence. By way of fpecimen, I may 
mention that, while a copy now before me of the date 1669, 
with Helder's name in the imprint, exhibits feveral mifcount- 
ings of the lines in tens in the margin between line 81o and 
line ioIo of Book IX., no fuch errors are to be round in 
the correfponding margins of the prefent facfimile, taken from a 
copy of the firR iffue in 1667. Comparifons of other copies 
bave dete&ed fimilar inRances of correc'-tions of marginal mif- 
numberings in other places, with fometimes alfo fuch a dif- 
crepancy in the text as a vith inRead of in. How are thefe 
fmall variations to be accounted for ? Not, I think, by the fup- 
pofition that, for the later iffues, a leafwas occafionally cancelled 
and reprinted on account of fome error difcovered in it--in 
which cale copies of the later iffues fhould be found the moR 
correcq:, whereas we have juft feen an inRance to the contrary. 
Rather, I think, by the fuppofition that, during the original flow 
printing by hand-prefs of the whole firR impreflîon of 1,3oo or 
1,5oo cop!es m 1667, that happened which fometimes happens 
even yet m a printing-office with ffeam machinery: viz. the 
detecq:ion of errors in time to correcq: them for a portion of the 
impreffion. Thus feveral of the fheets, as kept in baies for 
binding, might be in different Rates of corre&nefs, and a later- 
bound copy might bave one of thefe fheets in its firR or lefs 
correcq: Rate. 
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Ail in ail, the Firft Edition of Paradife Loti was a very 
carefully printed book. It may rank, I think, as the beff- 
looking book of Milton's printed in lais life-time--fuperior both 
m compofitor's work and in prcfs-work to any of his pamphlets, 
and certainly fuperior to any other volume of his in verfe form. 
He mufle have taken ail the pains poflible to a blind man to 
intilre corre6tnefs, and he mufle bave had fcholarly fiiends to 
rcvife the lqaeets for him, and to read them aloud to him for lais 
approval. But much mufle bave becn due to Simmons and his 
office readers. The pungluation and the fpelling I conceive to 
bave been mainly theirs. In neither of thefe matters did they 
adhere to the manufcript copy that had been fupplied them, if 
I may judge by a comparifon of two pages of the extant Firflc 
Book of that manufcript, as they bave been facfimiled by Mr. 
Leigh Sotheby, with the correfponding parts of the printed Firf 
Edition. In the matter of the pointing, indeed, they did hot 
deviatevery much from that copy; but theydid deviate fufficiently 
to fhow that they adopted the pointing of the copy only when it 
fuited them. The refult was an empirical fyRem of pointing 
throughout, as good as was then common, perhaps a little better, 
and hot inconvenient to the reader even now, though far aRray 
from that flcri6t principle of logical fentence-analyfis which 
ought now to regulate pointing univerfally. But in the mat- 
ter of fpelling they took their own way flcill more evidently. 
They conformed more to our prefent orthography on the whole 
than their copy did, but ufed capitals and italics according to the 
habits or rules of their own printing-office; and, for the reR, 
they exhibited that utter indifference to uniformity, that flutter- 
ing among feveral fpellings of the faine word, that capricious 
departure from mof of our prefent fpellings only to return to 
them again, which we fee in ail books of the period, and from 
which we learn conclufively that Englifh fpelling had by that 
time wholly lotie whatever of attempted Rability or of true 
phonetic fignificance it may have formerly had. One ufe of the 
prefent facfimile is that it will afford ufeful means of Rudying the 
chara6teriRics of Englifla fpelling in the feventeenth century, and 
efpecially that phenomenon of inflcability, of conformity to our 
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prefent fpelling in one place or manyplaces, and arbitrary varia- 
tion from it the next moment or in other places, which is the 
rnofc noteworthy chara6teriftic of ail. You bave flower, juft as 
now, but alfo flowr,flowre, flour, igoure, and flouer ; you have feize, 
juft as now, but alfo fleze, feife, and Jèafi; and fo with almoff 
any teflc-word you may purfue through the text--our fpelling of 
it almoit always fom.d, often or occafionally, but with one or 
more alternatives at option. Not that there are not peculiar 
fpellings ,in the original edition which bave a real fignificance, 
etymological or phonetic, and which ought therefore to be care- 
fully preferved in modern editions. Eamples are aigeta for 
out eeigeet, flupendious for our flupe»dous, fovran for our fovereign, 
harald for our eeerald, voutfafe for our vouclfafe, and a few 
more. Thefe are genuine old forms; and, what is more, fome 
of them are exprefs Miltonifms. For reafons of mufle, or of 
other effe&, he muPc have preferred fuch forms; and he muPc 
have given dire6tions that they fhould be ttri6tly retained wher- 
ever they appeared in the manufcript he had di6tated, and have 
taken pains to know that this had been done. * 
The FirPc Edition of Paradife Loti was fold out early in 669, 
hOt long after the transference by Simmons of his lape remaining 
copies to Helder of Little Britain. The proof exitts in the form 
of Milmn's receipt to Simmons, written by proxy, and dated 
April 6, 669, for the fecond ,5, due by the agree- 
ment. At leaflc  ,3oo copies of the poem, therefore, had been 
difpofed of in about eighteen months; and one fees no reafon 
why Simmons flaould not then have immediately printed a fecond 
edition. For about rive years, however, except in fo far as 
there may have been an available furplus in the extra 200 copies 
which Simmons had been entitled to print originally, the book 
was fuffered to remain out of print. During thefe rive years 
Milton had various tranfa6tions with other publifhers than 
Simmons. The publifher of his Paradife Regained and 

* This whole fubjec"t of Milton's Spelling I have difcuffed more at large in 
an Effay "On Milton's Englifl," prefixed to the Cambridge Edition of Milton's 
Poetical Works. 
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Agonifles, which appeared together in a fmall octavo volume in 
67I , was John Starkey, of the Mitre in Fleet Street ; and the 
publifher of the Second Edition of his minor poems, which 
appeared in 673, and contained pieces not included in the FirR 
Edition of I645, was Thomas Dring, who varied his addrefs, 
within the year of the publication, from " The White Lion, 
next Chancery Lane End" to "The Blew Anchor next Mitre 
Court over againit Fetter Lane." Nor, fo far as I remember, 
had Simmons anything to do with feveral profe publications of 
Milton's during the lame interval. 
At length, however, Simmons did beftir himfelf. In I674 , 
the lait year of Milton's life, there was publifhed "Paradife 
Loti. I Poem in Uwelve Books. The Atuthor 7ohn Mi#on. 
The Second Edition Revifed and Iugmented by the faine /luthor. 
London, Primed by S. 8immons next door to the Golden Lion in 
llgerfgate-flreet, I674." This Second Edition differed from 
the firflc in being a fmall oeqavo infead of a quarto, and in 
having a numbered paging in the ordinary way, and without 
the convenient accompaniment of a marginal numbering of the 
lines in tens. But the chief difference was the divifion of the 
poem in this edition into twelve books, initead of the original 
ten. This was done by breaking what had been Books VII. 
and X. in the Firit Edition into two books each. The profe 
argument was re-arranged to correfpond, and, initead of being 
printed entire at the beginning, was diflcributed into pieces at 
the heads of the feveral books. Prefixed were two rets of 
laudatory verres on the poem, which Milton had received rince 
its firit publication, one in Latin by Samuel Barrow, a well- 
known phyfician and public man of the rime, and the other in 
Englifh by Milton's friend Andrew Marvell, but both figned 
only with the initiais of the writers. The words " Revifed 
and Augmented" on the title-page of the new edition are 
fomewhat of an exaggeration. Having Ropped Book Vil. at 
line 640 and converted the reit of that book into Book VIII., 
Milton does expand what had formerly been line 641 of Book 
VII. into the four lines that now form the opening of Book 
VIII. ; and, fimilarly, in breaking the former Book X. into 
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the prefent Books XI. and XII., he fmooths the juncq:ion 
between thefe two books by throwing in the rive lines that now 
open Book XII. There are, befides, two or three flight in- 
fertions or changes in the courre of the text of the poem; but 
fubtIantially, lave for the re-arrangement in twelve books, the 
Second Edition is a reprint of the firtt, cotte& enough, but in 
much lefs handfome form, and with fome of the errata of the 
firft left unamended. 
As Milton died on the 8th of November,  674, ail that had 
come to himfelf, in the lhape of money for his Paradife Loti, 
was the £m (worth £3S now) he had received for the FMI 
Edition in the two payments of 667 and x669. It was to his 
reprefentatives and adminittrators that Simmons had to account for 
the additional £S due on the completed laie of the current Second 
Edition, and for any further payments in terres of the original 
agreement. There was a law-fuit in 674- 5 between Milton's 
widow and his three "undutiful" daughters by his firlI wife 
refpe&ing the inheritance of his little property. This may 
accourir for the fa& that, though the Second Edition of Paradife 
Loti mur bave been exhautted in 678 , when Simmons publithed 
"The Third Edition," it was hOt till the OE ft of December, 
68o, that he fettled with the widow. On that day the gave him 
a receipt for £ : " which," faid the receipt, "is in f=ll payment 
for ail my right, Title, or Interett, which I have, or ever had, in 
the Copy of a Poem Intituled Paradife Loti, in Twelve Books 
in 8vo, by John Milton, Gent., my late hut'band." The dif- 
charge was repeated by her in tIill more emphatic legal form in 
a document dated April OEg, 68x. Ofthe £8 paid ber £ had 
been due to her for the Second Edition ; and for the additional 
£3 the poor lady had parted with the £5 more that would 
have been forthcoming from the Third Edition, then current, 
and with ail chances beyond that from a new bargain after the 
expiry of Milton's original agreement for three editions. Para- 
d/fi Loti had been worth, to the author and his family, exac"tly 
£ 8 in all, a fum equal to about £63 now. Nor vas the pub- 
lither Simmons to make more out of the poem than he had 
already made; which cannot have been very much. While 
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negotiating with the widow he had fold the future copyright 
for £oE5 to Brabazon Aylmer, of The Three Pigeons in Corn- 
bill ; in 683 this .Aylmer çold hall the copyright to the rifing 
young bookçeller, Jacob Tonfon, then of the Judge's Head 
in Chancery Lane; in 69o- Tonçon acquired the other hall; 
and from that time till about 76o, fuch were the old notions and 
cupeoms ofthe book-trade, that the fale of Paradife Loti, and indeed 
of all Milton's poetry, was an almope unbroken monopoly of the 
famous firm ofthe Tonçons. In t7oE7, when the Tonfons were 
already rolling in wealth, much of it derived from their numerous 
editions of Paradife Loti and the other poems of Milton, in ail 
varieties of forms, Milton's widow died in extreme old age and 
in very Peraitened circumpeances at Nantwich, and Milton's 
youngepe and laPe furviving daughter, Deborah Clarke, died in 
mere penury in London. 
DAVID MASSON. 

EDIIVBIa'RGH : Der., 2876. 
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BOOK I. 

! F Mans Firfi Difobedience, and 
the Fruit 
Of that Forbidden Tree, whofe, 
mortal tafi 
Brought Death into the World 
I and ail our woe, 
With lors of Eden, till one greater Man 
i Reftore us, and regain the blifsful Seat, 
I Sing Heav'nly Mule, that on the fecret top 
Of Oreb, or of sinai, didft infpire 
That Shepherd,who firfi taught the chofen Seed, 
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Rofe out of chaos : Or if sion Hill 
Delight thee more, and 8iloa's Brook that flow'd 
Fart by the Oracle of God; I thence 
lnvoke thy aid to my adventrous Song, 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
A Above 

IO 
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Above th' ./lonian Mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in Profe or Rhime. 
And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that dort prefer 
Before ail 'Femples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inftruc"t me,for Thou know'ft ; Thou from the firPt; 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaPt Abyfs 
And mad'ft it pregnant : What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raire and fupport ; 
That to the highth ofthis great Argument 
I may affert th' Eternal Providence, 
And jufifie the wayes of God to men. 
Say firf,for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view' 
.XTor the deep Tra& of Heli, fay firf what caufe 
ov'd our Grand Parents in that happy State, 
Favour'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his Will 
For one refraint, Lords of the World befides ? 
Who firP¢ feduc'd them to that fowl revoit ? 
Th' infernal Serpent ; he it was, whofe guile 
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceiv'd 
The Mother ofMankinde, what time his Pride 
Had car him out from Heav'n, with all his HoP¢ 
OfRebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himfelf in Glory above his Peers, 
' He trufed to have equal'd the mof High, 
If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim 
Againf the Throne and Monarchy of Goal 
Rais'd impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him theAlmighty Power 
Hurld headlong flaming from th' Ethereal Skie 
With hideous ruine and combufion down 
To 
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-Fo bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire, 
Who durf defie th' Omnipotent to Arms. 
Nine rimes the Space that meafures Day and Night 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquiiht, rowling in the fiery Gulfe 
Confounded though immortal : But his doom 
Referv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of lot happinefs and lafing pain 
Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes 
That witnefs'd huge affli&ion and difmay 
Mixt with obdurate pride and fedfaf hate : 
At once as far as Angels kenn he views 
The difmal Situation wafe and wilde, 
A Dungeon horrible, on all rides round 
As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from thofe flames 
No light, but rather darknefs vifible 
Serv'd only to difcover fights of woe, 
Regions of forrow, doleful lhades, where peace 
And ref can never dwell, hope never cornes 
That cornes to all ; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 
With ever-burning Sulphur unconfum'd : 
Such place Eternal Juftice had prepar'd 
For thofe rebellious, here their Prifon ordain'd 
In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 
As far remov'd from God and light of Heav'n 
As from the Center thrice to th' utmof Pole. 
O how unlike the place from whence they fell I 
There the companions of his fall, o'rewhelm'd 
I With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempefuous tire, 
]He foon difcerns, and wehring by his ride 
. A  One, 

7 ° 



Book I. 

8o 

9 ° 

iio 

One next himfelf in power, and next in crime, 
Long after known in Palefline, and nam'd 
Bëë'lzebub. To whom th' Arch-Enemy, 
And thence in Heav'n call'd Satan,with bold words 
Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 
lfthou beeft he ; But O how fall'n ! how chang'd 
From him, who in the happy Realms of Light 
Cloth'd with tranfcendent brightnes didft outfhine 
Myriads though bright: Ifhe whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope, 
And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize, 
Joynd with me once, now mifery hath joynd 
In equal ruin : into vhat Pit thou feett 
From what highth fal'n,tb much the flronger provd 
He with his Thunder: and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire Arms ? yet not for thofe 
Nor what the Potent Vic'-tor in his rage 
Can elfe inflic'-t do I repent or change, 
Though chang'd in outward luftre ; that fixt mind 
And high difdain, from fence of injur'd merit, 
That with the mightieft rais'd me to contend, 
And to the tierce contention brought along 
lnnumerable force of Spirits arm'd 
That durf diflike his reign, and me preferrin, 
His utmoft power with adverfe power o, ppos d 
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav n, 
And fhook his throne. What though thefield be loft 
Ail is not loft ; the unconquerable Will, 
And ftudy ofrevenge, immortal hate, 
And courage never to fubmit or yield : 
And what is elfe not to be overcome ? 
That Glory never fhall his wrath or might 

Extort 
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Extort trom me. To bow and rue for grace 
With fuppliant knee, and deifie his power 
Who from the terrour ofthis Arm fo late 
Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed, 
That were an ignominy and |hame beneath 
This downfall ; rince by Fate the ftrength of Gods 
And this Empyreal fubftance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In Arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc't, 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal Warr 
Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe, 
Who now triumphs, and in th' excefs ofjoy 
Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heav'n. 
So fpake th'Apoate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunting aloud, but rackt with deep defpare : 
And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold Compeer. 
O Prince, O Chier of many Throned Power, 
That led th' imbattelld Seraphim to Warr 
tlnder thy condu&, and in dreadful deeds 
Fearlefs, endange'd Heav'ns perpetual King; 
And put to proof his high Supremacy, 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or Chance, or Fate, 
!Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 
!That with lad overthrow and foui defeat 
Hath loft us Heav'n, and ail this mighty HoPt 
In horrible deftrudion laid thus low, 
As far as Gods and Heav'nly Effences 
Can Perith : for the mind and fpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour foon returns, 
Though all our Glory extin&, and happy ftate 
Here fwallow'd up in endlefs mifery. 
But 
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But what if he our Conquerour, (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, rince no lefs 
Then fuch could hav orepow'rd fuch force as ours) 
Have left us this our fpirit and Rrength intire 
Strongly to fuffer and fupport out pains, 
That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire, 
Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls 
By right of Warr, what e're his bufinefs be 
Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire, 
Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep ; 
What can it then avail though yet we feel 
Strength undiminilht, or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punilhment ? 
Whereto with fpeedy words th'Arch-fiend reply'd. 
Fall'n Cherube, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or Suffering : but of this be fure, 
To do ought good never will be our task, 
But ever to do ill our foie delight, 
As being the contrary to his high will 
I Whom we refiR. Ifthen his Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good, 
Our labour mur be to pervert that end, 
And out of good Rill to find means of evil ; 
Which oft times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diRurb 
His inmoR counfels from their deRind aim. 
But fee the angry Vic"tor hath recall'd 
His Minifters of vengeance and purfuit 
Back to the Gates of Heav'n : The Sulphurous Hail 
Shot after us in f{orm, oreblown hath laid 
The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice 
OfHeav'n receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder, 
Wing'd 
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Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous rage, 
Perhaps hath fpent his fhafts, and ceafes now 
"Fo bellow through the vaf and boundlefs Deep. 
,Let us not flip th' occafion, whether fcorn, 
Or fatiate fury yield it from our Foe. 
SeePt thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, 
The feat of defolation, voyd of light, 
Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 
Cafés pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 
From off the toflïng of thefe fiery waves, 
There relU, if any reft can harbour there, 
I And reaffembling our affliOed Powers, 
I Confult how we may henceforth moPt offend 
I Out Enemy, out own lors how repair, 
How overcome this dire Calamity, 
What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 
If not what refolution from clef pare. 
Thus Satan talking to his neereft Mate 
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes 
That fparkling blaz'd, his other Parts befides 
' Prone on the Flood, extended long and large 
Ly floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the Fables name of monflrous fize, 
'itanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Ïove, 
Briarios or 'yphon, whom the Den 
By ancient 'arfus held, or that Sea-beaf 
Leviatban, which God of all his works 
Created hugef that fwim th' Ocean fream : 
Him haply flumbring on the 2Vor:ay foam 
The Pilot ot fome fmall night-founder'd Skiff, 
Deeming fome Ifland, oft, as Sea-men tell, 
With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind 
Moo 
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I Moors by his ride under the Lee, while Night 
lnvefts the Sea, and wifhed Morn delayes : 
So ftretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay 
Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence 
Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiffion ofall-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark defigns, 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 
Evil to others, and enrag'd might fee 
How ail his malice ferv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhewn 
On Man by him feduc't, but on himfelf 
'Freble contufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool 
His mighty Stature ; on each hand the flames 
Drivn backward flope their pointing fpires,& rowld 
In bdlows, leave I th tmdft a horrld Vale. 
Then with expanded wings he ftears his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air 
That felt unufual weight, till on dry Land 
He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd 
With folid, as the Lake with liquid tire ; 
And fuch appear'd in hue, as when the force 
Of fubterranean wind tranfports a Hill 
Torn from Pelorus, or the fhatter'd ride 
Of thundring Atna, whofe combuftible 
And tewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire, 
Sublim'd with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, 
And leave a finged bottom all involv'd 
With ftench and fmoak: Such refting found the fole 
Of unblef feet. Him followed hic next Mate, 
Both 
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Both glorying to have fcap't the stygian flood 
As Gods, and by their own recover'd ftrength, 
Not bythe fud:f'erance of fupernal Power. 
ls this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime, 
Said then the loft Arch Angel, this the feat 
That we mur change for Heav'n, this mournful 
For that celeftial light ? Be it fo,rince hee (gloom 
Who nbw is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What fhall be right : farder from him is ber 
Whom reafon hath equald, force hath made fu- 
Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields (pream 
Where Joy for ever dwells : Hail horrours, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hêll 
Receive thy new Poffeffor : One who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by Place or Time. 
The mind is its own place, and in it felf 
Can make a Heav'n ofHell, a Hell of Heav'n. 
What matter where, if I be flill the faine, 
And what I fhould be, ail but lefs then hee 
Whom Thunder hath ruade greater ? Here at leaft 
We t'hall be free; th' Almighty bath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choyce 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell, then ferre in tteav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friend, 
Th' affociate and copartners of our lors 
Lye thus aftonifht on th' oblivious Pool, 
And call them hot to fhare with us their part 
In this unhappy Manfion , or once more 
With rallied Arms to try what may be yet 
Regaind in Heav'n, or what more loft in Hell ? 
B Se 
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So Satan fpake, and him Bëë'Izebub 
Thus anfwer'd. Leader ofthofe Armies bright , 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foyld, 
If once they hear that voyce, their livelie pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extreams, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in ail affaults 
-Fheir furel[ fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lye 
Groveling and prorate on yon Lake of Fire, 
As we erewhilc, afounded and amaz'd, 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious highth. 
He fcarce had ceas't when the fuperiour Fiend 
Was moving toward the fhore;his ponderous fhield 
Ethereal temper, maffy, large and round, 
Behind him ca ; the broad circumference 
Hung on lais fhoulders like the Moon, whofe Orb 
Through Optic Glafs the Tufcan Arti views 
At Ev'ning from the top of Fe/e, 
Or in é'aldarno, to defcry new Lands, 
Rivers or Mountains in ber fpotty Globe. 
His Spear, to equal which the tallef Pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Maft 
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand, 
He walkt with to fupport uneafie fteps 
Over the burning Marie, not like thofe fteps 
On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Clime 
Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with Fire ; 
Nathlefs he fo endur'd, till on the Beach 
Of that inflamed Sea, he ood and call'd 
His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intrans't 
Thick as Autumnal Leaves that Arow the Brooks 
In 
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In é'allombrofa, where th' Etrurian flaades 
High overarch't imbowr ; or fcatterd fedge 
Afloat, when with tierce Winds orin arm'd 
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaft, whofe waves ore- 
Buflris and his Mempbian Chivalrie, (threw 
VVhile with perfidious hatred they purfu'd 
The Sojourners of Go./hen, who beheld 
From the fafe flaore their floating Carkafes 
And broken Chariot VVheels, fo thick beftrown 
Abje& and loft lay thefe, covering the Flood, 
tlnder amazement oftheir hideous change. 
He call'd fo loud, that ail the hollow Deep 
Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates, 
Warriers,the Flowr ofHeav'n,once yours,now loft, 
If fuch aPconifhment as this can fieze 
Eternal fpirits ; or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toyl of Battel to repofe 
Your wearied vertue, for the eafe you find 
To flumber here, as in the Vales ofHeav'n ? 
Or in this abjec"t pofture have ye fworn 
To adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds 
Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood 
With fcatter'd Arms and Enfigns, till anon 
His fwift purfuers from Heav'n Gates difcern 
Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus d.rooping, or with linked Thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever fall'n. 
They heard, and were abafht, and up they fprung 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Roule and bettir them£elves ere well awake. 
B 2. Nor 
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Nor did they not perceave the evil plight 
In which they were, or the tierce pains not feel ; 
Yet to their Generals Voyce they foon obeyd 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of/lmrams Son in Egy/)ts evill day 
i Wav'd round the Coal, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of Locudqs, warping on the Eaftern Wind, 
That ore the Realm of impious Pbaraoh hung 
Like 1Night, and darken'd all the Land of Nile : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell 
'Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding Fires ; 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' uplifted Spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dire& 
Thir courre, in even ballance down they light 
On the firln brimftone, and fill all the Plain ; 
A multitude, like which the populous Iqorth 
Pour'd never from her frozen loyns, to pals 
Rbene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons 
Came like a Deluge on the South, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fands. 
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band 
The Heads and Leaders thither haft where tood 
Commander; Godlike flaapes and forms 
.g human, Princely Dignities, 
And Powers that eart in Heaven fat on Thrones ; 
Though of their Names in heavenly Records now 
13e no memorial, blotted out and ras'd 
By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life. 
Nor had they yet among the Sons of Fve 
Got them new l'qames, till wandring ore the Earth, 
ThroughGods high fufferance for the tryal of man, 
By 
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By falfities and lyes the greatef part 
Of Mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Creator, and th' invifible 
Glory of him, that made them, to tranfform 
Oft to the Image of a Brute, adorn'd 
With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various Names 
And various ldols through the Heathen World. 
Say,Mufe,their Names then known, who firft, whc 
Rous'd from the flumber, on that fieryCouch, (lai], 
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 
Came fingly wbere he ftood on the bare ftrand, 
While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof? 
The chiefwere thofe who from the Pit of Hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durf fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat ofGod, 
Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the Nations round, and durt abide 
etoovab thundring out of sion, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
Within his San6tuary it felf their Shrines, 
Abominations ; and with curfed things 
His holy Rites, and folemn Feafts profan'd, 
And with their darknefs durt affront his light. 
Firft Moloch, horrid King befmear'd with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears, 
Though for the noyfe of Drums and Timbrels loud 
Theirchildrenscries unheard, that paf through tire 
To his grim Idol. Him the/lmmonite 
Worfhipt in _abba and her watry Plain, 
In /lrgob and in Bafan, to the ftream 
Of 
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Ofutmol Irnon. Nor content with fuch 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 
Of solomon he led by fraud to build 
His Temple right againl the Temple of God 
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 
The pleafant Vally of Hinnom, Topbet thence 
And black Geloenna call'd, the Type of Hell. 
Next Cbemos, th' obfcene dread of Moabs Sons, 
From Iroer to Nefio, and the wild 
Of Southmoft Ibarim; in Hebon 
And Heronaira, Seons Realm, beyond 
The flowry Dale of 8ibraa clad with Vines, 
And Eleale to th' tflbaltick Pool. 
Peor his other Naine, when he entic'd 
Ifrael in 8ittim on their match from Nile 
To do him wanton rites, which coI them woe. 
Yet thence his luIful Orgies he enlarg'd 
Even to that Hill offcandal, by the Grove 
Of Molocb homicide, luI hard by hate; 
Till good ffoiab drove them thence to Hell. 
With thefe came they,who from the bordring flood 
Ofold Eulbrates to the Brook that parts 
from 8yrian ground, had general Names 
Of Baalim and Ifhtarotb, thofe maie, 
Thefe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe 
Can either Sex allume, or both ; fo fort 
And uncompounded is their Effence pure, 
ti'd or manacl'd with joynt or limb, 
founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 
cumbrous flefh; but in what lhape they choofe 
Dilated or condens't, bright or obfcure, 
Can execute their aerie purpofes, 
And 
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And works of love or enmity fulfill. 
For thofe the Race of frael oft forfook 
Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down 
.To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as low 
Bow'd down in Battel, funk before the Spear 
Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 
Came/lfloreth, whom the Pbwnicians cali'd 
4flarte, QEeen of Heav'n, with crefcent Horns ; 
To whofe bright Image nightly by the Moon 
sidonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 
In Sion alfo not unfung, where ftood 
Her Temple on th' offenfive Mountain, built " 
By that uxorious King, whofe heart though large, 
Beguil'd by fair Idolatreffes, fell 
To Idols foui. 2"]oammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian Damfels to lament his rate 
In amorous dittyes ail a Summers day, 
While fmooth/ldonis from his native Rock 
Ran purple to the Sea, fuppos'd with blood 
Of Tharnrnuz yearly wounded : the Love-tale 
lnfe6ted Sions daughters with like heat, 
Whofe wanton pariions in the facred Porch 
Ezekielfaw, when by the Vifion led 
His eye furvay'd the dark ldolatries 
Of alienated udab. Next came one 
Who mourn'd in earneft, when the Captive Ark 
Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lopt 
In his own Temple, on the grunfel edge, 
Where he fell fiat, and flaam'd his Wort'hipers: 
Dagon his N ame, Sea Monfter, upward Man 
And 
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[RAnd downward Fifh : yet had his Temple high 
ear'd in ¢zotus, dreaded through the Coafi 
Of PaleCine, in Gatlo and ¢fcalon, 
And lccaron and Gaza's frontier bound». 
Him follow'd Rimmon, whofe delightfui Seat 
Was fair Damaf«us, on the fertil Banks 
Of ¢bbana and PloariOloar , lucid fireams. 
alfo again/t the houle ofGod was bold : 
.tk Leper once he lo/t and gain'd a King, 
haz his fottifh Conquerour, whom he drew 
Gods Altar to difparage and difplace 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious offrings, and adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanquifht. After thefe appear'd 
A crew who under Names of old Renown, 
Ofirh, lflïs, Orus and their Train 
With mon/trous/hapes and forceries abus'd 
Fanatic EgyiOt and ber Prieras, to feek 
Thir wandring Gods difguis'd in brutifh form$ 
Rather then human. Nor did Ifraelfcape 
Th' infec2ion when their borrow'd Gold compo»'d 
The Calfin Oreb: and the Rebel King 
Doubl'd that fin in Bettoel and in Dan, 
Lik'ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox, 
ffehovah, who in one Night when he pafs'd 
From Egypt marching, equal'd with one/troke 
Both her firft born and ail her bleating Gods, 
Belialcame laf[, then whom a Spirit more lewd 
Fell hOt from Heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice for it felf: To him no Temple /tood 
Or Altar fmoak'd ; yet who more oft then hee 
In Temple and at Altars, when the Priefi 
With 
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Turns Athei, as did Fly's Sons, who fill'd 
With luft and violence the houfe of God. 
In Courts and Palaces he alfo Reigns 
And in luxurious Cities, where the noyfe 
Of riot afcends above thir loftie Towrs, 
And injury and outrage : And when Night 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial, flown with infolence and wine. 
Witnefs the Streets of sodom, and that night 
In Gibeato, when hofpitable Dores 
Yielded thir Matrons to prevent worfe rape. 
Thefe were the prime in order and in might ; 
The ref were long to tell, though far renown'd, 
Th' Ionian Gods, of avans Iffue held 
Gods, yet confe later then tteav'n and Earth 
Thir boafed Parents ; Titan Heav'ns firf born 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 
By younger 8aturn, he from mightier ove 
His own and Rbea's Son like meafure round ; 
So ove ufurping reign'd : thefe firf in creet 
And Ida known, thence on the Snowy top 
Of cold olympus rul'd the middle Air 
iThir highePc Heav'n ; or on the Delphian Cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through ail the bounds 
Of'Doric Land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over ¢dria to th' Hefperian Fields, 
And ore the Celtic roam'd the utmoPc lfles. 
Ail thefe and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Down cape and damp, yet fuch wherein appear'd 
Obfcure fore glimps ofjoy, to have round thir chier 
Not in defpair, to bave round themfelves not loti 
In lors it felf; which on his count'nance ca 
C Like 
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Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recolle6ting,with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubftance, gently rais'd 
Their fainted courage, and difpel'd their fears. 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike round 
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard 
His mighty Standard ; that proud honour claim'd 
,¢zazel as his right, a Cherube tall: 
Who forthwith froln the glittering Staff unfurld 
Th' Imperial Enfign, which full high advanc't 
Shon like a Meteor flreaming to the Wind 
With Gemms and Golden luPcre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic arms and Trophies : ail the while 
Sonorous mettal blowing Martial rounds : 
At which the univerfal HoPt upfent 
A fhout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 
Ail in a moment through the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand Banners rire into the Air 
With Orient Colours waving : with them rofe 
A ForrePt huge of Spears : and thronging Helms 
Appear'd, and £erried Shields in thick array 
Of depth immeafurable : Anon they more 
In perfec'-t Pbalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of Flutes and £oft Recorders ; fuch as rais'd 
To highth of noblePt temper Hero's old 
Arming to Battel, and in ftead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight or foui retreat , 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage 
With folemn touches, troubl'd thoughts, and chafe 
Anguifla and doubt and fear and £orrow and pain 
From] 
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From mortal or immortal rninds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov'd on in filence to fort Pipes that charm'd 
Thir painful fteps o're the burnt foyle ; and now 
Advanc't in view they ftand, a horrid Front 
Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guife 
Of Warriers old with order'd Spear and Shield, 
Awaiting what command thir mighty Chier 
Had to impofe : He through the armed Files 
Darts his experienc't eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole Battalion views , thir order due, 
Thir vifages and Rature as of Gods, 
Thir number lai2 he futures. And now his heart 
Diftends with pride, and hardning in his ftrength 
Glories : For never rince created man, 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam'd with thefe 
Could merit more then that fmall infantry 
Warr'd on by Cranes : though all the Giant brood 
Of P/a]egra with th' Heroic Race were joyn'd 
That fought at OEtaeb's and Ilium, on each ride 
Mixt with auxiliar Gods; and what refounds 
In Fable or Romance of Vt/aers Son 
Begirt with Britifh and Armoric Knights ; 
And all who rince, Baptiz'd or Infidel 
Joufted in Afpramont or Montalan, 
Damafco, or lPIarocco, or Treifond, 
Or whom Biferta lent from AJ'ric thore 
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Cmpare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv'd 
Thir dread Commander : he above the reft 
In thape and gefture proudly eminent 
C 2 Stood 

57 ° 

580 

.59 ° 



--ook I. 

6oo 

62o 

Stood like a Towr ; his form had yet hOt 1ot 
Ail her Original brightnefs, nor appear'd 
Lefs then Arch Angel ruind, and th' excefs 
Of Glory obfcur'd : As when the Sun new ris'n 
Looks through the Horizontal miRy Air 
Shorn of his Beams, or ri'oto behind the Moon 
In dim Eclips difaRrous twilight [heds 
On half the Nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs. Dark'n'd fo, yet fhon 
Above them all th' Arch Angel : but his face 
Deep fcars ofThunder had intrencht, and care 
Sat on lais faded cheek, but under Browes 
Ofdauntlefs courage, and confiderate Pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but catt 
Signs of remorfe and paflion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
( Far other once beheld in blifs ) condemn'd 
For ever noxv to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc't 
Of Heav'n, and from Eternal Splendors flung 
For his revoit, yet faithfull how they tood, 
Thir Glory witherd. As when Heavens Fire 
Hath fcath'd the Forret Oaks, or Mountain Pines, 
With finged top their tately growth though bare 
Stands on the blatted Heath. He now prepar'd 
To fpeak ; whereat their doubl'd Ranks they bend 
From Wing to Wing, and hall enclore him round 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflàyd, and thrice in fpite of fcorn, 
Tears fuch as Angels weep, burtt forth : at lait 
Words interwove with fighs round out their way. 
O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers 
Match- 
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Matchlefs, but with th' Almighty, and that ftrife 
Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire, 
As this place teftifies, and this dire change 
Hateful to utter : but what power of mind 
Forefeeing or prefaging, from the Depth 
Ofknowledge part or prefent, could have fear'd, 
How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 
As ftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe ? 
For who can yet beleeve, though after lofs, 
That ail thefe puiffant Legions, whofe exile 
Hath emptied Heav'n, fhall faile to re-afcend 
Self-rais'd, and repoffefs their native feat. 
For me, be witnefs ail the Hoft of Heav'n, 
If counfels different, or danger fhun'd 
By me, bave loft our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heav'n, till then as one fecure 
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute, 
Confent or cuftome, and his Regal State 
Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New warr, provok't ; our better part remains 
To w0rk in clore defign, by fraud or guile 
What force effe&ed not: that he no lefs 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
'By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
'Space may produce new Worlds ; whereoffo rire 
There -went a faine in Heav'n that he ere lon 
 g 
Intended to create, and thereln plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven : 
Thither, 
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Thither, if but to prie, fhall be perhaps 
Our firf eruption, thither or elfewhere : 
For this Infernal Pit fhall never hold 
Coelefial Spirits in Bondage, nor th' Abyffe 
Long under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full Counfel muf mature : Peace is defpaird, 
For who can think Submiçfion ? Warr then, Warr 
Open or underfood muf be refolv'd. 
He fpake : and to confirm his words, out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the fudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd hell: highly they rag'd 
Againf the Highef, and tierce with grafped arm's 
Clafh'd on their founding fhields the din ofwar, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heav'n. 
There food a Hill not far whofe griefly top 
Belch'd tire and rowling fmoak ; the ref entire 
Shon with a gloflie fcurff, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore, 
The work ofSulphur. Thither wing'd with fpeed 
A numerous Brigad hafen'd As when bands 
Of Pioners with Spade and Pickaxe arm'd 
Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench a Field, 
Or caf a Rampart. Mammon led them on, 
'Mammon, the leaf ere6ted Spirit that fell 
From heav'n,for ev'n in heav'n his looks &thoughts 
always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trod'n Gold, 
Then aught divine or holy elle enjoy'd 
In vifion beatific : by him firf 
Men alfo, and by his fuggefion taught, 
Ranfack'd the Center, and with impious hands 
Rifl'd 
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Rifl'd the bowels of thir mother Earth 
For Treafures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Op'nd into the Hill a fpacious wound 
And dig'd out ribs of Gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in Hell ; that foyle may befi 
Deferve the pretious bane. And here let thofe 
Who boafi in mortal things, and wondring tell 
Of Bael, and the works of Memphian Kings, 
Learn how thir greatet Monuments of Faine, 
And Strength and Art are eafily outdone 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 
"vVhat in an age they with inceffant toyle 
And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 
Nigh on the Plain in many cells prepar'd, 
That underneath had veins ofliquid tire 
Sluc'd from the Lake, a fecond multitude 
With wondrous _Art founded the marrie Ore, 
Severing each kinde, and fcum'd the Bullion drofs : 
A third as foon had form'd within the ground 
A various mould, and from the boyling cells 
By ttrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook, 
As in an Organ from one blaf of wind 
To many a row of Pipes the found-board breaths. 
A non out of the earth a Fabrick huge 
Rofe like an Exhalation, with the found 
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices fweet , 
Built like a Temple, where Pi]ctjers round 
Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With Golden Architrave ; nor did there want 
Cornice or Freeze, with boffy Sculptures grav'n, 
The Roofwas fretted Gold. Not Babilon, 
Nor great tlcairo fuch magnificence 
Equal'd 
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Equal'd in ail thir glories, to inflarine 
Belus or Serapis thir Gods, or feat 
, Thir Kings, when /Egypt with AjTyria frove 
In wealth and luxurie. Th' afcending pile 
Stood fixt her ftately highth, and ftrait the dores 
Op'ning thir brazen foulds difcover wide 
Within, ber ample fpaces, o're the fmooth 
And level pavement: from the arched roof 
Pendant by futtle Magic many a row 
Of Starry Lamps and blazing Creffets fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus yeilded light 
As from a sky. The hafty multitude 
Admiring enter'd, and the work fome praife 
And fome the Archite6t ; his hand was known 
In Heav'n by many a Towred flru6ture high, 
Where Scepter'd Angels held thir refidence, 
And fat as Princes, whom the £upreme King 
Exalted to £uch power, and gave to rule, 
Each in his Herarchie, the Orders bright. 
Nor was his naine unheard orunador'd 
In ancient Greece ; and in Aufonian land 
Men call'd him Mulcier; and how he fell 
From Heav'n, they fabl'd, thrown by angry 
Sheer o're the Chryftal Battlements : from Morn 
To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Eve, 
A Summers day; and with the £etting Sun 
Dropt from the Zenith like a falling Star, 
On Lemnos th' gean Ile : thus they relate, 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before; nor aughtavail'd him now 
"Fo have built in Heav'n high Towrs ; nor did he 
By ail his Engins, but was headlong lent (fcape 
With 
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With his induflrious crew to build in hell. 
Mean while the winged Haralds by command 
Of Sovran power, with awful Ceremony 
And Trumpets found throughout the Hoft pro- 
A folemn Councel forthwith to be held (claire 
At Pandcemonium, the high Capital 
Of Satan and his Peers : thir fummons call'd 
From every and Band fquared Regiment 
By place or choice the worthief ; the) anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came 
Attended : ail accefs was throng'd, the Gares 
And Porches wide, but chiefthe fpacious Hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where Champions 
Wont ride in arm'd,and at the Soldans chair (bold 
Defi'd the bef of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance) 
Thick fwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air, 
Brufht with the hifs of rusfling wings. As Bees 
In fpring rime, when the Sun with 'Faurus rides, 
Poure forth thir populous youth about the Hive 
In clufers; they among frefh dews and flowers 
Flie to and fro, or on the fmoothed Plank, 
The fuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel, 
New rub'd with Baume, expatiate and confer 
Thir State affairs. So thick the aerie crowd 
Swarm'd and were fraitn'd ; till the Signal giv'n, 
Behold a wonder ! they but now who feemd 
In bignefs to furpafs Earths Giant Sons 
Now lefs then fmallef Dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberlefs, like that Pigmean Race 
*Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves, 
Whofe midnight Revels, by a Forref ride 
D Or 
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Or Fountain fome belated Peafant fees, 
Or dreams he fees, while over head the Moon 
Sits Arbitrefs, and neerer to the Earth 
Wheel» her pale courfe,they on thir mirth & dance 
Intent, with jocond Mufic charm his ear ; 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmallef forms 
Reduc'd thir flaapes immenfe, and were at large, 
Though without number ill amid the Hall 
Ofthat infernal Court. But far within 
And in thir own dimenfions like themfelvei 
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 
In clore recefs and fecret conclave fat 
A thoufand Demy-Gods on golden feat's, 
Frequent and full. After fhort filence then 
And fummons read, the great confult began. 

'be End of tle Firfl Book. 
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Igh on a Throne of Royal State, which far 
Outfiaon the wealth of ormus and of lnd, 
Or where the gorgeous Eaft with richeft 
Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl & Gold, (hand, 
Satan exalted fat, by merit rais'd 
To that bad eminence; and from defpair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue 
Vain Warr with Heav'n, and by fuccefs untaught 
His proud imaginations thus difplaid. 
Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heav'n, 
For rince no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigor, though oppreft and fall'n, 
1 give not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent 
CelePtial vertues rifing, will appear 
More glorious and more dread then from no fall, 
And truPt themfelves to fear no fecond fate : 
D 2 Me 
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Mee though juf right, and the fixt Laws of Heav'n 
Did firfl create your Leader, next, free choice, 
With what befides,in Counfel or in Fight, 
Hath bin achievd of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus farr at leaf recover'd, hath much more 
Efablifht in a fafe unenvied Throne 
Yeilded with full confent. The happier fate 
In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from each inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom the highef place expofes 
Formof to ftand againf the Thunderers aime 
IYour bulwark, and condemns to greatef flaare 
I Ofendlefs pain ? where there is then no good 
For which to frive, no frife can grow up there 
From Fac"tion ; for none fure will claim in hell 
Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall 
Ofprefent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm Faith, and firm accord, 
More then can be in Heav'n, we now return 
To claim our juf inheritance ofold, 
Surer to profper then profperity 
Could have affur'd us ; and by what bef way, 
Whether of open Warr or covert guile, 
We now debate ; who can advife, may fpeak. 
He ceas'd, and next him Moloc, Scepter'd King 
Stood up, the frongef[ and the fiercef Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n ; now fiercer by defpair: 
His truf was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in frength, and rather then be lefs 
Car'd hOt to be at ail ; with that care lof 
i Went ail his fear .- of God, or Hell, or worfe 

He 
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He reckd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 
My fentence is for open Warr : Of Wiles, 
More unexpert, I boaf not: them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For while they fit contriving, flaall the reft, 
Millions that fand in Arms, and longing wait 
The Signal to afcend, fit lingring here 
Heav'ns fugitives, and for thir dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious Den of flaame, 
The Prifon of his Tyranny who Reigns 
By our delay ? no, let us rather choofe 
Arm'd with Hell flames and fury ail at once 
O're Heav'ns high Towrs to force refiflefs way, 
Turning our Tortures into horrid Arms 
'Againf the Torturer ; when to meet the noife 
Of his Almighty Engin he fhall hear 
Infernal Thunder, and for Lightning fee 
Black tire and horror fhot with equal rage 
Among his Angels ; and his Throne it felf 
Mixt with Tartarcan Sulphur, and frange tire, 
His own invented Torments. But perhaps 
The way feems difficult and feep to fcale 
With upright wing againf a higher foe. 
Let fuch bethink them, ifthe fleepy drench 
Ofthat forgetful Lake benumme not ill, 
i That in our proper motion we afcend 
Up to our native feat : defcent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late 
When the tierce Foe hung on our brok'n Rear 
lnfulting, and purfu'd us through the Deep, 
With what compulfion and laborious flight 
We funk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafie then ; 
Th' 
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Th' event is fear'd ; fhould we again provoke 
Our flronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find 
To our def[ruion : ifthere be in Hell 
Fear tobe worfe defroy'd : what can be worfe 
Then to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, con- 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; (demnk 
Where pain of unextinguifhable tire 
Muft exercife us without hope of end 
The Vaffals of his anger, when the Scourge 
Inexorably, and the torturing houre 
Calls us to Penance ? More deftroy'd then thus 
We fhould be quite abolifht and expire. 
What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 
His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd, 
Will either quite confume us, and reduce 
'To nothing this effential, happier fart 
'Then miferable to have eternal being : 
Or if our fubftance be indeed.Divine, 
And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft 
On this ride nothing ; and by proofwe feel 
Our power fufficient to difturb his Heav'n, 
And with perpetual inrodes to Allarme, 
Though inacceffible, his fatal Throne : 
Which if hOt Vi&ory is yet Revenge. 
He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Defperate revenge, and Battel dangerous 
To lefs then Gods. On th' other ride up rofe 
Belial, in a& more graceful and humane; 
A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n ; he feemd 
For dignity compos'd and high exploit : 
But ail was falfe and hollow; though his Tongue 
Dropt Manna, and could make the worfe appear 
The 



Paraclife loti. Book .. 

The better reafon, to perplex and dafla 
MatureR Counfels : for his thoughts were low ; 
To vice induRrious, but to Nobler deeds 
Timorous and flothful : yet he pleas'd the eare, 
And with perfwafive accent thus began. 
I flaould be much for open Warr, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate ; ifwhat was urg'd 
Main reafon to perfwade immediate Warr, 
Did not diffwade me moR, and feem to car 
Ominous conje&ure on the whole fuccefs : 
When he who moR excels in fa& of Arms, 
In what he counfels and in what excels 
MiRruRful, grounds his courage on defpair 
And utter diffolution, as the fcope 
Of ail his aim, after fome dire revenge. 
FirR,what Revenge ? the Towrs of Heav'n are fill'd 
With Armed watch, that render ail accefs 
Impregnable ; oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp thir Legions, or with obfcure wing 
Scout farr and wide into the Realm of night, 
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at out heels ail Hell fhould rire 
With blackeR Infurre&ion, to confound 
Heav'ns pureR Light, ye.t our great Enemie 
Ail incorruptible would on his Throne 
Sit unpolluted, and th' Ethereal mould 
Incapable of ftain would foon expel 
Her mifchief, and purge offthe haler tire 
Vi&orious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
:ls fiat defpair: we mur exafeerate 
Th' Almighty Vi6tor to fpend ail his rage, 
And that mur end us, that mur be our cure, 

To 
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To be no more ; lad cure; for who would loofe, 
Though full of pain, this intelle&ual being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through Eternity, 
To perifh rather, fwallowd up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, 
Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows, 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can 
Is doubtful; that he never will is fure. 
Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 
13elike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his Enemies thir wi[h, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger laves 
To punifh endlefs ? wherefore ceafe we then ? 
Say they who counfel Warr, we are decreed, 
Referv'd and deftin'd to Eternal woe; 
Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more, 
What can we fuffer worfe ? is this then wor, 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in Arms ? 
What when we fled amain, purfu'd and rook 
With Heav'ns affti&ing Thunder, and befought 
The Deep to fhelter us ? this Hell then feem'd 
A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning Lake ? that fure was worfe. 
What ifthe breath that kindl'd thofe grim rires 
Awak'd fhould blow them into fevenfold rage 
And plunge us in the Flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance Arme again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what if ail 
Her ftores were op'n'd, and this Firmament 
Of Hell fhould fpout her Catara&s of Fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 

One 
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One day upon our heads; while we perhaps 
Defigning or exhorting glorious Warr, 
Caught in a fierie Tempel2 fhall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfixt, the fport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds, or for ever funk 
Under yon boyling Ocean, wrapt in Chains; 
There to converfe with everlalqing groans, 
Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepreevd, 
Ages of hopelefs end ; this would be worfe. 
Warr therefore., open or conceal'd, alike 
My voice diffwades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
Views ail things at one view?hefrom heav'ns highth 
Ail thefe our motions vain, fees and derides ; 
Not more Almighty to refilq our might 
Then wife to frulrate ail our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the rac.e of Heav'n 
Thus trampl'd, thus expell'd to fuffer here 
Chains & thefe Torments ? better thefe then worfe 
By my advice ; rince rate inevitable 
Subdues us, and Omnipotent Decree, 
The Vic'tors will. To fuffer, as to doe, 
Our lrength is equal, nor the Law unjut2 
That fo ordains : this was at firl°c refolv'd, 
If we were wife, againl fo great a foe 
Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 
I laugh, when thofe who at the Spear are bold 
And vent'rous, ifthat rail them, fhrink and fear 
What yet they know mur follov, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain, 
The fentence ofthir Conquerour : This is now 
Our doom ; which if we can fut2ain and bear, 
E Our 
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Our Supream Foe in time may much remit 
His anger, and perhaps thus farr remov'd 
Not mind us not olTending, fatisfi'd 
With what is punifh't ; whence thefe raging rires 
Will flack'n, ifhis breath ftir not thir flames. 
Our purer effence then will overcome 
Thir noxious vapour, orenur'd not feel, 
i Or chang'd at length, and to the place conformd 
In temper and in nature, will receive 
Familiar thc tierce heat, and void of pain ; 
This horror will grow lnilde, this darknefs light, 
Betides what hope the never-ending flight 
Of future days maybring,what chance, what change 
Worth waiting, rince out prefent lot appeers 
. For happy though but iii, for iii not worft, 
i lf we procure not. to our felves more woe. 
Thus Belial with words cloath'd in reafons garb 
Counfel'd ignoble eafe, and peaceful floath, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 
Either to difinthrone the King of Heav'n 
We warr, ifwarr be beft, or to regain 
Our own right loft: him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate fhall yeild 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife : 
The former vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter: for what place can be for us 
Within Heav'ns bound, unlefsHeav'ns Lord fu- 
We overpower? Suppofe he fhould relent (pream 
And publifla Grace to ail, on promife ruade 
Of new Subje6tion ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 
Stric'-t Laws impos'd, to celebrate his Throne 
With 
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With warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead ring 
Forc't Halleluiah's; while he Lordly fits 
Our envied Sovran, and his Altar breathe8 
Ambrofial Odours and Ambrofial Flowers, 
Our fervile offerings. This muft be ou'r task 
In Heav'n, this our delight ; how wearifom 
Eternity fo fpent in worfhip paid 
To whom we hate. Let us not then purfue 
By force impoflîble, by leave obtain'd 
Hnacceptable, though in Heav'n, our ftate 
Of fplendid vaffalage, but rather feek 
Our own good from our felves, and from our own 
Lire to our felves, though in this vaft recefs, 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 
Hard liberty before the eafie yoke 
Of fervile Pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then mof confpicuous,when great things offmall, 
Ufeful of hurtful, profperous of adverfe 
We can create, and in what place fo e're 
Thrive under evil, and work eafe out of pain 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Ofdarknefs do we dread ? How oft amidft 
Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire 
Choofe to refide, his Glory unobfcur'd, 
And with the Majefty of darknefs round 
Covers hisThrone;from whence deep thunders roar 
MuR'ring thir rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ? 
As he ou,r, Darknefs, canot we his Light 
lmitate w hen we pleafe. This Defart foile 
Wants hot herhidden luftre, Gemms and Gold ; 
Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raire 
Magnificence ; and what can Heav'n fhew more ? 
E - Our 
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Our torments alfo may in length of time 
Become our Elements, thefe piercing Fires 
As fort as now fevere, our temper chang'd 
Into their temper ; which muf needs remove 
The fenfible of pain. Ail things invite 
To peaceful Counfels, and the fettl'd State 
Of ortier, how in fafety bef we may 
Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 
Of what we are and where, difmifiing quite 
Ail thoughts of Warr : ye have what I advife. 
He fcarce had finiflt, when fuch murmur filld 
Th' Affembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 
The round ofblutring winds,which ail night long 
Had rous'd the Sea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
i Sea-faring men orewatcht, whofe Bark by chance 
Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Bay 
After the Tempef : Such applaufe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd, 
Advifing peace : for fuch another Field 
They dreaded worfe then Hell : fo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 
Wrought ttill within them; and no lefs defire 
To round this netherEmpire, which might rire 
By pollicy, and long procefs of rime, 
In emulation oppofite to Heav'n. 
Which when Bëëlzebub perceiv'd, then whom, 
8atan except, none higher fat, with grave 
Afpec"t he rofe, and in his rifing feem'd 
A Pillar of State ; deep on his Front engraven 
Deliberation fat and publick care ; 
And Princely counfel in his face yet fhon, 
Majefick though in ruin : rage he food 
With 
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With ¢tlantean flaoulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightief NIonarchies ; his look 
Drew audience and attention fill as Night 
Or Summers Noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 
Thrones and imperial Powers, off-fpring ofheav'n, 
Ethereal Vertues; or thefe Titles now 
NIuf we renounce, and changing file be call'd 
Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing Empire ; doubtlefs ; while we dream, 
And know not that theKing ofHeav'n hath doom'di 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav'ns high jurisdicîion, in new League 
Banded againf his Throne, but to remaine 
In frie'-tef bondage, though thus far remov'd 
Llnder th' inevitable curb, referv'd 
His captive multitude : For he, be fure, 
I n highth or depth, fill firf and laf will Reign 
Sole King, and ofhis Kingdom loofe no part 
By our revoit, but over Hell extend 
His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule 
Ils here, as with his Golden thofe in Heav'n. 
What fit we then proje6ting Peace and Warr ? 
Warr hath determin'd us, and foild with lofs 
lrreparable ; tearms of peace yet none 
Voutfaf't or fought ; for what peace will be giv'n 
To us enflav'd, but cuftody fevere, 
And fripes, and arbitrary punifhment 
lnfli6ted ? and what peace can we return, 
But to our power hoftility and hate, 
Hntam'd relu6tance, and revenge though flow, 
Yet 
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Yet ever plotting how the Conquerour leafc 
I May reap his conqueft, and may leafc rejoyce 
In doing what we mort in fuffering feel ? 
Nor will occafion want, nor fhall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav'n, whofe high walls fear no affault or Siege, 
Or ambufh from the Deep. What if we find 
Some eafier enterprize ? There is a place 
( Ifancient and prophetic faine in Heav'n 
Err not ) another World, the happy feat 
Of fore new Race call'd Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though lefs 
In power and excellence, but favour'd more 
Ofhim who rules above ; fo was his will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath, 
fhook Heav'nsvhol circumference,confirm'd. 
let us bend ail our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 
Or fubftance, how endu'd, and what thir Power, 
And where thir weaknefs, how attempted beft, 
By forceor futtlety : Though Heav'n be fhut, 
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator fit fecure 
In his own ltrength, this place may lye expos'd 
The utmoft border of his Kingdom, left 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Soin advantagious a6t may be achiev'd 
By fudden onfet, either with Hell tire 
To wafte his whole Creation, or poffefs 
Ail as our own, and drive as we were driven, 
The punie habitants, or ifnot drive, 
Seduce them to our Party, that thir God 
May prove thir foe, and with repenting hand 
- Abo- 
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Abolifla his own works. This would furpafs 
Common revenge, and interrupt hisjoy 
:In our Confufion, and our Joy upraife 
In his difturbance; when his darling Sons 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, fhall curfe 
Thir frail Originals, and faded blifs, 
'Faded fo foon. Advife ifthis be worth 
iAttempting, or to fit in darknefs here 
:Hatching vain Empires. Thus BëèTzebub 
'Pleaded his devilifh Counfel, firft devis'd 
i By Satan, and in part propos'd: for whence, 
But from the Author of ail iii could Spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Ofmankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done ail to fpite 
The great Creatour ? But thir fpite ftill ferve 
His glory to augment. The bold detign 
Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy 
Sparkl'd in ail thir eyes ; with full affent 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews. 
Well have yejudg'd, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are, 
Great things refolv'd ; which from the loweft deep 
Will once more lift us up, in fpight of Fate, 
Neerer our ancient Seat ; perhaps in view 
Ofthofe bright confines,whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurfion we may chance (Arms 
Re-enter Heav'n ; or elle in fo,ne milde Zone 
Dwell not unvifited ofHeav'ns fair Light 
Secure, and at the brightning Orient beam [ 
Purge off this gloom ; the foft delicious Air, 1 400 
To heal the fcarr of thefe corrofive Fire» Shall[ 
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Shall breath her balme.But firf whom fhall we rend 
In fearch ofthis new world, whom fhall we find 
Sufficient ? who fhall tempt with wandring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyfs 
And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aerie flight 
tlpborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt , ere he arrive 
The happy lle ; what ftrength, what art can then 
Sufiîce, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the ftri& Senteries and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 
Ail circumfpec'-tion, and we now no lefs 
Choice in our fuffrage ; for on whom we rend, 
The weight of ail and our laft hope relies. 
This faid, he fat ; and expec'-tation held 
His look fufpence, awaiting who appeer'd 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but ail fat mute, 
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; & each 
In others count'nance red his own difmay 
Aftonifht : none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe Heav'n-warring Champions could be 
So hardie as to proffer or accept (round 
Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at laft 
8atan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with Monarchal pride 
Confcious ofhigheft worth, unmov'd thus fpake. 
O Progeny ofHeav'n, Empyreal Thrones, 
With reafon hath deep filence and demurr 
Seis'd us, though undifmaid : long is the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to Light ; 
Our 
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Our prifon ftrong, this huge convex of Fire, 
Outrageous to devour,immures us round 
Ninefold, and gares of burning Adamant 
Barr'd over us prohibit ail egrefs. 
Thefe paf, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneffential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lots of being 
Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
lfthence he fcape into vhat ever world, 
Or unknown Region, what remains him lcfs 
Then unknown dangers and as hard efcape. 
But I flaould ill become this Throne, O Peers, 
And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn'd 
With fplendor, arm'd with power, if aught pro- 
And judg'd of public moment,in the fhape (pos'd 
Of difficulty or danger could deterre 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I affume 
Thefe Royalties, and not refufe to Reign, 
Refufing to accept as great a fhare 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who Reigns, and fo much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the ref 
High honourd fits ? Go therfore mighty powers, 
Terror ofHeav'n, though fall'n ; intend at home, 
While here fhall be our home, what beff may eafe 
The prefent mifery, and render Hell 
More tollerable ; ifthere be cure or charm 
To refpite or deceive, or flack the pain 
Of" this ill Mafifion : intermit no watch 
Againf a wakeful Foe, while I abroad 
Through ail thecoafs ofdark deftruc2ion feek 
Deliverance for u» all: this enterprize 
F None 
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None fhall partake with me. Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented ail reply, 
Prudent, lea from his refolution rais'd 
Others among the chief might off.er now 
( Certain to be refus'd ) what erf they feard ; 
And fo refus'd might in opinion fand 
His rivais, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard huge mu earn.But they 
Dreaded not more th' adventure then his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe; 
Thir rifing ail at once was as the round 
OfThunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 
Extoll him equal to the highef in Heav'n : 
Nor fail'd they to exprefs how much they prais'd, 
That for the general fafety he defpis'd 
His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 
Loofe ail thir vertue ; leaf bad men fhould boaf 
Thir fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 
Or clore ambition varnifht o're with zeal. 
Thus they thir doubtful confultations dark 
Ended rejoycing in thir matchlefs Chier: 
As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
Afcending, while the North wind fleeps, o'erfpread 
Heav'ns chearful face, the lowring Element 
Scowls ore the dark'nd lantskip Snow, or fhowre; 
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell fweet 
Extend his ev'ning beam, the fields revive, 
The birds thir notes renew, and bleating herds 
Atteft thir joy, that hill and valley rings. 
O flaame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 
Firm concord holds, men onely difagree 

Of 
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Of Creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heavenly Grace : and God proclaiming peace, 
Yet lire in hatred, enmitie, and frife 
Among themfelves, and levie cruel warres, 
Wafing the Earth, each other to defroy : 
As if (which might induce us to accord) 
Man had not hellilh fbes anow befides, 
That day and night for his deftrucion waite. 
The 8tygian Councel thus diffolv'd; and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers, 
Midf came thir mighty Paramount, and feemd 
Alone th' AntagoniR of Heav'n, nor lefs 
Then Hells dread Emperour with pomp Supream, 
And God-like imitated State ; him round 
A Globe of fierie Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonrie, and horrent Arms. 
Then of thir Seflîon ended they bid cry 
With Trumpets regal round the great refult : 
Toward the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to thir mouths the founding Alchymie 
By Haralds voice explain'd : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard farr and wide, and ail the hoI of Hell 
With deafning flaout, return'd them loud acclaim. 
Thence more at eafe thir minds and fomwhat raîs'd 
By falfe prefumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and wandring, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or lad choice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likelief find 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great Chief return. 
Part on the Plain, or in the Air fublime 
Llpon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
F 2 As 
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As at th' Olympian Games or Pyttoian fields; 
Part curb thir fierie Steeds, or lhun the Goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads form. 
As when to warn proud Cities warr appears 
Wag'd in the troubl'd Skie, and Armies rufh 
To Battel in the Clouds, before each Van 
Pric forth the Aerie Knights, and couch thir fpears 
Till thicke Legions clore ; with feats of Arms 
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others with var T),ltooean rage more fell 
Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In whirhvind ; Hell fcarce holds the wilde uproar. 
As whcn dlcides from oealia Crown'd 
With conqueR, felt th' envenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Ttoe.ffalian Pines, 
And Licbas from the top of Oeta threw 
Into th' Euboic Sea. Others more milde, 
Retreated in a filent val}ey, ring 
With notes Angelical to many a Harp 
Thir own Heroic deeds and haplefs rail 
By doom of Battel ; and complain that Fate 
Free Vertue flaould enthrall to Force or Chance. 
Thir long was partial, but the harmony 
( What could it lefs when Spirits immortal ring ?) 
Sufpended Hell, and took with ravifhment 
The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet 
( For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senfe,) 
Others apart fat on a Hill retir'd, 
I n houghts more elevate, and reafon'd high 
Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will, and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute, 
And round no end, in wandring mazes 1o. 
Of 
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;Ofgood and evil much they argu'd then, 
Of happinefs and final mifery, 
Paffion and Apathie, and glory and fhame, 
Vain wifdom ail, and falfe Philofophie : 
Yet with a pleafing forcerie could charm 
Pain for a while or anguifh, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured bref 
With fubborn patience as with triple feel. 
Another part in Squadrons and grofs Bands, 
On bold adventure to difcover wide 
That difmal world, if any Clime perhaps 
Might yeild them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks 
Of four infernal Rivers that difgorge 
lnto the burning Lake thir baleful ftreams ; 
Abhorred styx the flood of deadly hate, 
Sad ¢cheron of forrow, black and deep ; 
'cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the ruful ftream ; tierce Phlegeton 
Whofe waves of torrent tire inflame with rage. 
Farr offfrom thefe a flow and filent ftream, 
Letbe the River of Oblivion roules 
Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former fate and being forgets, 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen Continent 
Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual forms 
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 
Of ancient pile ; ail elle deep fnow and ice, 
'A gulf profound as that serbonian Bog 
!Betwixt 1)amiata and mount oaa/lus old, 
Where 

570 

580 
59 ° 



Book .. Paraarife loti. 

6oo 

Where Armies whole have funk: the parching Air 
Burns frore, and cold performs th' effe& of Fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed Furies hall'd, 
At certain revolutions ail the damn'd 
Are brought : and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of tierce extreams,extreams by change more tierce, 
From Beds of raging Fire to Rarve in Ice 
Thir foft Ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round, 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to tire. 
They ferry over this Letrean Sound 
Both to and fro, thir forrow to au0ment, 
And wifh and Rruggle, as they pals, to reach 
The tempting Rream, with one fmall drop to loofe 
In fweet forgetfulnefs all pain and woe, 
Ail inone moment, and fo neer the brink ; 
But rate withftands, and to oppofe th' attempt 
Medu.fla with Gorgonian terror guards 
The Ford, and of it felf the water flies 
Ail tare of living wight, as once it fled 
The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
In confus'd march forlorn, th' adventrous Bands 
With fhuddring horror pale, and eyes agaf 
View'd firR thir lamentable lot, and round 
No reft : through many a dark and drearie Vaile 
They pals'd, and many a Region dolorous, 
O're many a Frozen, many a Fierie Alpe, 
Rocks, Caves, Lakes, Fens, Bogs,Dens, and flaades of 
A tIniverfe ofdeath, which God by curfe (death, 
Created evil, for evil only good, 
Where ail life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, ail monftrous, all prodigious things, 
Abomi- 
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i Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 
Then Fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons and Hydra's, and Chimera's dire. 
Mean while the Adverfary of God and Man, 
8atan with thoughts inflam'd ofhigheft defign, 
Puts on fwift wings, and toward the Gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight ; fore times 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fore times the left, 
Now fhaves with level wing the Deep,then foares 
tlp to the fiery concave touring high. 
As when farr off at Sea a Fleet defcri'd 
Hangs in the Clou&, by /EquinocTial Winds 
Clore failing from Bengala, or the Iles 
Of T"ernate and gidore, whence Merchants bring 
Thir fpicie Drugs : they on the trading Flood 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly toward the Pole. So feem' 
Farr off the flying Fiend : at laft appeer 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof, 
And thrice threefold the Gates ; three fol& were Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, (Brafs, 
hnpenitrable, impal'd with circling tire, 
Yet unconfum'd. Belote the Gates there fat 
On either ride a formidable fhape ; 
The one feem'd Woman to the wafte, and fair, 
But ended foui in many a fcaly fould 
Voluminous and vaft, a Serpent arm'd 
With mortal fting : about ber middle round 
A cry ofHell Hounds never ceafing bark'd 
With wide cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous Peal : yet, when they lift,would creep, 
If aught difturb'd thir noyfe, into her woomb, 
And 
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And kennel there,yet there ftill bark'd and howl'd 
Within unfcen. Farr lefs abhorrd then thefe 
Vex'd scylla bathing in the Sea that parts 
calabria from the hoarce Trinacrian thore : 
Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag, when call'd 
In fecret, riding through the Air fhe cornes 
Lur'd vith the fmcll of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland Witches, while the labouring Moon 
Eclipfes at thir charms. The other flaape, 
lfthape it might be call'd that fhape had none 
Diftinguilhablc in member, joynt, or limb , 
Or fubftance might be call d that fhadow feem'd, 
For each feem'd either ; black it ftood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 
And lbook a dreadful Dart ;.what feem'd his head 
The likenefs ofa Kingly Crovn had on. 
satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The Monfter moving onward came as fart, 
With horrid ftrides, Hell trembled as he ftrode. 
Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
iAdmir'd, not fear'd ; God and his Son except, 
Created thing naught vallu'd he nor t'hun'd ; 
And with disdainful look thus firft began. 
Whence and what art thou, execrable t'hape, 
That dar'f, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated Front athwart my way 
To yonder Gates ? through them I mean to pals, 
That be affur'd, without leave askt of thee : 
Retire, or tarte thy folly, and learn by proof, 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits of Heav,n. 
To whom the Goblin full of wrauth reply'd, 
Art thou that Traitor Angel, art thou hee, 
Who 
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Who firf broke peace in Heav'n and Faith,till then 
Llnbrok'n, and in proud rebellious Arms 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Sons 
Conjur'd againf the highef, for which both Thou 
And they outcaf from God, are here condemn'd 
To wafl:e Eternal daies in woe and pain ? 
And reck'n'f thou thy fclfwith Spirits of Heav'n, 
Hell-doomd, and breath'f defiance here and fcorn 
Where I reign King, and to enrage thee more, 
Thy King and Lord ? Back to thy punithment, 
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 
Leaf with a whip of Scorpions I purfue 
Thy lingring, or with one (troke ofthis Dart 
Strange horror feife thee, and pangs unfelt before. 
So fpake the grieflie terrour, and in thape, 
So fpeaking and fo threatning, grew ten fold 
More dreadful and deform : on th' other ride 
Incenc't with indignation Satan food 
Unterrifi'd, and like a Cornet burn'd, 
That tire» the length of ophiucus huge 
In th' Artick Sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes Peffilence and Warr. Each at the Head 
Level'd his deadly aime ; thir fatall hands 
i No fecond froke intend, and fuch a frown 
Each caf at th' other, as when two black Clouds 
With Heav'ns Artillery fraught, corne rattling on 
Over the Cafpian, then tand front to front 
Hov'ring a fpace, till Winds the fignal blow 
To joyn thir dark Encounter in raid air : 
So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell 
Grew darker at thir trown, fo matcht they food ; 
For never but once more was either like 
G To 
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To meet fo great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been achiev'd, whereof ail Hell had rung, 
l-lad not the Snakie Sorceret that fat 
FaR by Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key, 
Ris'n, and with hideous outcry ruth'd between. 
O Father, what intends thy hand, fhe cry'd, 
Againft thy only Son ? What fury O Son, 
Poffeffes thee to bend that mortal Dart 
Againft thy Fathers head ? and know'ft for whom; 
For him who fits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
What e're his wrath, which he calls Juftice, bids, 
His wrath which one day will deftroy ye both. 
She fpake, and at her words the hellifh Peft 
Forbore, then thefe to ber satan return'd : 
So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented tpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till firft I know ofthee, 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd, and why 
In this infernal Vaile firft met thou call'ft 
Me Father, and that Fantafin call'ft my Son ? 
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
Sight more deteftable then him and thee. 
T' whom thus the Portrefs of Hell Gate reply'd; 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foui, once deemd fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th' Affembly, and in fight 
Of ail the Seraphim with thee combin'd 
In bold confpiracy againft Heav'ns King, 
Ail on a fudden miferable pain 
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzie fwumm 
In 
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In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and fart 
Threw forth, till on the left ride op'ning wide, 
Likeft to thee in flaape and count'nance bright, 
Then flaining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feis'd 
Ail th' Hoft ofHeav'n ; back they recoild affraid 
At firft, and call'd me 8in, and for a Sign 
Portentous held me ; but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd, and with attrac2ive graces won 
The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thy felfin me thy perfe image viewing 
Becam'f enamour'd, and fuch joy thou took'f 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd 
A growing burden. Mean while Warr arofe, 
And fields were fought inHeav'n;  herein remaind 
( For what could elfe) to out Almighty Foe 
Cleer Vi6tory, to our part lofs and rout 
Through all the Empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the Pitch of Heaven, down 
lnto this Deep, and in the general rail 
I alfo ; at which time this powerful Key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 
Thefe Gates for ever fhut,which none can pals 
Withoutmy op'ning. Penfive here I fat 
Alone, but long I fat .hOt, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown 
Prodigious ,notion felt and rueful throes. 
At lat this odious offspring whom thou feef 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails,that with fear and pain 
Diforted, ail my nether fhape thus grew 
Transform'd : but he my inbred enemie 
G 2 Forth 
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I Forth iffu'd, brandithing hi, fatal Dart 
I Made to deftroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death ; 
Hell trembl'd at the hideous Naine, and figh'd 
From all her Caves, and back refounded Death. 
I fled, but he purfu'd (though more, it feem, 
ilnflam'd vith luft then rage ) and fwifter far, 
Me overtook his mother ail difmaid, 
And in embraces forcible and foule 
ilngendring with me, ofthat rape begot 
Thefe yelling Monfters that with ceaflefs cry 
Surround me, as thou fawft, hourly conceiv'd 
I And hourly born, with forrow infinite 
To me, for when they lift into the womb 
That bred them they return,and howle and gnaw 
My Bowels, their repatt ; then burtting forth 
Afreth with confcious terrours vex me round, 
That rett or intermiffion none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 
Grim Deatb my Son and foe, who rets them on, 
And me his Parent would full foon devour 
For want ofother prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involved ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter Morfcl, and his bane, 
When ever that thall be ; fo Fate pronounc'd. 
But thou O Father, I forewarn thee, thun 
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofe bright Arms, 
Though temper'd heav'nly, for that mortal dint, 
Save he who reigns above, none can refift 
She finith'd, and the futtle Fiend his lore 
Soon learnd, now milder, and thus anfwerd fmooth. 
Dear Daughter, rince thou claire'ff me for thy Sire, 
And 
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And my fair Son here fhowft me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 
Then fweet, now lad to mention, through dire 
Befalln us unforefeen,unthought of, know (change 
I come no enemie, but to let free 
From out this dark and difmal houle of pain, 
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly HoL 
. Of Spirits that in our juL pretenfes arm'd 
Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand foie, and one for ail 
My felf expofe, with lonely eps to tread 
Th' unfounded deep, & through the void immenfe 
To fearch with wandring queL a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now 
Created val and round, a place of blifs 
In the Pourlieues of Heav'n, and therein plac't 
A race of upftart Creatures, to fupply 
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov'd, 
Leaft Heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broiles : Be this or aught 
Then this more fecret now defign'd, I hale 
To know, and this once known, fhall foon return, 
And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 
Wing filently the buxom Air, imbalm'd 
With odours ; there ye fhall be fed and fill'd 
lmmeafurably, ail things fhall be yourprey. _ 
He ceas'd,for both feemd highly pleafd, and Death 
Grinnd horrible a gaftly fmile, to hear 
His famine fhould be fill'd, and bleL his mawe 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoyc'd 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her Sire. 
The 
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The key of this infernal Pit by due, 
And by command of Heav'ns all-powerful King 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
i Thefe Adamantine Gares ; againf all force 
Death ready ands to interpole his dart, 
:Fearlefs to be o'rematcht by living might. 
:But what ow I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruf me dow n 
Into this gloom of 7artarus profound, 
To fit in hateful Office here confin'd, 
Inhabitant of Heavn, and heav'nlie-born, 
Here in perpetual agonie and pain, 
With terrors and with clamors compafst round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed : 
Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou 
My being gav'f me ; whom fhould I obey 
Eut thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 
To that new world of light and blifs, among 
The Gods who live at eafe, where I fhall Reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 
Thus faying, from her ride the fatal Key, 
Sad infrument of all our woe, fhe took ; 
And towards the Gate rouling her befial train, 
Forthwith the huge Porcullis high up drew, 
Which but her felf not all the Stygian powers 
Could once have mov'd; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every Bolt and Bar 
Of maffie Iron or follid Rock with eafe 
Llnfaf'ns: on a fudden op'n flie 
With impetuous recoile and jarring round 
Th' infernal dores, and on thir hinges great 
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Harfh Thunder, that the lowefk bottom lhook 
Of Erebus. 8he op'nd, but to lhut 
Excel'd her power ; the Gares wide op'n fkood, 
That with extended wings a Bannerd Hoft 
LI nder fpread Enfigns m arching might pa£s through 
With Horfe and Chariots rankt in loofe array; 
So wide they ftood, and like a Furnace mouth 
Caft forth redounding fmoak and ruddy flame. 
BeIore thir eyes in fudden view appear 
The fecrets ofthe hoarie deep, a dark 
Illimitable Ocean without bound, (highth, 
Without dimenfion, where length, breadth, and 
And rime and place are lofk ; where eldeft Night 
And Chaos, Anceftors of Nature, hold 
Eternal /Inarchie, amidft the noi£e 
Of endlefs watts, and by confufion Rand. 
For hot,cold,moifk, and dry, four Champions tierce 
Strive here for Maiftrie,and to Battel bring 
Thir embryon Atoms ; they around the flag 
Of.each his fa4-tion, in thir feveral Clanns, 
Light-arm'd or heavy, fharp, fmooth,fwift or flow, 
Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the 8and8 
Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid foil, 
Levied to ride with warring Winds, and poire 
Thir lighter wings. To whom thefe mot adhere, 
Hee rules a moment ; Chaos Umpire fits, 
And by decifion more imbroiles the fray 
By which he Reigns : next him high Arbiter 
chance governs ail. Into this wilde Abyfs, 
The Womb of nature and perhaps her Grave, 
Of neither Sea, nor Shore, nor Air, nor Fire, 
But ail thefe in thir pregnant caufes mixt 
Con- 
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Confus'dly, and which thus rr,.+ufl: ever fight, 
Unlefs th' Almighty Maker them ordain 
His dark materials to crèate more Worlds, 
Into this wilde Abyfs the warie fiend 
Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while, 
Pondering his Voyage ; for no narrow frith 
He had to crofs. Nor was his eare lefs peal'd 
With noires loud and ruinous (to compare 
Great things with tmallfl then when Bellona Rorm, 
With all her battering Engines bent to rare 
Soin Capital City, or lefs then if this frame 
Of Heav'n were falling, and thefe Elements 
In mutinie had from her Axle torn 
The RedfaR Earth. At laft his Sail-broad Vannes 
He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmoak 
Hplifted fpurns the ground,thence many a League 
As in a cloudy Chair afcending rides 
Audacious, but that feat foon failing, meets 
A vatt vacuitie : all unawares 
Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thoufand fadom deep, and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The flrong rebuffof fom tumultuous cloud 
InRinc't with Fire and Nitre hurried him 
As many miles aloft : that furie ttay'd, 
Q.9_encht in a Boggie 8yrtis, neither Sea, 
Nor good dry Land : nigh founderd on he fares, 
Treading the crude confiflence, halfon foot, 
Hall flying; behoves him now both Oare and Saile. 
. As when a Gryfon through the Wildernefs 
With winged couffe ore Hill or moarie Dale, 
Purfues the ¢rimafpian, who by flelth 
Hadl 
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Had from his wakeful cuRody purloind 
The guarded Gold : So eagerly the fiend 
Orebog or Reep,through Rrait,rough,denfe,or rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet purfues his way, 
And fwims or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flyes: 
At length a univerfal hubbub wilde 
Of Running rounds and voices all confus'd 
Born through the hollow dark affaults his eare 
With loudeR vehemence : thither he plyes, 
tlndaunted to meet there what ever Fower 
Or Spirit of the nethermoft Abyfs 
Might in that noire refide, of whom to ask 
Which way the neereR coaR of darknefs lyes 
Bordering on light; when Rrait behold theThrone 
Of chaos, and his dark Pavillon fpread 
Wide on the waReful Deep ; with him Enthron'd 
Sat Sable-veRed Night, eldeR of things, 
The confort of his Reign ; and by them Rood 
Orcus and etdes, and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 
And Tumult and Confufion ail imbroild, 
And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths. 
T' whom Satan turning boldly,thus. Ye Powers 
AndSpirits ofthis nethermoR Abyfs, 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no Spie, 
Withpurpofe to explore or to diRurb 
The fecrets ofyour Realm, but by conRraint 
Wandring this darkfome defart, as my way 
Lies through your fpacious Empire up to light, 
Alone, and without guide, half lof't, I feek 
What readieR path leads where your gloomie 
Confine withHeav'n; or iffom other place (bounds 
H From 
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From your Dominion won, th' Ethereal King 
Poffeffes lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound, dire& my couffe ; 
Dire&ed, no mean recompence it brings 
'To your behoof, if I that Region lof, 
Ail ufurpation thence expell'd, reduce 
To her original darknefs-and your fway 
Which is my prefent journey) and once more 
the Standerd there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be th' advantage ail, mine the revenge. 
Thus 8atan ; and him thus the Anarch old 
With faultring fpeech and virage incompos'd 
Antwer'd. I know thee, flranger, who thou art, 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againfr Heav'ns King, though over- 
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hofl (thrown. 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confufion worfe confounded ; and Heav'n Gates 
Pourd out by millions ber vi&orious Bands 
Purfuing. I upon rny Frontieres here 
Keep refidence ; if ail I can will ferre, 
That little which is left fo to defend 
Encroacht on ttill through our inteftine broiles 
Weakning the Scepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ttretching far and wide beneath ; 
Nowlately Heaven and Earth, another World 
Hung ore my Realm, link'd in a golden Chain 
To that fideHeav'n from whenceyour Legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not farr ; 
So much the neerer danger ; goe and fpeed; 
Havock and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 
He 
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He ceas'd ; and 8atan fiaid not to reply, 
But glad that now his Sea fhould find a fhore, 

With frePn alacritie and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a Pyramid of tire 
Into the wilde expanfe, and through the Pnock 
Of fighting Elements, on all rides round 
Environ'd wins his way ; harder befet 
And more endanger'd, then when ¢rgo pafs'd 
Through Bofporus betwixt the jufiling Rocks : 
Or when OElyes on the Larbord Pnunnd 
Charyhdis, and by th' other whirlpool fteard. 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour hee ; 
But hee once part, foon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, fuch was the will of Heav'n, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beat'n way 
Over the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling Gulf 
Taniely endur'd a Bridge ofwondrous length 
From Hellcontinu'd reaching th' utmoft Orbe 
Ofthis frail World ; by which the Spirits perverfe 
With eafie intercourfe pals to and fro 
To tempt or puniPn mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpeciai grace. 
But now at laft the facred influence 
Oflight appears, and from the walls of Heav'n 
Shoots farr into the bofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn; here Nature firft begins 
Her fardeft verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmofk works a brok'n foe 
With tumult lefs and with lefs hofiile din, 
That 8atan with let toil, and now with eafe 
H 2 Wafts 
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Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light 
And like a weather-beaten Veffel holds 
Gladly the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torn ; 
Or in the emptier wafe, refembling Air, 
Weighs his fpread wings , at leafure to behold 
Farr offth' Empyreal Heav'n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermind fquare or round, 
With Opal Towrs and Battlements adorn'd 
Of living Saphire, once his native Seat ; 
And far by hanging in a golden Chain 
This pendant world, in bignefs as a Starr 
Offmallef Magnitude clore by the Moon. 
Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 
Accurf, and in a curfed hour he hies. 

End o.f tke çcond Book. 
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Ail holy l!ght,ofspring ofHeav'n firft-born, 
Orof th Eternal Coetern,al beam 
May I exprefs thee unblam d? rince God is 
( light, 
And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee, 
Bright e_ffluence of bright effence increate. 
Or hear'ft thou rather pure Ethereal ftream, 
Whofe Fountain who thall tell ? before the Sun, 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a Mantle didft inveft 
The rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
Efcap't the Stygian Pool, though long detain'd 
In that obfcure fojourn, while in my flight 
Through utter and through middle darknefs borne 
With 
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With other notes then to th' Or])hean Lyre 
I fung of chaos and EternalNigbt, 
Taught by the heav'nly Mule to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to reafcend, 
Though hard and rare: thee I revifit rare, 
And feel thy fovran vital Lamp ; but thou 
Revifit'ft not thefe eyes, that rowle in vain 
"Fo find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ferene hath quencht thir Orbs, 
Or dim fuffufion veild. Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wander where the Mules haunt 
Cleer Spring, or fl, adie Grove, or Sunnie Hill, 
Smit with the love of facred long; but chier 
Thee sion and the flowrie Brooks beneath 
That wa/h thy hallowd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I vifit : nor fomtimes forget 
Thofe other two equal'd with me in Fate, 
So were I equal'd with them in renown, 
Blind 7-hamyris and blind Mceonides, 
And ïïre.flïs and Pbineus Prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie more 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful Bird 
Sings darkling, and in lhadieft Covert hid 
Tunes her noc'-turnal Note. Thus with the Year 
Seafons return, but hot to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of Ev'n or Morn, 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or Summers Rofe, 
Or flocks, or herds, orhuman face divine ; 
But cloud in ftead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful waies of men 
Cut off, and for the Book of knowledg fait 
Prefented with a Hniverfal blanc 
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Of Natures works to mee expung'd and ras'd, 
And wifdome atone entrance quite fhut out. 
So much the rather thou Celeftial light 
Shine inward, and the mind through ail her powers 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence 
Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell 
Of things invifible to mortal fight. 
Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he fits 
High Thron'd above all highth, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him ail the San&ities of Heaven 
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv'd 
Beatitude par utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his Glory fat, 
His onely Son; On Earth he firft beheld 
Our two firft Parents, yet the onely two 
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac't, 
Reaping immortal fruits of.joy and love, 
tIninterrupted .joy, unrivald love 
In blifsful folitude ; he then furvey'd 
Hell and the Gulfbetween, and satan there 
Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this ride Night 
In the dun Air fublime, and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet 
On the bare outfide of this World, that feem'd 
Firm land imbofom'd without Firmament, 
tIncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 
Him God beholding from his profpe& high, 
Wherein paf, prefent, future he beholds, 
Thus to his onely Son forefçeing fpake. 
Onely begotten Son, feeft thou what rage 
Tranfports 
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Tranfports our adverfarie, whom no bounds 
Prefcrib'd, no barrs of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs 
Wide interrupt tan hold ; fo bent he feems 
On defperat revenge, that thall redound 
Hpon hisown rebellious head. And now 
Through all rettraint broke loofe he wings his way 
Not farr offHeav'n, in the Precin&s of light, 
Dire&ly towards the new created World, 
And Man there plac't, with purpofe to aflhy 
:If him by force he can dettroy, or worfe, 
By fom falfe guile pervert ; and fhall pervert; 
For man will heark'n to his glozing lyes, 
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole Command, 
isole pledge ofhis obedience : So will fall 
Hee and his faithlefs Progenie : whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? ingrate, he had ofmee 
AI1 he could have ; I made himjutt and right, 
:Suflïcient to have ttood, though free to fall. 
Such I created ail th' Ethereal Powers 
i And Spirits,both them who ttood& them who faild; 
Freely they ttood who ttood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proofcould they have givn fincere 
Of true allegiance,conttant Faith or Love, 
Where onely what they needs rouit do, appeard, 
Not what they would ? what praife could they re- 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, (ceive? 
When Will and Reafon (Reafon alfo is choice) 
Hfelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoild, 
Made Faffive both, had fervd neceffitie, 
Not mee. They therefore as to right belongd, 
So were created, nor can juttly accule 
Thir 
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Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate ; 
As if Predeitination over-rul'd 
Thir will, difpos'd by abfolute Decree 
Or high foreknowledge ; they themfelves decreed 
Thir own revolt, hOt I : if I foreknew, 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 
Which had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 
So without leait impulfe or fhadow of Fate, 
Or aught by me imrnutablie forefeen, 
They trefpafs, Authors to themfelves in ail 
[3oth what they judge and what they choofe; for fo 
I forrnd them free, and free they rouit remain, 
Till they enthrall themfelves : I elfe mutt change 
:Thir nature, and revoke the high Decree 
'Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordain'd 
Thir freedom, they themfelves ordain'd thir fall. 
The firtt fort by thir own fuggettion fell, 
Self-tempted, felf-deprav'd : Man fallsdeceiv'd 
By the other firit : Man therefore fhall find grace, 
The other none : in Mercy and Juttice both, 
Through Heav'n andEarth, fo fhall my glorie excel, 
But Mercy firit and lait fhall brighteit fhine. 
Thus while God fpake,ambrofial fragrance fill'd 
Ail Heav'n, and in the bleffed Spirits ele& 
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus'd : 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Moit glorious, in him all his Father fhon 
Subitantially exprefs'd, and in his face 
Divine compaffion vifibly appeerd, 
Love without end, and without meafure Grace, 
Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. 
0 Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
I Thy 
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!Thy fovran fentence, that Man flaould find grace ; 
For which both Heav'n and Earth flaall high extoll 
Thy praifes, with th' innumerable found 
Of Hymns and facred Songs, wherewith thy Throne 
Encompafs'd flaall refound thee ever bleft. 
For flaould Man finally be loft, fhould Man 
Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft Son 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, thoughjoynd 
With his own folly ? that be from thee farr, 
That farr be from t_hee, Father, who art Judge 
Of ail things made, and judgeft onely right. 
Or fhall the Adverfarie thus obtain 
His end, and frufrate thine, flaall he fulfill 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to naught, 
Or proud return though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accomplifla't and to Hell 
Draw after him the whole Race of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thy felf 
Abolifla thy Creation, and unmake, 
For him, what for thy glorie thou haft made ? 
So fhould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 
Be queftiond and blafpheam'd without defence. 
To whom the great Creatour thus reply'd. 
O Son, in whom my Soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bofom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and effe6tual might, 
All haf thou fpok'n as my thoughts are, all 
As my Eternal purpofe hath decreed: 
Man fhall hot quite be lof, but fav'd who wi]l, 
Yet hot of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely voutfaft ; once more I will renew 
His lapfed powers, though forfeit and enthrall'd 
By 
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By fin to foul exorbitant defires; 
tlpheld by me, yet once more he fhall ftand 
On even ground againft his mortal foe, 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall'n condition is, and to me ow 
Ail his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chofen of peculiar grace 
Elec"t above the reft ; fo is my will : 
The reft fhall hear me call, and oft be warnd 
Thir finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
Th'incenfed Deitie, while offerd grace 
Invites ; for I will cleer thir fenfes dark, 
What may fuffice, and foft'n ftonie hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endevord with fincere intent, 
Mine eare fhall not be flow, mine eye hOt fhut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My Hmpire Confcience, whom ifthey will hear, 
Light after light well us'd they fhall attain, 
And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 
This my long fufferance and my day of grace 
They who negle6t and fcorn, fhall never tarte ; 
But hard be hard'nd, blind be blinded more, 
That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall; 
And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 
But yet ail is hot don ; Man difobeying, 
Difloyal breaks his feiltie, and finns 
Againt the high Supremacie of Heav'n, 
Affec'-ting God-head, and fo loofing ail, 
To expiate his Treafon bath naught left, 
But to deftruc2ion facred and devote, 
12 
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He with his whole PoReritie mur die, 
Die hee or Juttice lnutt ; unlefs for him 
Som other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid ftisfa&ion, death for death. 
Say Heav'nly Powers,where flall we find fuch love, 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Mans mortal crime, andjuR th' unjuRto lave, 
Dwels in ail Heaven charitie fo deare ? 
He ask'd, but all the Heav'nly Q.9_ire ttood mute, 
And filence was in Heav'n : on mans behalf 
Patron or Interceffor none appeerd, 
Much lefs that durf upon his own head draw 
The deadly f6rfeiture, and ranfom fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muç have bin lof, adjudg'd to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulnefs dwels of love divine, 
His deareR mediation thus renewd. 
Father, thy word is part, man fhall find grace ; 
And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers, 
To vifit ail thy creatures, and to ail 
Cornes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfought, 
Happie for man, fo coming ; he her aide 
Can never feek, once dead in fins and loR ; 
Attonement for himfelfor offering meet, 
lndebted and undon, hath none to bring : 
Behold mee then, mee for him, lire for life 
I offer, on mee let thine anger fall ; 
Account mee man ; I tbr his fake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this glorie next to thee 
Freely put.off, and for him laftly die 

Well 
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Well pleas'd, on me let Death wreck all his rage ; 
llnder his gloomie power I flaall not long 
Lie vanquiflat ; thou haf givn me to poffefs 
Life in my felf for ever, by thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yeild, anci am his ciue 
Ail that of me can die, yet that debt paici, 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfom grave 
His prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted Soule 
For ever with corruption there to dwell ; 
But I flaall rire Vi6torious, and fubdue 
MyVanquiflaer, fpoild of his vanted fpoile; 
Death his deat hs wound hall then receive, & foop 
Inglorious, of his mortall fing difarm'd. 
I through the ample Air in Triumph high 
Shall leaci Hell Captive maugre Hell, and fhow 
The powers ofdarknefs bound. Thou at the fight 
Pleas'd, out of Heaven fhalt look down and fmile, 
While by thee rais'ci I ruin ail my Foes, 
Death laft, and with his Carcafs glut the Grave: 
Then with the multitude of my redeemd 
Shall enter Heaven long abfent, and returne, 
Father, to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger fhall remain, but peace affur'd, 
Anci reconcilement ; wrauth fhall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefence Joy entire. 
His words here ended, but his meekafpe6t 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immot tal love 
To mortal men, above which only flaon 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 
Glad to be offe'd, he attencis the will 
Of his great Father. Admiration feis'ci 
Ail Heav'n, what this might mean, & whither 
won- 
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Wondring ; but foon th' Almighty thus reply'd : 
O thou in Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou 
My fole complacence ! well thou know'R how dear, 
To me are ail my works, nor Man the leaf 
Though laf created, that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to lave, 
By loofing thee a while, the whole Race loR. 
Thou therefore whom thou only canf redeeme, 
Thir Nature alfo to thy Nature joyne ; 
And be thy felf Man among men on Earth, 
Made flefh, when time fhall be, of Virgin feed, 
By wondrous birth : Be thou in ¢dams room 
The Head ofall mankind, though ¢dams Son. 
As in him perifh all men, fo in thee 
As from a fecond root fhall be refor'd, 
As many as are refor'd, without thee none. 
:His crime makes guiltie ail his Sons, thy merit 
lmputed fhall abfolve them who renounce 
Thir own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is mort juif, 
Shall fatisfie for Man, be judg'd and die, 
And dying rire, and rifing with him raire 
His Brethren, ranfomd with his own dear lire. 
So Heav'nly love fhal out doo Hellifh hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeeme, 
So dearly to redeem what Hellifla hate 
So eafily deftroy'd, and ftill deftroyes 
In thofe who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor fhalt thou by defcending to allume 
Mans Nature, lefs'n or degrade thine owne. 
Becaufe 
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Becaufe thou haft, though Thron'd in highefl bhfs 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all to f--ave 
A World from utter lors, and haft been found 
By Merit more then Birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieft to be fo by being Good, 
Fart more then Great or High; becaufe in thee 
Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds, 
Therefore thy Humiliation fhall exalt 
With thee thy Manhood alfo to this Throne ; 
Here fhalt thou fit incarnate, here flaalt Reigne 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed univerfal King ; all Power 
I give thee, reign for ever, and affume 
Thy Merits ; under thee as Head Supream 
Thrones,Princedoms,Powers, Dominions I reduce: 
All knees to thee fhall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell ; 
When thou attended glorioufly from Heav'n 
Shalt in the Skie appeer, and from thee rend 
The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaime 
Thy dread Tribunal : forthwith from all Windes 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Ofall part Ages to the general Doom 
Shall haft'n,fuch a peal fhall roufe thir fleep. 
Then all thy Saints affembl'd, thou fhaltjudge 
Bad men and Angels, they arraignd fhall fink 
Beneath thy Sentence ; Hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth fhall be for ever fhut. Mean while 
The World, t'hall burn, and from her afhes fpring 
New Heav n and Earth, wherein the jut fhall] 
And after ail thir tribulations long (dwell] 
See 

3IC 
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See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. 
Then thou thy regal Scepter fhalt lay by, 
For regal Scepter then no more fhall need, 
God fhall be Ail in Ail. But ail ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compafs ail this dies, 
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee. 
No fooner had th' Almighty ceas't, but ail 
"Fhe multitude ofAngels with a fhout 
Loud as-from numbers without number, fweet 
As ri'oto bleft voices, uttering joy,, Hea, v'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Hofanna s fill d 
Th' eternal Regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either Throne they bow,& to the ground 
i With folemn adoration down they caft 
Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which 6nce 
In Paradife, fart by the Tree of Life 
Began to bloom, but foon for mans offence 
ToHeav'n remov'd where firft it grew, there grows, 
_nd flours aloft fhading the Fount of Life, 
And where the river of Blifs through midft of Heavn 
Rowls o're Elifian Flours her Amber t}ream; 
With thefe that never fade the Spirits Ele6t 
Bind thir refplendent locks inwreath'd with beam., 
Now in loofe Garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jafper fhon 
lmpurpl'd with Celeftial Roi'es fmil'd. 
Then Crown'd again thir gold'n Harps they took, 
Harp ever tun'd, that glittering by their ride 
Like Q.p_ivers hung, and with Proeamble fweet 
Of charming fymphonie they introduce 
Their 
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Thir facred Song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could joine 
Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heav'n. 
Thee Father firft they fung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; thee Author of ail being, 
Fountain of Light, thy felf inv ifible 
Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ff 
Thron'd inacceffible, but when thou fhad'f 
The full blaze of thy beams,and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceffive bright thy skirts appeer, 
Yet dazle Heav'n, that brightef Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil thir e yes. 
Thee next they rang of ail Creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Simil!tude, 
In whofe confpi,cuous count nance, without cloud 
Made vifible, th Almighty Father fhines, 
iWhom elfe no Creature canbehold ; on thee 
. Imprefst the effulgence of his Glorie abides, 
:Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
Hee Heav'n of Heavens and ail the Powers therein 
By thee created, and by thee threw down 
Th' afpiring Dominations : thou that day 
Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder didft not fpare, 
Nor fop thy flaming Chariot wheels, that fhook 
Heav'ns everlafting Frame, while o're the necks 
Thou drov'R of warring Angels difarraid. 
Back from purfuit thy Powers with loud acclaime 
Thee only extold, Son of thy Fathers might, 
To execute tierce vengeance on his foes, 
Not fo on Man ; him through their malice fall'n, 
K Father 
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i Father of Mercie and Grace, thou didR not doome 
:So RricCtly, but much more to pitie encline : 
No fooner did thy dear and onely Son 
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail Man 
So RricCtly, but much more to pitie enclin'd, 
He to appeafe thy wrauth, and end the Rrife 
Of Mercy and Juftice in thy face difcern'd, 
Regardlefs ofthe Blifs wherein hee fat 
Second to thee, offerd himfelf to die 
For mans offence. O unexampl'd love, 
Love no where to be found lefs then Divine ! 
Hail Son ofGod, Saviour of Men, thy Naine 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
i Henceforth, and never fhall my Harp thy praife 
Forger, nor from thy Fathers praife disjoine. 
Thus they in Heav'n, above the Rarry Sphear, 
Thir happie hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe 
Ofthis round World, whofe firft convex divides 
The luminous inferior Orbs, enclos'd 
From Ebaos and th' inroad of Darknefs old, 
satan alighted walks : a Globe farr off 
It feem'd, now feems a boundlefs Continent 
Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starlefs expos'd, and ever-threatning ftorms 
Ofcha0s bluRring round, inclement skie ; 
Save on that ride which from the wallofHeav'n 
Though diRant farr fom fmall refiecCtion gaines 
Ofglimmering air lefs vext .with tempeft loud : 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in fpacious field. 
As when a Vultur on lmaus bred, 
Whofe fnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Dif- 
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Diflodging from a Region fcarce of prey 
1o gorge the flefh of Lambs or yeanling Kids 
On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the 
Of Ganges or HydaJ]es, Indian ftreams ; (Springs 
But in his way lights on the barren plaines 
Of.sericana, where cbinefes drive 
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light : 
So on this windie Sea of Land, the Fiend 
Walk'd up and down alone bent on his prey, 
Alone, for other Creature in this place 
Living or livelefs to be found was none, 
i Noneyet, but ftore hereafter from the earth 
i Hp hither like Aereal vapours flew 
i Ofall things tranfitorie and vain, when Sin 
With vanity had filld the works of men : 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built thir fond hopes of Glorie or latting faine, 
Or happinefs in this or th' other lire; 
All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 
Ofpainful Superftition and blind Zeal, 
Naught feeking but the praife ofmen, here find 
Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds ; 
All th' unaccomplifht works of Natures hand, 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mixt, 
Diffolvd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final diffolution, wander here, (dreamd ; 
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as fome have 
Thofe argent Fiel& more likely habitants, 
Tranflated Saints, or middle SFirits hold 
Betwixt th' Angelical and Human kinde : 
Hither ofill-joynd Sons and Daughters born 
Firft from the ancient World thole Giants came 
K  With 
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With many a vain exploit, though then renownd : 
The builders next of Babel on the Plain 
Of Sennaar, and Rill with vain defigne 
New Babds, had they wherewithall, would build: 
Others came fingle ; hee who to be deemd 
A God, leap'd fondly into eEtna flames, 
£mpedocles, and hee who to enjoy 
Plato's £1yium, leap'd into the Sea, 
cleombrotus, and many more too long, 
Embryo's and Idiots, Eremits and Friers 
White, Black and Grey, w ith. ail thir trumperie. 
Here Pilgrims roam, that f[ray'd fo farr to feek 
In Golgotba him dead, who lives in Heav'n ; 
And they who to be fure of Paradife 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
Or in Francifcan think to pals difguis'd ; 
They pals the Planers tven, and pals the fixt, 
And that Cryf[alline Sphear whofe ballance weighs 
The Trepidation talkt, and that firft mov'd; 
And now Saint Peter at Heav'ns Wicket feems 
To wait them with his Keys, and now at foot 
Of Heav'ns afcent they lift thir Feet, when loe 
A violent crofs wind from either Coaft 
Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand Leagues awry 
Into the devious Air ; then might ye fee 
Cowles, Hoods and Habits with thir wearers tort 
And flutterd into Raggs, then Reliques, Beads, 
Indulgences, Difpenfes, Pardons, Bulls, 
The fport of Winds : ail thefe upwhirld aloft 
Fly o're the backfide of the World farr off 
Into a Limbo large and broad, rince calld 
The Paradife ofFools, to few unknown 
Long, 
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Long after, now unpeopl'd, and untrod; 
Ail this dark Globe the Fiend round as he pals'd, 
And long he wanderd, till at laft a gleame 
Ofdawning light turnd thither-ward in halte 
His travell'd lteps ; farr diftant hee defcries 
Afcending by degrees magnificent 
l.Ip to the wall of Heaven a StruCture high, 
At top whereot, but farr more rich appeerd 
The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate 
With Frontifpice of Diamond and Gold 
Imbelliflat, thick with fparkling orient Gemmes 
The Portal flaon, inimitable on Earth 
[3y Model, or by fhading Pencil drawn. 
The Stairs were fuch as whereon acob faw 
Angels afcending and defcending, bands 
OfGuardians bright,when he from Efau fled 
To Padan-lram in the field of Luz, 
Dreaming by night under the open Skie, 
And waking cri'd, This is the Gate of Heav'n. 
Each Stair mylterioufly was meant, nor ltood 
l'here alwaies, but drawn up to Heav'n fomtimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd 
Of Jafper, or of liquid Pearle, whereon 
Who after came from Earth, fayling arriv'd, 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o're the Lake 
Rapt in a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds. 
The Stairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafie afcent, or aggravate 
His lad exclufion from the dores of Blifs. 
Dire6t againlt which op'nd from beneath, 
Juft o're the blifsful feat of Paradife, 
A paffage down to th' Earth, a paffage wide, 
Wider 
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Wider by farr then that of after-times 
Over Mount sion, and, though that were large, 
Over the Promis'd Land to God fo dear, 
By which, to vifit oft thofe happy Tribes, 
On high behefts his Angels to and fro 
Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Paneas the fount ofordans flood 
To Bëerfaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on/Egypt and the/Irabian fhoare 
So wide the op'ning feemd, where bounds were fer 
To darknefs, fuch as bound the Ocean wave. 
 Satan from hence now on the lower flair 
That fcal'd by f[eps ofGold to Heav'n Gare 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this World at once. As when a Scout 
Through dark and defart wayes with peril gone 
All night ; at laf[ by break of chearful dawne 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing Hill, 
to his eye difcovers unaware 
The goodly profpe& of fome forein land 
FirPc feen, or fome renownd Metropolis 
çVith glif[ering Spires and Pinnacles adornd, 
Which now the Rifing Sun guilds with his beams. 
Such wonder feis'd, though after Heaven feen, 
The Spirit maligne, but much more envy feis'd 
At fight of all this World beheld fo faire. 
Round he furveys, and well might, where he f[ood 
So high above the circling Canopie 
Ot Nights extended fhade ; from EaPcern Point 
OfLibra to the fleecie Starr that bears 
/Indromeda farr off ¢tlantick Seas 
c Beyond th' Horizon; then from Pole to Pole 
He 
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[-Ie views in bredth, and without longer paufe 
)own right into the Worlds firf Region throws 
His flight precipitant, and windes with eafe 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way 
Amongft innumerable Starrs, that fhon 
Stars diftant, but nigh hand feemd other Worlds, 
Or other Worlds they feemd, or happy Iles, 
Like thofe Hefperian Gardens fam'd ofold, 
Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales, 
Thrice happy Iles, but who dwelt happy there 
He ftayd not to enquire : above them all 
The golden Sun in fplendor likeft Heaven 
Allur'd his eye: Thither his courre he bends 
Through the calm Firmament ; but up or downe 
By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, 
Or Longitude, where the great Luminarie 
Alooff the vulgar Conftellations thick, 
That from his Lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Difpenfes Light from farr ; they as they more 
Thir Sarry dance in numbers that compute (Lamp 
Days, months, and years, towards his all-chearing 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turnd 
By his Magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The Hnivers, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unfeen, 
Shoots invifible vertue even to the deep : 
So wondroufly was let his Station bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe 
Through his glaz'd Optic Tube yet never faw. 
l'he place he found beyond expreffion bright, 
Compar'd with aught on Earth, Medal or Stone; 
Not 
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Not ail parts like, but all alike informd 
Which radiant light, as wing Iron with tire; 
If mettal, part feemd Gold, part Silver cleer; 
If fone, Carbuncle mof or Chryfolite, 
Rubie or Topaz, to the Twelve that fhon 
In larons Brelt-plate, and a ltone befides 
Imagind rather oft then elfewhere feen, 
That ltone, or like to that which here below 
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought, 
In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde 
Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various fhapes old Proteus from the Sea, 
Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth lïlixir pure, and Rivers run 
Potable Gold, when with one vertuous touch 
Th' Arch-chimic Sun fo farr from us remote 
Produces with Terreltrial Humor mixt 
Here in the dark fo many precious things 
Of colour glorious and effecR fo rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazl'd, farr and wide his eye commands, 
For fight no obltacle found here, nor fhade, 
But all Sun-fhine, as when his Beams at Noon 
Culminate from th'/Equator, as they now 
Shot upward ltill dire&, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and the Aire, 
No where fo cleer, lharp'nd his vifual ray 
To obje&s diftant fart, whereby he foon 
Sawwithin kenn a glorious Angel Rand, 
-[he lame whom otan faw alfo in the Sun : 
H is back was turnd, but not his brightnefs hid; 
Of 
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Ofbeaming funnie Raies, a golden tiar 
Circl'd his Head, nor loE- hisLocks behind 
Illuftrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings 
Lay waving round; on foin great charge imploy'd 
Hee feemd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the Spirit impure as now in hope 
To find who might dire& his wandring flight 
To Paradife the happie feat of Man, 
Hisjournies end and our beginning woe. 
Sut firf he cafés to change his proper fhape, 
Which elle might work him danger or delay : 
And now a fripling Cherube he appeers, 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth finil'd Celefial, and to every Limb 
Sutable grace diffus'd, fo well he feignd ; 
tInder a Coronet his flowing haire 
Incuries on either cheek plaid, wings he wore 
Ofmany a colourd plume fprinkl'd with Gold, 
His habit fit for fpeed fuccin&, and held 
Belote his decent, fteps a Silver wand. 
Hedrew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant virage turnd, 
Admonifht by his eare, and ftrait was known 
Th' Arch-Angel "Uriel, one of the feav'n 
Who in Gods prefence, neereft to his Throne 
Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes 
That run through all the Heav'ns, or down to th' 
13ear his fwift errands over moif and dry, (Earth 
O're Sea and Land : him 8atan thus accordes. 
'riel, for thou of thofe feav'n Spirits that ttand 
In fight of God's high Throne, glorioutly bright, 
The firtt art wont his great authentic will 
L Inter- 
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Interpreter through highet Heav'n to bring, 
Where all his Sons thy Embaffie attend ; 
And here art likelieft by fupream decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 
To vifit oft this new Creation round ; 
tlnfpeakable defire to fee, and know 
Ail thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
Ail thefe his works fo wondrous he ordaind, 
Hath brought me from the Qires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteft Seraph tell 
In which ofall thefe fhining Orbes hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 
But ail thefe fhining Orbes his choice to dwell ; 
That I may find him, and with fecret gaze, 
Or open admiration him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beftowd 
Worlds,and on whom hath ail thefe graces powrd; 
That both in him and ail things, as is meet, 
The Hniverfal Maker we may praife ; 
Whojuftly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes 
To deepeft Hell, and to repair that lofs 
Created this new happie Race of Men 
To ferre him better : wife are ail his wayes. 
So fpake the falfe diffembler unperceivd ; 
For neither Man nor Angel can difcern 
Hypocrifie, the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, 
By his permifiïve will, through Heav'n and Earth 
Ard oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
At wifdoms Gare, and to fimplicitie 
Refigns her charge, while goodnefsthinks no il 
Where 
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Where no iii feems : Which now for once beguil'd 
rfel, though Regent ofthe Sun,and held 
The fharpet{ fighted Spirit of all in Heav'n ; 
Who to the fraudulent Impoftor foule 
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus returnd. 
Faire Angel,thy defire which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorifie 
The great Work-Maifter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy Empyreal Manfion thus alone, 
To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 
Contented with report heare onely in heav'n: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthiePt to be ail 
Had in remembrance ahvayes with delight ; 
But what created mind can comprehend 
Thir number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid thir caufes deep. 
I faw when at his Word the for,nlefs Mafs, 
This worlds material mould, came to a heap : 
Confufion heard his voice, andwilde uproar 
8tood rul'd,-ftood vaft in6nitude confin'd; 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled, 
Light fhon, and order rioto diforder t'prung : 
8wift to thir feveral Q.g_arters hafted then 
The cumbrous Elements,Earth, Flood,, Aire, Fire, 
And this Ethereal quinteftence of Heav n 
Flew upward, fpirited a,T:ith various torms, 
That rowld orbicular, and turnd to 8tarrs 
Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they more ; 
Each had his place appointed, each his courre, 
L 2 Thc 
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The reff in circuit walles this Hniverfe. 
Look downward on that Globe whofe hither ride 
With light from hence,though but refleCted, flqines; 
That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light 
His day, which elle as th' other Hemifphere 
Night would invade, but there the neighbouring 
(So call that oppofite fair Starr) ber aide (Moon 
Timely interpoles, and her monthly round 
Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid Heav'n ; 
With borrowd light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten the Earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 
ldams abode, thofe loftie lhades his Bowre. 
Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 
Thus faid, he turnd, and Satan bowing low, 
As to fuperior Spirits is wont in Heav'n, 
Where honour due and reverence none negleCts, 
Tookleave,and toward the coaft of Earth beneath, 
Down from th' Ecliptic, fped with hop'd fuccefs, 
Throws his fteep flight with many an Aerie wheele, 
Nor Raid, till on Nibates top he lights. 

Ube End of tbe 7nhh'd Book. 
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,.. For that warning voice,which he who faw 
Th' @ocalyps, heard cry in Heaven aloud, 
Then when theDragon,put to fecond rout, 
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 
lVo to ttae kzhabitants on Earth .t that now, 
While time was, our firf[ Parents had bin warnd 
The coming of thir fecret foe, and fcap'd 
Haply fo fcap'd his mortal fnare ; for now 
8atan, now firft inflam'd with rage, came down, 
The Tempter ere th' Acculer ofman-kind, 
To wreck on innocent f-rail man his lors 
'Ofthat fiR Battel, and his flight to Hell : 
Yet hot rejoycing in his fpeed, though bold, 
Far off and fearlefs, nor xvith caufe to boaft, 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth " 
iNow rowling, boiles in his tumultuous brefS, 
And like a devillifh Engine back recoiles 
Upon 

IO 



Book. 4- Paraalife loft. 

Hpon himfelf; horror and doubt dietra& 
His troubl'd thoughts, and from the bottom Rirr 
Fhe Hell within him, for within him Hell 
He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
One etep no more then from himfelfcan fly 
By change of place: Now confcience wakes defpair 
That flumberd, wakes the bitter memorie 
Ofwhat he was, what is, and what mur be 
Worfe;ofworfe deeds worfe fufferings m.uet enfue. 
Sometimes towards Eden which now in his view 
i Lay plea£ant, his grievd look he fixes lad, (Sun, 
'Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing 
i Which now fat high in his Meridian Towre : 
Then much revolving,thus in fighsbegan. 
O thou that with furpaffing Glory crownd, 
Look'et from thy foie Dominion like the God 
Ofthis new World ; at whofe fight all the Starrs 
Hide thir diminifht heads ; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy naine 
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance ri'oto what Rate 
I fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare ; 
Till Pride and worfe Ambition threw me down 
Warring in Heav'n againet Heav'ns matchlefs King: 
Ah wherefore ! he detrvd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
tlpbraided none ; nor was his fervice hard. 
What could be lefs then to afford him praife, 
The eafieet recompence, and pay him thanks, 
How due ! yet ail his good prov'd ill in me, 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up fo high 

I 
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I fdeind fubje6tion, and thought one ftep higher 
Would let me higheft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude, 
8o burthenfome, ftill paying, ftill to ow ; 
Forgetful what from him I ftill receivd, 
And underood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not, but itill pays, at once 
Indebted and difchargd ; what burden then ? 
O had his powerful Deitiny ordaind 
Me fome inferiour Angel, I had ftood 
Then happie ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Yet why not? fore other Power 
As great might have afpir'd, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ftand unfhak'n, from within 
Or from without, to ail temptations arm'd. 
Hadft thou the lame free Will and Power to Rand? 
Thou hadft : whom hait thou then or what to ac- 
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to ail ? ('cule, 
Bethen his Love accurft, rince love or hate, 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 
Nay curs'd be thou ; rince againft his thy will 
Chofe freely what it now fo juttly rues. 
Me miferable ! which way t'hall I flie 
lnfinite wrauth, and infinite defpaire ? 
Which way I file is Hell ; my felf m Hell ; 
And in the lowett deep a lower deep 
8till threatning to devour me opens wide, 
To which the Hell I fuffer feems a Heav'n. 
O then at lait relent : is there no llace 
Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left ? 
None left but by fubmiflîon ; and that word 
1ifdain 
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,2 orbids mread o----- fhame 
Among thefpirits beneath, whom I feduc'd 
With other promifes and other vaunts [ 
Th,en to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 
Th Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft fo vaine, 
Hnder what torments inwardly I groane ; 
While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
With Diadem and Scepter high advanc'd 
The lower ftill I fall, onely Supream 
In tuilerie ; fuchjoyAmbition findes. 
But fay I could repent and could obtaine 
By A6t of Grace my former Rate ; how foon 
Would high, th recal high thoughts,how foon unfay [ 
What feign d fubmiffion fwore: eafe would recant 
Vows ruade in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow (d, eep :1 
Where wounds of deadly hate bave peircd fo I 
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe, 
And heavier rail : fo fhould I purchafe deare 
Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 
This. knows my punifher ; therefore as farr 
From granting hee, as I from begging peace : 
Ail hope excluded t,hus, behold in ftead 
Of us out-cal't, exil d, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Remorfe : ail Good to me is loft ; 
Evil be thou my Good ; by t, hee at leaft 
Divided Empire with Heav ns King I hold 
By thee, and more then hall perhaps will reigne ; 
As Manere long, and this new World fhall know. 
Thus / 
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Thus while he fpake, each pal'tion dimm'd his face 
Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envie and defpair, 
Which marrd his borrow'd virage, and betraid 
Him countcrfet, if any eye beheld. 
For heav'nly mindes from fuch diftempers foule 
Are ever cleer. Whereof hee foon aware, 
Each perturbation finooth'd with outward calme, 
irtificer of fraud ; and was the firtt 
That pra&isd falfhood under faintly fhev, 
Deep malice to conceale, couch't with revenge : 
Yet hOt anough had pra&isd to deceive 
"Oriel once warnd ; whofe eye purfu'd him down 
l'he way he went, and on th' ¢)rian mount 
Saw him disfigur'd,more then could befall 
Spirit of happie fort : his geures tierce 
He markd and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he fuppos'd, ail unobferv'd, unfeen. 
So on he rares, and to the border cornes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, Crowns with her enclofure green, 
As with a rural mound the champain head 
Ofa fteep wildernefs, whofe hairie rides 
With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wilde, 
Accefs deni'd ; and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of loftieft fhade, 
Cedar, and Pine,and Firr, and branching Palm, 
A Silvan Scene, and as the ranks afcend 
Shade above fhade, a woodie Theatre 
Of 9tatelieft view. Yet higher then thir tops 
The verdurous wall ofParadife up fprung : 
Which to our general Sire gave profpe6t large 
Into his neather Empire neighbouring round. 
M And 
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And higher then that Wall a circling row 
Of goodlief Trees loaden with fairef Fruit, 
Bloflbms and Fruits at once of golden hue 
Appeerd, with gay enameld colours mixt : 
On which the Sun more glad imprefs'd his beams 
Then in fair Evening Cloud, or humid Bow, 
When God hath fhowrd the eartb; fa lovely feemd 
That Lantskip : And of pure now pureraire 
Meets his approach, and to tbe heart infpires 
Vernal delight andjoy, able to drive 
AI1 fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning thir odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they fole 
Thofe balmie fpoiles. As when to them who faile 
Beyond the cpe q/" Hope, and now are paf 
.iozambic, offat Sea North-Eaf windes blow 
8abean Odours from the fpicie flaoare 
i Of ¢trabie the blef, with fuch delay (League 
Well pleas'd they flack thir courfe, and many a 
Cheard with the grateful finell old Ocean fmiles. 
So entertaind thofe odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came thir bane, though with them better 
Then ¢tfmodêus with the fifhie fume, (pleas'd 
That drove him,though enamourd, from the Spoufe 
Of 7bbits Son, and with a vengeance lent 
From eeedia pof to Egypt, there faf bound.] 
Now to th' afcent ofthat feep lavage Hill 
8at«n had journied on, penfive and flow; 
But further way round none, fo thick entwin'd, 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth 
Offhrubs and tangling bufhes had perplext 
Ail path of Man or Beat that par that way : 
One 



Parac[ife ]off. Book 4" 

' One Gate there onely was, and that look'd Eaft 
On th' other ride : which when th' arch-fellon faw 
Due ertrance he difdaind, and in c, ontempt, 
At one flight bound high overleap d ail bound 
Of Hill or highef Wall, and fheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe, 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at eeve 
. In hurdl'd Cotes amid the field fecure, 
Leaps o're the fence with eafe into the Fould : 
Or as a Thief bent to unhoord the cafh 
Offome rich Burgher, whofe fubfantial dores, 
Crofs-barrd and bolted raff, fear no affault, 
In at the window climbes, or o're the tiles ; 
Soclomb this firR grand Thiefinto Gods Fould : 
So rince into his Church lewd Hirelings climbe. 
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle Tree and highef there that grew, 
Sat like a Cormorant ; yet not true Lire 
Thereby regaind, but fat devifing Death 
To them who liv'd ; nor on the vertue thought 
Ofthat life-giving Plant, but only us'd 
For profpe6t, what well us'd had bin the pledge 
Ofimmortalitie. So little knows 
Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before hiln, but perverts beff things 
To worft abufe, or to thir meaneft ufe. 
Beneath him with new wonder now he views 
To ail delight of human fenfe expos°d 
In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 
AHeaven on Earth : for blifsful Paradife 
Of God the Garden was, by him in the EaIt O-I 
M 2 
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0£ Eden f, lanted ; Eden ftretchd ber Line 
From ltran Eaflward to the Royal Towrs 
'Ofgreat sdeucia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or where the Sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in 7-elaffar : in this pleafant foile 
His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind ; 
Out ofthe fertil ground he caus'd to grow 
AI1 Trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, taite ; 
And ail amid them ftood the Tree of Life, 
High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit 
Ofvegetable Gold ; and next to Lire 
Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew fait by, 
Knowledge ofGood bought dear by knowing ill. 
Southward through Ed«n went a River large, (bill 
Nor chang'd his court, but through the fhaggie 
Pafs'd underneath ingulft, for God had thrown 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd 
Llpon the rapid current, which through veins 
Ofporous Earth with kindly thirt up drawn, 
Roti a frefh Fountain, and with many a rill 
Waterd the Garden ; thence united fell 
Down the fteep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his darkfom paffage now appeers, 
And now divided into four main Streams, 
Runs divers, wandring many a famous Realme 
And Country whereof here needs no account, 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 
How from that Saphire Fount the crifped 13rooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearl and fands of Gold, 
With mazie error under pendant fhades 
Ran NeCtar, vifiting each plant, and fed 
Flours worthy of Paradife which not nice Art 

In 



Paradife loti. Book 4- 

In Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon 
Powrd forth profufe on Hill and Oale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firft warmly finote 
The open field, and where the unpierc't fhade 
Imbround the noontide Bowrs:Thus was thisplace, 
A happy rural feat ofvarious view ; (Balme, 
Groves whofe rich Trees wept odorousGumms and 
Others whofe fruit burnifht with Golden Rinde 
Hung amiable, Hefperian Fables true, 
Iftrue, here onely, and ofdelicious tafte : 
Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks 
Grafing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 
Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie lap 
Of fore irriguous Valley fpread her ltore, 
Flours of ail hue, and without Thorn the Rofe : 
Another ride, umbrageous Grots and Caves 
Ofcoole recefs, o're which the mantling Vine 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant ; meafi while murmuring waters fall 
Down the fiope hills, difperft, or in a Lake, 
That to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd, 
Her chryftall mirror holds, unite thir ftreams. 
The Birds thir quire apply; aires, vernal aires, 
Breathing the finell of field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while tIniverfal Pan 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 
Ledon th' Eternal Spring. Not that faire field 
Of Enna, where ProJèrpin gathring flours 
Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis 
Was gatherd, which coft ceres ail that pain 
To feek her through the world ; nor that fweet 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd (Grove 
Ca flalian 
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caj7lian Spring might with this Paradife 
Of Eden ftrive ; nor that Nyeian Ile 
Girt with the River Triton, where old cham, 
Whom Gentiles lmmon call and Libyan ove, 
Hid lmaltlaea and her Florid Son 
Young Bacc]aus from his Stepdame Rhea's eye ; 
Nor where lbaffin Kings thir iffue Guard, 
Mount lmara, though this by fom fuppos'd 
True Paradife under the Etbiop Line 
By Nilus head, enclos'd with tïaining Rock, 
A whole dayesjourney high, but wide remote 
From this ljTyrian Garden, where the Fiend 
Saw undelighted all delight, ail kind 
Of living Creatures new to fight and ftrange: 
Two of far nobler tïaape ere6t and tall, 
Godlike ere6t, with native Honour clad 
In naked Majeftie feemd Lords of all, 
And worthie feemd, for in thir looks Divine 
The image of thir glorious Maker fhon, 
Truth, Wifdome, San6titude fevere and pure, 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac't ; 
Whence true autoritie in men ; though both 
Not equal, as thir fex not equal feemd ; 
contemplation hee and valour formd, 
foftnefs fhee and fweet attra6tive Grace, 
Hee for God only, tïaee for God in him : 
His fair large Front and Eye fublime declar'd 
Abfolute rule ; and Hyacinthin Locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluftring, but not beneath his tïaoulders broad : 
Shee as a vail down to the flender wafte 
Her unadorned golden treffes wore 
Disfhe- 



I Paradife ]off. Book 4" 
[Disfheveld, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 
'As the Vine curles her t, endrils, which impli'd 
Subjec"tion, but requir d with gentle fway, 

And by her yeilded, by him beft receivd, 
Yeilded with coy fubmiflion, modeft pride, 
And fweet relu6tant amorous delay. 
Nor thofe myfterious parts were then conceald, 
Thenwas not guiltie fhame, difhoneft thame 
Of natures works, honor difhonorable , 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubl'd all mankind 
With fhews inflead, meer lhews of feeming pure, 
And banifht from mans lire his happieft lire, 
Simplicitie and fpotlefs innocence. 
So pafsd they nak.ed on, nor flaund the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no iii : 
So hand in hand they pafsd, the lovlieft pair 
That ever rince in loves imbraces met, 
,¢dam the goodlieft man of men rince borne 
His Sons, the faireft of her Daughters Eve. 
tlnder a tuft of fhade that on a green 
Stood whifpering fort, by a frefh Fountain lide 
They fat them down, and after no more toil 
Of thir fweet Gardning labour then fuffic'd 
To recommend coole Zepb).r, and made eafe 
Moreeafie, wholfom thirft and appetite 
More grateful, to thir Supper Fruits they fell, 
Nearine Fruits which the compliant boughes 
Yeilded them, ride-long as they fat recline 
On the fort downie Bank damaskt with flours : 
The favourie pulp they chew, and in the rinde 
Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream ; 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, j 
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,Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 
'Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League, 
Alone as they. About them frisking playd 
Ail Beafts ofth' Earth, rince wilde, and of ail chafe 
In Wood or Wildernefs, Forreft or Den ; 
8porting the Lion rampd, and in hispaw 
Dandl'd the Kid ; Bears, Tygers, Ounces, Par& 
Gamboldbeforethem, th' unwieldy Elephant 
To make them mirth us'd ail his might, & wreathd 
His Lithe Probofcis; clore the Serpent fly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His breaded train, and ofhis fatal guile 
Gave proofunheeded ; others on the grafs 
Coucht, and now fild with pafure gazing fat, 
Or Bedward ruminating : for the 8un 
Declin'd was hafing now with prone carreer 
To th' Ocean Iles, and in th' afcending Scale 
Of Heav'n the Starrs that uriner Evening rofe : 
When 8atan fill in gaze, as firf he food, 
8carce thus at length faild fpeech recoverd lad. 
O Hell! what doe mine eyes with grief behdd, 
lnto our room of blifs thus high advanc't 
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, 
Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 
In them Divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that formd them on thir fhape bath 
Ah gentle pair,yeelittle think how nigh (pourd. 
Your change approaches, when ail thefe delights 
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe, 
More woe, the more your taflte is now of joy ; 
Happy ; 



Paradife loti. Book 4- 

Happie, but for fo happie ill fecur'd ! 37 ° 
'Long to continue, and this higi feat your Heav'n I 
III fenc't for Heav'n to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterd ; yet no purpos'd foe 
Toyou whom 1 could pittie thus forlorne 
Though I unpittied : League with you I feek, 
And mutual amitie fo ftreight, fo clore, 
That I with you muf dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe 
Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Makers work ; he gave it me, 380 
Which I as freely give ; Hell fhall unfould, 
To entertain you two, ber widef Gates, 
And rend forth ail her Kings ; there will be room, 
INotlike thefe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous ofspring ; if no better place, 
Thankhim who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrongd. 
And fhould I at your harnllefs innocence 
Melt, as I doe, yet public reafon juPt, 
Honourand Empire with revenge enlarg'd, 39 ° 
By conquering this new World, compels me now 
"Fo do what elfe though damnd I fhould abhorre. 
So fpake the Fiend, and with neceffitie, 
The Tyrants plea, excus'd his devilifh deeds. 
Then from his loftic ftand on that high Tree 
Down he alights among the fportful Herd 
Ofthofe fourfooted kindes, himfelf now one, 
Now other, as-thir thape fervd bel his end 
Neerer to view his prey, and unefpi'd 
To mark what of thir tate he more might learn 400 
By word or a&ion markt : about them round 
N A 
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A Lionnow he Ralkes with fierie glare, 
Then as a Tiger, who by chance hath fpi'd 
In fome Purlieu two gentle Fawnes at play, 
Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground 
Whence rufhing he might fureR feife them both 
Grip't in each paw : when tdam firR ofmen 
To firfl, of women Eve thus moving fpeech, 
Turnd him ail eare to heare new utterance flow. 
Sole partner and fole part of ail thefe joyes, 
Dearer thy felf then all; needs mur the Power 
That ruade us, and for us this ampleWorld 
Be infinitly good, and ofhis good 
As liberal and free as infinite, 
That rais'd us from the dur and plac't us here 
In all this happinets, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can performe 
Aught whereof hee hath need, hee who requires 
From us no other fervice then to keep 
This one, this eafie charge, of all the Trees 
In Paradife that beare delicious fruit 
So various, not to tare that onely Tree 
Ofknowledge, planted by the Tree of Life, 
So neer grows Death to Lire, what ere Death is, 
Soin dreadful thing no doubt;for well thou knowtt 
God hath pronounc't it death to tare that Tree, 
The only fign of our obedience left 
Among fo many fignes of power and rule 
Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv'n 
Over all other Creatures that poffeffe 
Earth, Ail:e, and Sea. Then let us not think hard 
Oneeafie prohibition, who enjoy 
Free 
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Free leave fo large to ail things elle, and choice 
l.Inlimited of manifold delights-. 
But let us ever praife him, and extoll 
His bountie, following out delightful task 
To Frune thefe growing Plants,& tend thefe Flours, 
Which were it toilfom, yet with thee were fweet. 

To whorn thus Eve 
'And from whom I was 
And without whom ara 

repli'd. 0 thou for whom 
formd fleth of thy flefh, 
to no end, my Guide 

And Head, whatthou hat faid is juif and right. 
For wee to him indeed ail praifes owe, 
And daily thanks, l chiefly who enjoy 
So fart the happier Lot, enjoying thee 
Preëminent by fo much odds, while thou 
Like confort to thy felt" cant no where find. 
That day I oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak't, and round rny felf repos'd 
I.Inder a t'hadeon flours, much wondringwhere 
And what I was, whence thither brought,and how. 
Not diluant far fromthence a murmuring round 
Of waters iffu'd from a Cave and fpread 
Into a liquid Plain, then tood unmov'd 
Pure as th' expanfe of Heav'n ; I thither went 
With unexperienc't thought, and laid me downe 
On the green bank, to look into the cleer 
Smooth Lake, that to me feemd another Skie. 
As I bent down to look, jut oppofite, 
A Shape within the watry gleam appeerd 
Bending to look on me, I farted back, 
It tarted back, but pleasd I foon returnd, 
Pleas'd it returnd as foon with anfwering looks 
Of fympathie and love, there I had fixt 
N 2 Mine 
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Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain defire, 
Had hOt a voice thus warnd me, What thou feett, 
What there thou feeR fair Creature is thy felf, 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
And I will bring thee where no hadow Raies 
Thy coming, and thy oft imbraces, hee 
Whofe image thou art, him thou flaall enjoy 
Infeparablie thine, to him flalt beare 
Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be call'd 
Mother ofhuman Race : what could I doe, 
But follow tirait, invifiblv thus led ? 
Till I efpi'd thee,fair indeed and tall, 
Under a Platan, yet methought lefs faire, 
Lefs winning fort, lefs amiablie milde, 
Then that finooth watry image; back I turnd, 
Thou following cryd'R aloud, Return fair Eve, 
Whom fli'R thou? whom thou fli'tt,of him thou art, 
His flefh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 
Out of my ride to thee, neereft my heart 
Life, to bave thee by my ride 
Henceforth an individual folace dear ; 
Part ofmy Soul I feek thee, and thee claire 
My other hall: withthat thy gentle hand 
Seifd lnine, I yeilded, and from that tirne fee 
How beauty is excelld by manly grace 
And wifdom, which alone is truly fait. 
8o fpake our general Mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attrac"tion unreprov'd, 
And meek furrender, hall imbracing leand 
On our firtt Father, halfher fwelling Breatt 
Naked ,net his under the floxving Gold 
Of ber loofe treffes hid : he in delight 

Both 
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Both of ber Beauty and £ubmiffive Chrms 
Smil'd with fuperior Love, as upiter 
On uno fmiles, when he impregns the Clou s 
That fhed May Flowers; and prefs'd her Matron lip 
With kiffes pure : aride the Devil turnd 
For envie, yet with jealous leer maligne 
Ey'd them askance, and to himfelf thus plaind. 
Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus thefe two 
Imparadis't in one anothers arms 
The happier Eden, fhall enjoy thir fill 
Of blifs on blifs, while I to Hell ara thruft, 
Where neitherjoy nor love, but tierce defire, 
Amongour other torments hOt the leaft, 
lStill unfulfill'd with pain oflonging p!nes ; 
iYet let me not forget what I have gain d 
From thir own mouths ; ail is hot theirs it feems : 
'One fatal Tree there ftands of Knowledge call'd, 
Forbidden them to tarte : Knowledge forbidd'n ? 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why fhould thir Lord 
Envie them that ?can it be fin to know, 
Can it be death ? and do they onely fand 
By Ignorance, is that thir happie Rate, 
The proof ofthir obedience and thir faith ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
"l-hir ruine ! Hence I will excite thir minds 
With more defire to know, and to reje& 
Envious commands, invented with defigne 
To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods ; afpiring to be fuch, 
They tarte and die : what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fearch I muft walk round 
This Garden, and no corner lêave unfpi'd ; 

A 
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. A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wandring Spirit of Heav'n, by Fountain ride, 
Or in thick fhade retir'd, from him to draw 
Whatfurtherwould be learnt. Lire while ye may, 
Yet happie pair ; enjoy, till I return, 
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 
So faying, his proud ttep he fcornful turn'd, 
But with fly circumfpeion, and began (roam. 
Through wood,through watte, o're hil,o're dale his 
Meanwhile in utmott Longitude, where Heav'n 
With Earth and Ocean meets, the fetting Sun 
81owly defcended, and with right afped't 
Againft the eattern Gate of Paradife 
Leveld his eevning Rayes : it was a Rock 
Of Alablatter, pil'd up to the Clouds, 
Confpicuous farr, winding with one afcent 
Acceffible from Earth, one entrance high ; 
The reft was craggie cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to climbe. 
Betwixt thefe rockie Pillars Gabrielfat 
Chiefofth' Angclic Guards, awaiting night ; 
About him exercis'd Heroic Games 
Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celettial Armourie, Shields, Hehnes, and Speares 
Hung high with Diamond flaming, and xvith Gold. 
Thither came riel, gliding through the Eeven 
On a Sun beam, fwift as a fhooting Starr 
In lutumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir'd 
Imprefs the Air, and fhews the Mariner 
From 
what point of his Compafs to beware 
lmpetuous winds : he thus began in halte. 
Gabriel, to thee thy courf by Lot hath giv'n 
Charge 
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Charge and ftri& watch that to this happie place 
No evil thing approach or enter in; 
This day at highth of Noon came to my Spheare 
A Spirît, zealous, as he feem'd, to know 
Moreof th 'Almighties works, and chiefly Man 
Gods lateft Image : I defcrib'd his way 
Bent ail on fpeed, and markt his Aerie Gare ; 
IBut in the Mountthat lies from Eden North, 
Where he firft lighted, foon difcernd his looks 
Alien from Heav'n,with parlions foui obfcur'd : 
Mine eye purfu'd him fiill, but under fhade 
Loti fight of him ; one ofthe banifht crew 
I fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raire 
New troubles ; him thy care muft be to find. 
To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd : 
"Uriel, no wonder if thy perfet fight, 
Amid the Suns bright circle where thou fitft, 
8ee farr and wide : in at this Gate none pals 
The vigilance here plac't, but fuch as come 
Well known from Heav'n; and rince Meridian hour 
No Creature thence : if Spirit ofother fort, 
So minded, bave oreleapt thefe earthie bounds 
On purpofe, hard thou knowft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal barr. 
But if within the circuit of thefe walks 
In whatfoever flaape he lurk, ofwhom 
Thou telft, by morrow dawningI fhallknow. 
80 promis'd hee, and "Orielto his charge 
Returnd onthat brightbeam,whofe point now raisd 
Bore him flope downward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneath th' lzores ;whither the prime Orb, 
Incredible how fwift, had thither rowl'd 
Diurnal, 
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Diurnal, or this lefs volubil Earth 
By orter flight to th' Eaft, had left him there 
Arraying with refle&ed Purple and Gold 
The Clouds that on his Weftern Throne attend : 
Now came ftill Eevning on, and Twilight gray 
 Had in her fober Liverie ail things clad ; 
6oo Silence accompanied, for Beaft and Bird, 
I They to thir graffie Couch, thefe to thir Nefs 
Were flunk, ail but the wakeful Nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung; 
Silence was pleas'd : now glow'd the Firmament 
With living Saphirs : Hefperus that led 
The ftarrie Hoft, rode brightet; till the Moon 
Rifing in cloudedMajeftie, at length 
Apparent Q.Eeen unvaild her peerlefs light, 
And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 
61 c When gldam thus to F, ve : Fair Confort, th' hour 
Ofnight, and all things now retir'd to ref 
Mind us of like repofe, rince God hath let 
Labour and reft,as day and night to men 
Succeffive, and the timely dew offleep 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight inclines 
Our eye-lids; other Creatures all day long 
Rove idle unimploid, and lefs need reft ; 
Man hath his daily work ofbody or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dignitie, 
52o And the regard of Heav'n on all his waies ; 
While other Animals unac'-tive range, 
And ofthir doings God takes no account. 
To morrow ere frefh Morning ftreak the Eaft 
Withfirft approach oflight, we mur be ris'n, 
And at our pleafant labour, to reform 

Yol'l 
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¥on flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green, 
Our walks at noon,with branches overgrown, 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands then ours to lop thir wanton growth : 
Thofe Bloffoms alfo, and thofe dropping Gumlns, 
That lie bettrowne unfightly and unfinooth, 
Afk riddance, if we lnean to tread with eafe ; 
Mean while,as Nature wills, Night bids us rett. 
To whom thus Eve with pcr%t beauty adornd. 
My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidtt 
Hnargu'd I obey; fo God ordains, 
God is thy Law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is womans happiett knowledge and her praife. 
With thee converfing I forget all time, 
AI1 feafons and thir change, ail pleafe alike. 
Sweet is the breath ofmorn, her rifing fweet, 
With charm ofearliett Birds ; pleafant the Sun 
When firtt on this delightful Land he fpreads 
His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flour, 
Glittring with dew ; fragrant the fertil earth 
After fort flaowers ; and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful Eevning milde, then filent Night 
With this her folemn Bird and this fair Moon, 
And thefe the Gemms ofHeav'n, her ttarrie train: 
But neither breath of Morn when flae afcends 
With charm of earlieflt Birds, nor rifing Sun 
On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, 
Glilring with dew, nor fragrance after flaowers, 
Nor grateful Evening mild, nor filent Night 
With this her folemn Bird, nor walk by Moon, 
Or glittering Starr-light without thee is fweet. 
But wherfore ail night long flaine thefe, for vholn 
O This 
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This glorious fight, when fleep hath fhut all eyes ? 
To whomour general Ancettor repli'al. 
Daughter of God and Man, accomplifht Eve, 
Thofe bave thir courre to finifh, round the Earth, 
By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Land 
In order, though to Nations yet unborn, 
Minittring light prepar'd, they let and rire ; 
Leatt total darknefs fhould by Night regaine 
Her old poffelfion, and extinguifh life 
In Nature and all things, which thefe foft rires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate 
Ofvarious influence foment and warme, 
Temper or nourifh, or in part flaed down 
"['hir ttellar vertue on all kinds that grow 
On Earth, ruade hereby apter to receive 
Perfe&ion from the Suns lnore potent Ray. 
Thefe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain,nor think,though men were none, 
Thatheav'n would want fpeators,God wantpraife; 
Millions of fpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep : 
All thefe with ceaflefs praife his works behold 
.Both day and night : how often from the feep 
Ofechoing Hill or Thicket have we heard 
Celeftial voices to the midnight air, 
Sole, or refponfive each to others note 
Singing thir great Creator : oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With Heav'nly touch of inftrumental rounds 
In full harmonic number joind, thir longs 
Divide the night,and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 
Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafs'd 
On 
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On to thir blifsful Bower ; it was a place 
Chos'n by the fovran Planter, when he fram'd 
Ail things to mans delightful ufe ; the roofe 
Ofthickef covert was inwoven fhade 
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew 
Offirm and fragrant leaf; on either ride 
Icanthus, and each odorous bufhie fhrub 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flour, 
Iris ail hues, Rofes, and Geffamin (wrought 
Rear'd high thir flourilht heads between, and 
Mofaic ; underfoot the Violet, 
Crocus, and Hyacinth withrich inlay (fone 
Broiderd the ground, more colour'd then with 
OfcofHief Emblem : other Creature here 
Beaf, Bird, InfecCt, or Worm durf enter none ; 
Such was thir awe of man. In fhadier Bower 
More facred and fequeferd, though but feignd, 
Pan or 8ilvanu  never flept, nor Nymph, 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here in clore recefs 
With Flowers,Garlands, and fweet-fmelling Herbs 
Efpoufed Eve deckt firf her Nuptial Bed, 
And heav'nly Qpires the Hymenoean fixng, 
What day the genial Angel to our Sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adorn'd, 
More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endowd with ail thir gifts, and O too like 
In lad event, when to the unwitr Son 
Of apbet brought by Hermes, fhe enfnar'd 
Mankind with her faire looks, to be aveng'd 
On him who had fole oves authentic tire. 
Thus at thir fhadie Lodge arriv'd, both food, 
Both turnd, and under op'n Skie ador'd 
O 2 The 
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The God that ruade both Skie, Air,Earth & Heav'n 
Which they beheld,the Moons refplendent Globe 
And iarrie Pole : Thou alfo mad'f the Night, 
i Maker Omnipotent, and th0u the Day, 
Which we in our appointed work imployd 
Havefinifht happie in our mutual help 
And mutual love,the Crown of ail our blifs 
Ordain'd by thee, and.this delicious place 
For ustoo large, wherethy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou haf promis'dfrom us two a Race 
To fill the Earth, who fhall with us extoll 
Thy goodnefs infinite, both whenwe wake, 
And when we feek, as now, thy gift offleep. 
This çaid unanimous, and other Rites 
.Obferving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes bef, into thir inmoft bower 
Handed they went ; and eas'd the putting off 
Thefe troublefom difguifes which wee wear, 
Strait ride by ride were laid, nor turnd I weene 
¢dam from his fair Spoufe, nor Eve the Rites 
Myfterious ofconnubial Love refus'd: 
Whatever Hypocrites auferely talk 
Of puritie and place and innocence, 
Def:aming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to fore, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increafe, who bids abfain 
But our Defroyer,foe to God and Man ? 
Haile wedded Love, myferious Law, true fourfe 
/Ofhuman ofspring, fole proprietie, 
In Paradife of all things commo, n elfe. 
By thee adulterous luf was driv n from men 
_ . Among 
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Among the befial herds to raunge, by thee 
Founded in Reafon, Loyal, JufL and Pure, 
Relations dear, and ail the Charities 
Of Father, 8on, and Brother firf were known. 
Farr be it, that I flaould write thee fin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holief place, 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeffic fweets, 
Whofe Eed is undefil'd and char pronounc't, 
Prefent, or paf, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd. 
Here Love his golden fhafts imploies, here lights 
His confiant Lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and revels ;not in the bought fmile 
OfHarlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unindeard, 
Cafual fruition, nor in Court Amours 
Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal, 
Or 8erenate, whichthe farv'd Lover fings 
To his proud fait, ber quitted with difdain. 
Thefe lulld by Nightingales imbraceing flept, 
And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof 
8howrd Rofes, which the Morn repair'd. 81eep on, 
Blef pair ; and O yet happief if ye feek 
No happier fate, and know to know no more. 
Now had night meafur'd with her fhaddowieCone 
Hall way up Hill this var 8ublunar Vault, 
And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim 
Forth iffuing at th'accufomd hour food armd 
To thir night watches in warlike Parade, 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus fpake. 
2zziel, halfthefe draw off, and coaf the 8outh 
With fri&ef watch; thefe other wheel the North, 
Our circuit meets full WefL As flame they part 
Halfwheeling to the Shield, halfto the 8pear. 
From 
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From thefe, two frong and futtle Spirits he calld 
That neer him ftood, and gave them thus in charge. 
ltburiel and zeDbon, with wingd fpeed 
Search through this Garden,leav unfearcht no nook, 
But chiefly where thofe two fair Creatures Lodge, 
Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harme. 
This Eevning from the Sun's decline arriv'd 
Who relis offom infernal Spirit feen 
Hitherward bent ( who could have thought ? ) e- 
The barrs ofHell,on errand bad no doubt: (fcap'd 
Such where ye find, feife fart, and hither bring. 
So faying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Daz'ling the Moon ; thefe to the Bower dire6t 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they 
Squat like a Toad,clofe at the eare of Eve; (round 
Aflaying by his Devilifh art to reach 
The Organs of her Fancie, and with them forge 
Illufions as he lift, Phantafms and Dreams, 
'Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th' animal Spirits that from pure blood arife 
Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure,thence raire 
At leaft diftemperd, difcontented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aimes, inordinate defires 
Blown upwith high conceits ingendring pride. 
Himthus intent ltburiel with his Spear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falfhood can endure 
Touch ofCeleial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs : up he ftarts 
Difcovetd and furpriz'd. As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder, laid 
Fit for the Tun fom Magazin to fore 
Againft a rumord Warr, the Smuttie graine 

With 
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With fudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the Aire : 
So ftarted up in his own fhape the Fiend. 
Back ftept thofe two fair Angels half amaz'd 
So fudden to behold the grieflie King; 
Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoft him foon. 
Which of thofe rebell Spirits adjudg'd to Hell 
Com'ft thou, efcap'd thy prifon, and transform'd, 
Why fatft thou like an enemie in waite 
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ? 
Know ye not then laid Satan, filld with fcorn, 
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where ye durft not foare ; 
Not to know mee argue» your felves unknown, 
The loweR of your throng ; or ifye know, 
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your meffage, like to end as much in vain ? 
To whom thus zetbon, anfwering fcorn with fcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spirit, thy Ihape the faine, 
Or undiminifht brightnefs, to be kn»wn 
As when thou ftoodft in Heav'n upright and pure ; 
That Glorie then, when thou no more waft good, 
Departed from thee, and thou refembl'ft now 
Thy fin and place of doom obfcure and foule. 
But corne, for thou, befure, fhalt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 
So fpake the Cherube, and his grave rebuke 
Severe in youthful beautie, added grace 
Invincible : abatht the Devil ftood, 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Vertue in her thape how iovly, faw, and pin'd 
His lors ; but chiefly to find here obfervd 
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His luftre vifibly impar'd ; yet feemd 
tlndaunted. IfI muft contend, laid he, 
Beft with the beR, the Sender not,he fent, 
Or all at once ; more glorie will be wonn, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, laid zephon bold, 
Will lave us trial what the leaft can doe 
Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 
The Fiend repli'd hOt, overcome with rage; 
But like a proud 8teed reind, went hautie on, 
Chaumping his iron curb : to ftrive or flie 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quelld 
His heart,not elle difi'nai'd. Now drew they nigh 
The wetl:ern point, where thofe half-rounding 
Juft met,&clofing ftood in tituadron joind (guards 
Awaiting next command. To whom thir Chief 
aabrie! from the Front thus calld aloud. 
O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way, and now by glimps difcerne 
Ithuriel and zelbon through the thade, 
And with them cornes a third of" Regal port, 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gare 
And tierce demeanour feems the Prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without contett ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 
He fcarce had ended, when thofe two approachd 
And briefrelated whom they brought, wher round, 
How bufied, in what form and pofture coucht. 
To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why hall thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy tranfgreffions, and difturbd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranCgrefs 
By thy example, but have power and right 
To 
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To queftion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
lmploi'd it feems to violate fleep, and t hofe 
Whofe dwelling God bath planted here in blifs ? 
To whom thus 8atan with contemptuous brow. 
Gabriel, thou hadft in Heav'n th' efteem of wife, 
And fuch I heid thee; but this quel'tion askt 
Purs me in doubt. Lires ther who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way,break loofefrom Hell, 
Though thither doomd? Thou wouldft thy felf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place (doubt, 
Fartheft from pain, where thou mightft hope to 
Torment with eafe, & fooneft recompence (change 
Dole with delight, which in this place I fought ; 
To thee no reafon ; who knowft only good, 
But evil haft not tri'd : and wilt objeCt 
His will who bound us ? let hiln furer barr 
His Iron Gates, if he intends our ftay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was askt. 
iThe reft is true, they round me where they fay ; 
But that implies not violence or harme. 
Thus hee in fcorn. The warlike Angel mov'd, 
Difdainfully hall finiling thus repli'al. 
0 lors ofone in Heav'n tojudge of wife, 
Since Satan fell, whom follie overthrew, 
And now returns him from his prifon fcap't, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, who askwhat boldnefs brought him hither 
tlnlicenc't from his bounds in Hell prefcrib'd ; 
So wife hejudges it to fly from pain 
However, and to fcape his punifhment. 
So judge thoù ftlll, prefumptuous, till the wrauth, 
Whichthou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight 
P Seaven- 
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Seavenfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provok't. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came hot ail Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled, or thou then they 
Lefs hardie to endure? courageous Chier, 
The firft in flight from pain, had't tho.tl alleg'd 
To thy deferted hoçt this caufe offlight, 
Thou furely hadflt not corne fole fugitive. 
To which the Fiend thus anfwerd frowning ftern. 
Not that I lefs endure, or flarink from pain, 
Infulting Angel, well thou knowflt I fltood 
Thy fierceft, when in Battel to thy aide 
The blafting volied Thunder made ail fpeed 
And feconded thy elle not dreaded Spear. 
But ftill thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behooves 
From hard affaies and ill fuccefles part 
A faithful Leader, hOt to hazard ail 
Through wayes of danger by himfelfuntri'd. 
I theretbre, I alone firft undertook 
To wing the defolate Abyfs, and fpie 
This new created World, whereof in Hell 
Faine is not filent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my affli6ted Powers 
To fettle here on Earth, or in mid Aire ; 
Though for poffeflîon put to try once more 
'What thou and thy gay Legions dare againtt ; 
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve thir Lord 
High up inHeav'n,with fongs to hymne hisThrone, 
And prac"tis'd difances to cringe, not fight. 
Tol 
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To whom the warriour Angel foon repli'd. 
To fay and frait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to file pain , profeffing next the Spie, 
Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac't, 
8atan, and couldft thou faithful add ? O naine, 
O facred naine of faithfulnefs profan'd ! 
Faithfid to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit head ; 
Was this your difcipline and faith ingag'd, 
Your military obedience, to diffolve 
Allegeance to th' acknowledg'd Power fupream ? 
And thou fly hypocrite, who now wouldt feem 
Patron of liberty, who more then thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and fervilly ador'd 
Heav'ns awful Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
To difpoffefs him, and thy felf to teigne ? 
But mark what I arreede thee now, avant ; 
Flie thither whence thou fledt: if from this houre 
Within thefe hallowd limits thou appeer, 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chaind, 
And Seale thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorne 
The facil gates ofhell too flightly barrd. 
So threatn'd hee, but 8atan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage repli'& 
Then when I am thy captive talk of chaines, 
Proud limitarie Cherube, but ere then 
Fart heavier load thy felf expe& to feel 
From my prevailing arme, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compeers, 
tls'd to the yoak, draw'R his triumphant wheels 
In progrefs through the rode of Heav'n Star-par'al. 
While thus he fpake,th'Angelic Squadron bright 
P 2 Turn'd 
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Turnd fierie red, flaarpning in mooned hornes 
Thir Phalanx, and began to helnm him round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 
Of ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded Grove of ears, which way the wind 
Swayes them; the careful Plowman doubting ftands 
Leaft on the threfhing floore his hopeful fheaves 
Prove chaff. Onth' other ride Satan allarm'd 
Collec'-ting ail his might dilated ftood, 
Like Tener(ff'or Itlas unremov'd : 
His ttature reacht the Skie, and on his Creft 
Sat horror Plum'd ; nor wanted in his grafpe 
What feemd both Spear and Shield : now dreadful 
Might have enfu'd, nor .onely Paradife (deeds 
In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope 
Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the Elements 
At leaft had gon to rack, dilturbd and torne 
With violence ofthis conflic'-t, had not foon 
Th' Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 
Hung forth in Heav'n his golden Scales, yet feen 
Betwixt Aflrea and the Scor]ion figne, 
Wherein ail things created firft he weighd, 
. The pendulous round Earth with ballanc't Aire 
' In counterpoife, now ponders ail events, 
Battels and Realms : in thefe he put two weights 
The lequel each ofparting and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam ; 
. Which Gabrielfpying, thus befpake the Fiend. 
Satan, I know thy ftrength,and thou knowft mine, 
Neither our own but giv'n ; what follie then 
To boaft what Arms can doe, rince thine no more 
Then Heav'n permits,nor mine,though doubld now 
To 
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To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 
And read thy Lot in yon celeftial Sign (weak, 
Where thou art weigh'd, & fhown how light, how 
Ifthou refift. The Fiend lookt up and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more ; but fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the fhades of night. 

End of tloe Pourra Booh. 
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OwMorn herrofie teps in th' Eaftern 
Clime 
Advancing, fow'd the Earth with 
Orient Pearle, 
Whèn ldam wak't, fo cuftomd, for 

his fleep 
Was Aerie light, from pure digeftion bred, 
And temperat vapors bland, which th' only found 
Ofleaves and fuming rills, .4urora's fan, 
Lightly difpers'd, and the fhrill Matin Song 
Of Birds on every bough ; fo much the more 
His wonder was to find unwak'nd Eve 
W th Treffes difcompos'd, and glowing Cheek, 
As through unquiet ret : he on his ride 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial Love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beautie, which whether waking or afleep, 
Shot 
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Shot forth peculiar Graces ; then with voice 
Milde, as when Zettayrus on Flora breathes, 
Her hand fort touching, whifperd thus. Awake 
My faireR, my efpous'd, my lateR round, 
Heav'ns laR ber gift, my ever new delight, 
Awake, the morning fhines, and the frefh field 
Calls us, we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrrhe,& what the bahnie Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom extrafing liquid fweet. 
Such whifpering wak'd ber, but with Rartl'd eye 
On ztdam, whom imbracing, thus fhe fpake. 
O Sole in whom my thoughts find all repofe, 
My Glorie, my Perfe&ion, glad I fee 
Thy face, and Morn return'd, for I this Night, 
Such night till this I never pals'd, have dream'd, 
Ifdream'd, not as I oft ara wont, of thee, 
Works of day pals't, or morrows next defigne, 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfom night,; methought 
Clore at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it laid, 
Why fleepR thou Eve ? now is the pleafant time, 
The cool, the filent, lave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling Bird, that now awake 
Tunes fweeteR his love-labor'd long ; now reignes 
Full Orb'd the Moon, and with more pleafing light 
Shadowie rets offthe face of things ; in vain, 
Ifnone regard ; Heav'n wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee, Natures defire, 
'In whofe fight ail thingsjoy, with ravifhment 
Attrac'-ted 
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Attra&ed by thy beauty iill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I dire&ed then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pafs'd through ways 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Ofinterdi&ed Knowledge : fair it feem'd, 
Much fairer to my Fancie then by day : 
And as I wondring lookt, befide it iood 
One fhap'd & wing'd like one ofthofe from Heav'n 
By us oft feen; his dewie locks difdll'd 
Ambrofia ; on that Tree he alfo gaz'd ; 
And O fair Plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg'd, 
Deigns none to eafe thy load and tarte thy fweet, 
Nor God, nor Man ; is Knowledge fo defpis'd ? 
Or envie, or what referve forbids to taire ? 
Forbid who will, none fhall from me withhold 
Longer thy offerd good, why elfe fet here ? 
This faid he paus'd not, but with ventrous Arme 
He pluckt, he tafted ; mee damp horror chil'd 
At fuch bold words voucht with a deed fo bold : 
But he thus overjoy'd, O Fruit Divine, 
Sweet of thy felf, but much more fweet thus cropt, 
Forbidd'n here, it feems, as onely fit 
I For Gods, yet able to make Gods ofMen : 
I And why hOt Gods of Men, rince good, the more 
'Communicated, more abundant growes, 
-Fhe Author not impair'd, but honourd more ? 
Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic E'oe, 
Partake thou alfo ; happie though thou art, 
Happier thou mayi be, worthier cani not be : 
Fafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Fhy felf a Goddefs, not to Earth confind, 
But 
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But fomtimes in the Air, as wee, fomtimes 
Afcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 
What life the Gods lire there, and fuch live thou. 
So faying, he drew nîgh, and to me held, 
Even to my mouth ofthat lame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckt ; the pleafant favourie fmell 
8o quick'nd appetite, that I, methought, 
Could not but raff:e. Forthwith up to the Clou& 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outfl:retcht immenfe, a profpe wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 
My Guide was gon,and I, me thought, funk down, 
And fell afleep ; but O how glad I wak'd 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus etdam anfwerd lad. 
Beft Image of my felf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 
Affedts me equally; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, ofevil fprung I fear; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the Soule 
Are many leffer Faculties that ferve 
Reafon aschief; among thefe Fanfie next 
Her office holds ; ofall external things, 
Which the rive watcbful Senfes reprefent, 
She forms Imaginations, Aerie lhapes, 
. Which Reafon joyning or disjoyning, framcs 
Ail what we effirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private Cell when Nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic Fanfie wakes 
O.. To 
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To imitate her ; but misjoyning fhapes, 
Wilde work product's oft, and I'1-1-0l1: in dreams, 
111 matching words and deeds long par or late. 
8om fuch refemblances methinks I find 
IOfour lait Eevnings talk, in this thy dream, 
But with addition [{range ; yet be not td. 
Evil into the mind of God or Man 
May conle and go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
:No fpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 
That what in fleep thou didt abhorr to dream, 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not ditheart'nd then, nor cloud thofe looks 
That wont to be more chearful and ferene 
Then when fair Morning firtt fmiles on the World, 
And let us to our freth inaployments rire 
Among the Groves,the Fountains, and the Flours 
That open now thir choicett bofom'd fmells 
Refervd from night,and kept for thee in ttore. 
8o cheard he his fair 8poufe, and the was cheard, 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire 
Two other precious drops that ready ttood, 
Eac,h in thir chryItal fluce,hee ere they fell 
i Kifs d as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe 
And pious awe, that feard to have offended. 
8o ail was cleard, and to the Field they halte. 
But firtt from under fhadie arborous roof, 
8oon as they forth were corne to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the Sun, who fcarce up rifen 
With wheels yet hov'ring o're the Ocean brim, 
Shot paralel to the earth his dewie ray, 
Difcovering in wide Lantskip ail the Eatt 
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Of Paradit and Edens happie Plains, 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
l'hir Orifons, each Morning duly paid 
In various ftyle, for neither various tyle 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 
Thir Maker, in fit ftrains pronounc't or fung 
Hnmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 
Flowd from thir lips, in Profe or numerous Verfe, 
More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp 
To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began. 
Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Ahnightie, thine this univerfal Frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thy felfhow xvondrous then ! 
tlnfpeakable, who fitft above thefe Heavens 
To us invifible or dimly feen 
In thefe thy lowef works, yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought,and Power Divine: 
Speak yee who beft can tell,ye Sons oflight, 
Angels, for yee behold him,and with longs 
And choral fymphonies, Day without Night, 
Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heav'n, 
On Earth joyn all yee Creatures to extoll 
Him firft, him laft, him midR, and without end. 
Faireft ofStarrs,.laft in the train of Night, 
If better thou belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge ofday, that crownft the fmiling Morn 
With thy bright Circlet, praife him in thy Spheare 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of Prime. 
l'hou Sun,ofthis great World both Eye and Soule, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, round his praife 
In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climb'ft, 
And when highNoon haft gaind,&when thou fallft. 
Q z Moon, 
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Moon, that now meetl the orient Sun, now fli'i 
With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies, 
And yee rive other wandring Fires that move 
In myttic Dance not without Song, refound 
His praife, who out of Darknefs call'd up Light. 
Aire, and ye Elements the eldef birth 
Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual Circle, multiform ; and mix 
And nourifh ail things, let your ceaflefs change 
Varie to out great Maker fill new praife. 
Ye Mifs and Exhalations that now rife 
From Hill or fleaming Lake, dutkie or grey, 
Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with Gold, 
In honour to the Worlds great Author rire, 
Whether to dcck with Clouds the uncolourd tkie, 
Orwet the thirftie Earth with falling fhowers, 
Rifing or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praifc ye Winds,that from four Q,u_arters blow, 
Breath fort or loud; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every Plant, in fign of Vorfhip wave. 
Fountains and yee, that warble,as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Joyn voices ail ye living Souls, ye Birds, 
That tinging up to Heaven Gate afcend, 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife ; 
Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk 
The Earth, and ftately tread, or lowly creep ; 
Witnefs ifl be filent, Morn or Eeven, 
To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or frefla fhade 
Madevocal by my Song, and taught his praife. 
Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 
To give us onely good ; and ifthe night 
Have 
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Have gathered aught ofevil or conceald, 
Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 
So pray'd they innocent, and to thirthoughts 
Firm peace recoverd foon and wonted calm. 
On to thir mornings rural work they hatte 
Among fweet dewes and flours ; where any row 
Of Fruit-trees overwoodie reachd too farr 
Thir pamperd boughes,and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs imbraces : or they led the Vine 
To wed ber Elm ; fhe fpous'd about him twines 
Her mariageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dowr th' adopted Clufters, to adorn 
Hisbarren leaves. Them thusimploid beheld 
With pittie Heav'ns high King, and tu him call'd 
taptael, the fociable Spirit, that deign'd 
To travel with "Toaias, and fecur'd 
His marriage with the feaventimes-wedded Maid. 
tapbael, laid hee, thou hear'l what ftir on Earth 
8atan from Hell fcap't through the darkfom Gulf 
Hath raifd in Paradife, and how ditturbd 
This night the human pair, how he defignes 
In them at once to ruin ail mankind. 
Go therefore, hall this day as friend with fi'iend 
Converfe with etdam, in what Bowre or fhade 
Thou find'ft him from the heat ofNoon retir'd, 
To refpit his day-labour with repatt, 
Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on, 
As may advife him of his happie ftate, 
Happinefs in his power left free to will, 
Left to his own fi'ee Will, his Will though free, 
Yet mutable ; whence warne him to beware 
He fwerve not too fecure : tell him withall 
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His danger, and fi'ot'n whom, what enemie 
Late fZalln himfelffrom Heav'n, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like fate of blifs; 
By violence, no, for that fhall be withfood, 
But by deceit and lies; this let him know, 
Leaf wilfully tranfgteffing he pretend 
Surprifal, unadmoniflat, unf'orewarnd. 
So fpake th' Eternal Father, and fulfilld 
All Jufice : nor delaid the winged Saint 
After his charge receivd; but from among 
Thoufand Celefial Ardors, where he ftood 
Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 
Flew through the midfofH eav'n; th' angelic Qires 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th' Empyreal road ; till at the Gate 
Of Heav'n arriv'd, the gare felf-opend wide 
On golden Hinges turning, as by work 
Divine thefov'ran Archite(t had fram'd. 
From hence, no cloud, or, to obfruc"t his fight, 
Starr interpos'd, however fmall he fees, 
Not unconform to other flaining Globes, 
Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd 
Above all Hills. As when by night the Glafs 
Of Ga]ileo, lefs affur'd, obferves 
'Imagind Lands and Regions in the Moon : 
Or Pilot from amidf the cyclades 
Delos or Saints firt appeering kenns 
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the var Ethereal Skie 
Siles between worlds & worlds, with fteddie wing 
Now on the polar windes, then with quick Fann 
Winnows the buxom Air; till within tbare 
Of 
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OfTowring Eagles, to ail the Fowles he feems 
A Phenix, gaz'd by all, as that foie Bird 
When to enfhrine his reliques in the Sun's 
Bright Temple, to g)ptian 7heb's he flies. 
At once _on th' Ealern cliff of Paradife 
He lights, and to his proper fhape returns 
A Seraph wingd ; fix wings he wore, to fhade 
His lineaments Divine ; the pair that clad 
Each fhoulder broad, came mantling o're his breft 
With regal Ornament ; the middle pair zSo 
Girt like a 8tarrie Zone his waRe, and round 
8kirted his loines and thighes with downie Gold 
And colours dipt in Heav'n ; the third his feet 
Shaddowd from either heele with featherd maile 
Skie-tin&ur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he Rood, 
And lhook his Plumes, that H eav'nly fragrance fill'd 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the Bands 
OfAngels under watch ; and to his Rate, 
And to his meffage high in honour rire ; 
For on fom meffage high they guefsd him bound. 29 ° 
Thir glittering Tents he pafsd, and now is corne 
Into the blifsful field, through Groves of Myrrh% 
And flouring Odours, Caflïa, Nard, and Balme ; 
A Wildernefs of fweet ; for Nature here 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more fweet, 
Wilde above rule or Art ; enormous blifs. 
H m throagh the fpicie ForreR oward com 
ztdam difcernd, as in the dore he fat 
..O, fhis cloole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun ] 30o 
Shot down dire& his fervid Raies to warme ] 
Earths inmot .,omb,more warmth thenldam need ; 
And 
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And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 
For dinner favourie fruits, of tare to pleafe 
True appetite, and not difrelifh thirt 
Of ne&arous draughtsbetween,from milkie ltream, 
Berrie or Grape : to whom thus ./Idam call'd. 
Halte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 
Ealtward among thfe "Frees, what glorious flaape 
Cornes this way lnoving ; feems another Morn 
Ris'n on mid-lnoon ; tbm great behelt from Heav'n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will voutfafe 
This day tobe our Guelt. But goe with fpeed, 
And what thy ltores contain, bring forth and poure 
Abundance, fit to honourand receive 
Our Heav'nly ltranger ; well we may afford 
Our givers thir own gifts, and large beltow 
From large beltowd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd'ning grows 
More fruitful, which inltrus us hot to fpare. 
To whom thus Eve. Idam, earths hallowd mould, 
Of God infpir'd, fmall lto.re will ferve, where ltore, 
AI1 feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ltalk ; 
Save what by frugal ltoring firmnefs gains 
To nourifln, and -fuperfluous moilt confumes : 
But I will halte and from each bough and break, 
Each Plant &jucielt Gourd will pluck fuch choice 
To entertain our Angel guelt, as hee 
Beholding flnall confefs that here on Earth 
God hath difpenlt his bounties as in Heav'n. 
So faying, with difpatchful looks in halte 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacie belt, 
What order, fo contriv'd as not to mix 

Taltes, 
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Fatkes, not well joynd, inelegant, but bring 
Fafte after taire upheld with kindliet change, 
13eftirs her then, and from each tender çtalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yeilds 
In lndia Eaçt or Wett, or middle fhoare 
In Pontus or the punic Coaçt, or where 
*lcinous re%n d, fruit ofall kindes, in coate, 
Rough, or fmooth rin'd, or bearded hufk, or lhell 
She gathers, Tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the Grape 
She crufhes, inoffenfive mouçt, and meathes 
From many a berrie,and from t\veet kernels preçt 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thetWto hold 
Wants her fit veffcls pure, then çtrews the ground 
With Rofe and Odours from the fhrub unfum'd. 
Mean while our Primitive great 8ire, to meet 
His god-like Gueçt,walks forth,without more train 
Accompani'd then with his own compleat 
Perfe6tions, in himfelf was ail his çtate, 
More t'olemn then the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long 
OfHorfes led, and Grooms befmeard with Gold 
Dazles the croud, and t'ets them ail agape. 
Neerer his prefence gldam though not awd, 
Yet with t'ubmifs approach and reverence meek, 
A_s to a fuperior Nature, bowing low, 
Thus laid. Native of Heav'n, for other place 
one can then Heav'n fuch glorious fhape contain; 
ince by defcending from the Thrones above, 
FhotWhappie places thou hafi deignd a while 
1"o want, and honour thefe, voutfafe with us 
wo onely, who yet by fov'ran gift poffefs 
R This 
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q'his fpacious ground, in yonder fhadie Bowre 
To reit, and what the Garden choicef% bears 
To fit and tarte, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the Sun more coole decline. 
Whorn thus the Angelic Vertue anfwerd milde. 
,¢dam, I theretbre carne, nor art thou fich 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite,though Spirits of Heav'n 
To vitit thee ; lead on then where thy Bowre 
Oleflaades ; for thefe mid-hours, till Eevning rire 
I have at will. So to the Silvan Lodge 
Thev came, that like Pomona's Arbour fmi!'d 
With flourets deck't and fragrant fmells ; but Eve 
Hndeckt, lave with ber felf more lovcly fair 
Then Wood-Nymph, or the ttireft Goddefs feign'd 
Ofthree that in Mount Ida naked ftrove, 
Stood to entertain her gueft from Heav'n; no vaile 
Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirme 
Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile 
Beftowd, the holy falutation us'd 
Long after to bleft tyfarie, fecond Eve. 
Haile Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful Womb 
Shall fill the World more numerous with thy Sons 
Then with thefe various fruits the Trees of God 
Have heap'd this Table. Rais'd oR gra(fie terf 
Thir Table was, and mofiîe feats had round, 
And on her ample Square frorn ride to ride 
Ail ¢utumn pil'd, though Spring and ,¢,utumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
No fear lePt Dinner code ; when thus began 
Our Authour. Heav'nly ftranger,pleafe to taPte 
Thefe bounties which our Nourifher, from whom 
Ail 
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M1 perfet good unmeifur'd out, defcends, 
Fo us for food and for delight hath caus'd 
Fhe Earth to yeild ; unfavourie food perhaps 
Fo fpiritual Natures ; only this I know, 
Yhat one Celeftial Father gives to ail. 
To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of purett Spirits be round 
No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
lntelligential fubftances require 
As doth your Rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower facultie 
Offenfe, whereby they hear, fee, finell, touch, tare, 
TaR!ng conco¢t, digett, affimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftaind and fed ; of Elements 
The groffer feeds the purer, earth the fea, 
Earth and the Sea feed Air, the Air thofe Fires 
Ethereal, and as loweft firtt the Moon ; 
Whence in ber vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg'd 
Vapours not yet into her fubftance turnd. 
Nor doth the Moon no nourifhment exhale 
From her moiflt Continent to higher Orbes. 
The Sun that light imparts to ail, receives 
From ail his alimental recompence 
In humid exhalations, and at Even 
Sups with the Ocean : though in Heav'n the Trees 
Of lire ambrofial frutage bear, and vines (Morn 
Yeild Ne&ar, though from off the boughs each 
e brufh mellifluous Dewes, and find the ground 
Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 
R 2 Varied 
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Varied his bounty fo with new delights, 
As may compare with Heaven; and to tafe 
Think not I fhall be nice. 8o down they fat, 
And to thir viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mift, the common glofs 
Of Theologians, but with keen difpatch 
Of real hunger, and concocive heate 
To tranfubttantiate ; what redounds, tranfpires 
Through Spirits with eafe; nor wonder ; it by fir 
O f footy coal the Empiric Alchimiff 
Can turn, or lmlds it poflîble to turn 
Metals of dlof]îef Ore to perler Gold 
As from the Mine. Mean while at Table Eve 
Minifterd naked, and thir flowing cups 
With pleafant liquors crown'd : O innocence 
Deferving Paradife ! if ever, then, 
-Fhen had the Sons ofGod excufe to bave bin 
Enamour'd at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealoufie 
Was underttood, the injur'd Loyers Hell. 
Thus when with meats & drinks they had fuflïc'd, 
Not burd'nd Nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Idam, not to let th'occafion pafs 
Given him by this great Conference to know 
Ofthings above his World, and ofthir being 
Who dwel[ in Heav'n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo farr, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high Power fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th' Empyreal Minifter he fram'd. 
Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy fa'our, in this honour done to man, 

tlnder 
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tlnder whofe lowly roofthou haft voutfaf't 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tarte, 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 
As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
At Heav'ns high feafts to bave fed : yet what com- 
To whom the winged Hierarch repli'd. (pare? 
O /d«m, one Almightie is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to himreturn, 
If hOt deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfe&ion, one firft matter all, 
[ndu'd with various forms, vrious degrees 
Of fubftance, and in things that lire, of lire ; 
But more refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure, 
As neerer to him plac't or neerer tending 
Each in thir feveral aive Sphears affignd, 
Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 
Proportiond to each kind.So from the root (leaves 
Springs lighter the grten ftalk, from thence the 
More a.erie, laft the bright confummate floure 
Spirits odorous breathes : flours and thir fruit 
Mans nourithment, by gradual fcale fublim'd 
To vital Spirits afpire, to animal, 
To intelle&ual, give both lire and fenfe, 
Fanfie and undertanding, whence the foule 
Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 
Difcurfive, or Intuitive; difcourfe 
ls ofteR yours, the latter moR is ours, 
Differing but in degree, of kind the faine. 
Wonder hOt then, what God for you faw good 
If I refufe not, but convert, as you, 
To proper fubftance ; time may corne when men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
No 
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iNo inconvenient Diet, nor too light Fare : 
'And from thefe corForal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at laft turn all to Spirit, 
Improv'd by trac"t of time, and wingd afcend 
Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice 
Here or in Heav'nly Paradifes dwell ; 
Ifye be round obedient, and retain 
Hnalterably firm his love entire 
Whofe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy 
Your fill what happine£ this hppie fltate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 
To whom the Patriarch ofmankind repli'al. 
O favourable fpirit, propitious gueil, 
Well haut thou taught the way that might dire 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of Nature fet 
Frorn center to circumference, whereon 
In contemplation of created things 
By ileps we may afcend to God. But fay, 
What meant that caution joind, ifye befound 
o[edient ? can wee want obedience then 
To him, or poffibly his love defert 
Who formd us from the duR, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoil meafure of what blifs 
Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 
To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God ; 
That thou continu'il fuch, owe to thy felf, 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein iland. 
This was that caution givn thee ; be advis'd. 
God ruade thee perfet, not immutable; 
And good he ruade thee, but to perfevere 
He left it in thy power, ordaind thy will 

By 
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By nature free, not over-rul'd by Fate 
Inextricable, or firi& necettity ; 
Our voluntarie çervice he requires, 
Not our necefiïtated, fuch with hi,n 
Findes no acceptance, nor can find, for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tri'd whether they ferve 
Willing or no, who will but what they mufi 
By Defiinie, and can no other choofe ? 
My felf and ail th' Angelic Hofi that fiand 
In fight of God enthron'd, our happie fiate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds ; 
On other furety none ; freely we ferve. 
Becaufe wee freely love, as in our will 
To love or not; in this we fiand or rail : 
And fore are fall'n, to difobedience fall'n, 
And fo from Heav'n to deepefi Hell ; O fall 
From what high fiate ofblifs into what woe ! 
To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted eare 
Divine infiruSter, I bave heard, then when 
Cherubic 8ongs by night from neighbouring Hills 
Aereal Mufic rend : nor knew Inot 
To be both will and" deed created free ; 
Yet that we never fhall forget to love 
Our maker, and obey him whofe command 
Single, is yet fo jufi, my confiant thoughts 
Affur'd me and fiill allure: though what thou tellfi 
Hath pafi in Heav'n, fom doubt within me move, 
But more defire to hear, ifthou confent, 
The full relation, which mufi needs be firange, 
Worthy of 8acred filence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for fcarce the Sun 
Had 
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Hath finifht hall his journey, and fcarce begins 
His other halfin the great Zone of Heav'n. 
Thus ddam made requet, and Rap/oad 
After fhort paufe affenting, thus began. 
High matter thou injoint me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard, for how thall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 
Ofwarring Spirits ; how without remorfe 
'Fhe ruin of fo many glorious once 
And petfet while they Rood ; how laft unfould 
The fecrets ofanother world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 
This is difpenc't, and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe, I fhall delineate fo, 
By lik'ning fpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may exprefs them beft, though what if Earth 
Be but the fhaddow of Heav'n, and things therein 
Each to other like, more then on earth is thought? 
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde 
Reignd where thefe Heav'ns now rowl,where Earth 
Upon ber Center pois'd, when on a day (now refts 
(For Time, though in Eternitie, appli'd 
Fo motion, meafures ail things durable 
By prefent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th' Empyreal 
OfAngels by Imperial ruminons call'd, (Hot 
'lnnumerable belote th' Almighties Throne 
Forthwith from ail the ends ofHeav'n appeerd 
tlnder thir Hierarchs in orders bright 
Fen thoufand thoufand Enfignes high advanc'd, 
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare 
Streame in the Aire, and for ditin&ion ferve 
Of 



P a r a di f e loti. 

Book. 5- 

Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees ; 
Or in thir glittering Tit't'ues bear imblaz'd 
Holy Memorials, ac'ts of Zeale and Love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbes 
Of circuit inexpreflible they ttood, 
Orb within Orb, the Father infinite, 
By whom in blifs inabofom'd fat the Son, 
A midf as from a flaming Mount, whofeop 
Brightnefs had ruade invifible, thus fpake. 
Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, (ers, 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
Hear my Decree, which unrevok't flaall Rand. 
This day I have begot xvhom I declare 
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand ; your Head I him appoint ; 
And by my Selfhave fxvorn to him flaall bow 
All knees in Heav'n, and flaall confefs him Lord : 
Hnder his great Vice-gerent Reign abide 
Hnited as one individual Soule 
For ever happie : him who difobeyes 
Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and that day 
CaR out from Gocl and bleffed vifion, falls 
Into utter darknefs, deep ingulft, his place 
Ordaind without redemption, without end. 
So fpake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All feemd well pleas'd,all feem'd, but were not all. 
That day, as other folem dayes, they fpent 
In long and dance about the facred Hill, 
MvPdcal dance, wh;ch yonder Pcarrie Spheare 
of Planets and of fixt in ail her Wheeles 
Refembles nearePc, mazes intricate, 
S Ec- 
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Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 
Then mof, when ,aaof irregular they £eem : 
And in thir motions harmonie Divine 
8o fmooths her charming tones,that Gods own ear 
Lifens delighted. Eevning approachd 
(For we have alfo our Eevning and our Morn, 
We ours for change dele&able, not need) 
Forthwith from dance to fweet repaf they turn 
Defirous, ail in Circles as they food, 
Tables are let, and on a £udden pil'd 
With Angels Food, and rubied Ne&ar flows  
In Pearl, in Dianaond, and marrie Gold, 
Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth of Heav'n. 
They eat, they drink, and with refe&ion £weet 
Are fill'd, before th' all bounteous King, who 
With copious hand,rejoycing in thir joy. (lhowrd 
Now when ambrofial Night with Clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount ofGod,whence light & lhade 
8pring both, the face of brightef Heav'n had changd 
To grateful Twilight (for Night comes not there 
In darker veile) and rofeat Dews difpos'd 
Ail but the untleeping eyes of God to ref, 
Wide over ail the Plain, and wider farr 
Then all this globous Earth in Plain outfpred, 
(8uch are the Courts ofGod) Th' Angelic throng 
Difperf in Bands and Files thir Camp extend 
By living 8treams among the Trees of Lire, 
Pavilions numberlefs, and fudden reard, 
:Celeftial Tabernacles, wl-xere they flept courfe 
Fannd with coole Winds, lave thofe who in thir 
Melodious Hymns about the fovran Throne 
Alternate ail night long : but not fo wak'd , 
8atan 
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Satan, fo call him now, his former naine 
Is heard no more Heav'n ; he ofthe firft, 
Ifnot the firR Arch-Angel, great in Power, 
In favour and proeeminence,yet fraught 
With envie againt the Son ofGod, that day 
Honourd by his great Father, and proclaimd 
Meiah King anointed, could hOt beare 
Through pride that fight, and thought himfelf im- 
Deepmalice thenceconceiving & difdain, (paird. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dutkie houre 
Friendlieft to fleep and filence, he refolv'd 
With ail his Legions to diflodge,and leave 
tlnworfhipt, unobey'd the Throne fupream 
Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. 
Sleept thou Companion dear, what fleep can 
Thy eye-lids ? and remembreft what Decree (clore 
Of yefterday, fo late hath part the lips 
Of Heav'ns Almightie. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ; 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy fleep diffent ? new Laws thou feet impos'd ; 
New Laws from him who reigns, new minds may 
In us who ferve, new Counfels, to debate (raire 
What doubtful may enfue, more in this place 
To utter is not rare. Affemble thou 
Ofall thofe Myriads which we lead the chier; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her fhadowie Cioud withdraws, I am to halte, 
And ail who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where we poffefs 
The Qarters ofthe North, there to prepare 
S 2 Fit 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King 
The great al_aL/ri'ch, and his new commands, 
Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
Intends to pals triumphant, and give Laws. 
So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwarie breft 
Of his Affociate; hee together calls, 
Or feveral one by one,the Regent Powers, 
Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught, 
That the mort High commanding, now ere Night, 
Now ere dim Night had difincumberd Heav'n, 
The great Hierarchal Standard was to move ; 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts between 
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found 
Or taint integ,-itie ; but all obey'd 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 
Ofthir great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His naine, and high was his degree in Heav'n; 
His count'nance, as the Morning Starr that guides 
The arrie flock, allur'd theln, and with lyes 
Drew after him the third part ofHeav'ns Ho : 
Mean while th' Eternal eye, whofe fight difcernes 
Abrufe thoughts, from forth his holy Mount 
And from within the golden Lamps that burne 
Nightly betore him, faw without thir light 
Rebellion rifing, faw in wholn, how pred 
Among the fons of Morn, what lnultitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high Decree ; 
And fmiling to his onely Son thus laid. 
Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence, Heir of all my might, 
Neerly it now concernes us to be fure 

o 
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Ofour Omnipotence, and with what Arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of Deitie or Empire, fuch a foe 
Is rifing, who intends to ere& hisThrone 
Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious North ; 
Norfo content, hath in his thought to trie 
In battel, what our Power is, or our right. 
l.et us advife, and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what force is left, and all imploy 
In our defence, left unawares we lofe 
This our high place, out Sand'tuarie, our Hill. 
To whom the Son with calm afpe& and cleer 
Light'ning Divine, ineffable, ferene, 
Made anfwer. Mightie Father, thou thy foes 
Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure 
Laugh'ft at thir vain defignes and tumults vain, 
Matter to mee ofGlory, whom thir hate 
Illuftrates, when they fee all Regal Power 
Giv'n lne to quell thir pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue 
Thy Rebels, or be found the worft in Heav'n. 
So fpake the Son, but Satan with his Powers 
Farr was advanc't on winged fpeed, an Hoft 
Innumerable as the Starrs of Night, 
Or Starrs ofMorning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on every leafand every flouer. 
Regions they pafs'd, the mightie Regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
In thir triple Degrees, Regions to which 
AI1 thy Dominion, ldam, is no more 
Then v«hat this Garden is to all the Earth, 
And all the Sea, from one entire globofe 
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Stretcht into Longitude; which having pafs'd 
At length into the limits of the North 
They came, and 8atan to his Royal feat 
High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount 
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 
From Diamond Q..uarries hew'n, & Rocks of Gold, 
q'he Palace of great Luc(fer, (lb call 
That StruCture in the DialeCt of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, hee 
AffeCting all equality with God, 
In imitation ofthat Mount whereon 
Meiah was declar'd in fight ofHeav'n, 
The Mountain ofthe Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he affembl'd all his Train, 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of thir King, 
Thither to corne, and with calumnious Art 
Ofcounterfeted truth thus held thir ears. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues, 
If thefe magnific Titles yet remain (Powers, 
Not meerly titular, rince by Decree 
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs't 
Ail Power, and us eclipft under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom ail this halte 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 
17his onely to confutt how we may beft 
With what may be devis'd of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile, 
17oo much to one, but double how endur'd, 
To one and to his image now proclaim'd ? 
But what ifbetter counfels might ereCt 
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Our minds and teach us to caft off this Yoke ? 
Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 
The fupple knee ? ye will not, ifI truft 
To know ye right, or ifye know your felves 
Natives and Sons of Heav'n poffeft before 
By none, and if not equal ail, yet free, 
Equally free; for Orders and Degrees 
Jarr not with liberty, but well confifL 
Who can in reafon then or right allume 
Monarchie over fuch as lire by right 
His equals, if in power and fplendor lefs, 
In freedome equal ? or can introduce 
Law and Edi6t on us, who without law 
Erre not, much lefs for this to he our Lord, 
And look for adoration to th' abufe 
Of thofe Imperial Titles which affert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ferve ? 
Thus farr his bold difi:our£e without controule 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
4bdiel, then whom none with more zeale ador'd 
The Deitie, and divine commands obei'd, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeale fevere 
The current of his fury thus cppos'd. 
O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud! 
Words which no eare ever to hear in Heav'n 
Expec2ed, leaft of ail from thee, ingrate 
In place thy felffo high above thy Peeres. 
Canf thou with impious obloquie condemne 
Thejuft Decree of God, pronounc't and fworn, 
That to his only Son by right endu'd 
With Regal Scepter, every Soule in Heav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Corfef 



Book. 5. Paraclife 

Confefs him rightful King ? unju thou faitt 
Flatly unjutt, to binde with Laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let Reigne, 
One over ail with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thcu give Law to God, fhalt thou difpute 
With him the points oflibertie, who ruade 
Thee what thou art, & formd the Pow'rs of Heav'n 
Such as he pleafd, and circumfcrib'd thir being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good, 
And ofour good, and ofour dignitie 
How provident he is, how farr from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Oùr happie Rate under one Head more neer 
tlnited. But to grant it thee unju, 
That equal over equals Monarch Reigne : 
felf though great & glorious doit thou count, 
Or ail Angelic Nature joind in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son, by whom 
As by his Word the mighty Father made 
Ail things, e,¢'n thee, and ail the Spirits of Heav'n 
By him created in thir bright degrees, 
Crownd them with Glory, & to thir Glory nam'd 
Thrones,Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
Effential Powers, nor by his Reign obfcur'd, (ers 
But more illuttrious made, rince he the Head 
One of our number thus reduc't becomes, 
His Laws our Laws, ail honour to him done 
Returns our own. Ceafe then this impious rage, 
And tempt not thefe ; but hatt'n to appeafe 
fed Father, and th' incenfed Son, 
'While Pardon may be round in time befought. 
So fpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale 
None 
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None feconded, as out of feafon judg'd, 
Or fingular and rafh, whereat rejoic'd 
Th' Apofat, and more haughty thus repli'd. 
That we were formd then faif thou ? & the work 
Of fecondarie hands, by task transferd 
From Father to his Son ? frange point and new ! 
Doc"trin whichwe would know whence learnt: who 
When this creation was ? rememberR thou (faw 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before us, felf-begot, felf-rais'd 
By our own quick'ning power, when fatal courre 
Had circl'd his full Orbe, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heav'n, Ethereal Sons. 
Our puiffance is our own, our own right hand 
Shall teach us highett deeds, by proof to try 
Who is our equal : then thou fhalt behold 
Whether by fupplication we intend 
Addrefs, and to begirt th' Alnaighty Throne 
Befeeching or befieging. This report, 
"1-hefe tidings carrie to th' anointed King ; 
Andfly, ere evilintercept thy flight. 
He laid, and as the round of waters deep 
Hoarce murmur echo'd to his words applaufe 
Through the infinite Hott, nor lefs for that 
The flarning Seraph fearlefs, though alone 
Encompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwerd bold. 
O alienate from God, O fpirit accurft, 
Forfak'n ofall good ; I fee thy fall 
Determind, and thy haplefs crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpred 
Both ofthy crime and punifhment : henceforth 
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No more be troubl'd how to quit the yoke 
Of Gods Me.ffiah ; thofe indulgent Laws 
;Will not be now voutfaf't, other Decrees 
Againft thee are gon forth without recall ; 
That Golden Scepter which thou didft reje6t 
Is now an lron Rod to bruire and breake 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advife, 
Yet not for thy advife or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked Tents devoted, leaft the wrauth 
Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Dittinguith not: for foon expec"t to feel 
His Thunder on thy head, devouring tire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learne, 
When who tan uncreate thee thou flaalt know. 
So fpake the Seraph lldielfaithful round, 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only hec ; 
Among innumerable falfe , unmov'd, 
Hnflaak'n, unfeduc'd, unterrifi'd 
His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale ; 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, Or change his conttant mind 
Though fingle. From amidtt them forth he pafsd, 
Long way through hottile fcorn, which he futteind 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 
And with retorted fcorn his back he turn'd 
On thofe proudTowrs to fwift dettru&ion doom'd. 

7he End of tbe Fifth Book. 
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LL night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfu'd 
l'hrough Heav'ns wide Champain held 
, his way, till Morn, 
Wak t by the circling Hours, with 
, rofie hand 
Hnbarr d the gates of Ligh.t. There 
IS a Cav¢ 
IWithin the Mount of God, raff by his Throne, 
Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diflodge by turns,which makes through 
GrateIhl viciffitude,like Day and Night; (Heav'n 
Light iffues £orth, and at the other dote 
Obfequious darknefs enters, till her houre (well 
To veile the Heav'n, though darknef» there might 
Seem twilight here; and now went forth the Morn 
Such as in higheft Heav'n, arrayd in Gold 
Empyreal, from before her vanifht Night, 
T 2 Shot 
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Shot through with orient Beams:when all the Plair 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and ttamitig Armes, and fierie Steeds 
Ref.e&ing blaze on blaze, firft met his view : 
Warr he perceav'd, warr in procin&, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 
To bave reported : gladly then he mixt 
Among thofe £riendly Powers who him receav'd 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one 
That of fo many Myriads fall'n, yet one 
Returnd hot loft : On to the facred hill 
They led him high applauded, and prefent 
Before the feat fupream ; from whence a voice 
From raidit a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 
Servant ofGod,well done, well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who fingle haft maintaind 
Againft revolted multitudes the Caufe 
Of Truth, in word mightier then they in Armes ; 
And for the teftimonie of Truth haft born 
tl niverfal reproach, far worfe to beare 
Then violence : for this was all thy care 
To ftand approv'd in fight ofGod, though Worlds 
Judg'd thee perverfe : the eafier conquett now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of ffiends, 
Back c,n thy foes more glorious to return 
Then fcornd thou didft depart, and to fubdue 
Ey force, who reafon for thir Law refufe, 
Right reafon for thir Law, and for thir King 
leiah, who by right of merit Reigns. 
Goe A4ichaelof Celeftial Armies Prince, 
And thou in Military prowefs next 
Gabriel, lead forth to Battel thefe my Sons 

Invin- 
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Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thoufands and byMillions rang'd for fight ; 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
Rebellious, them with Fire and hotiile Arms 
Fearlefs aflàult, and to the brow of Heav'n 
Purfuing drive them out from God and blifs, 
lnto thir place of punifhment, the Gulf 
OfTartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall. 
 So fpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, and fmoak to rowl 
In duskie wreathes, relu&ant flames, the figne 
Of wrauth awak't : nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow : 
At which command the Powers Militant, 
That ftood for Heav'n, in mighty Q.Eadrate joyn'd 
Of LInion irrefiftible, mov'd on 
In filence thir bright Legions, to the round 
Ofinftrumental Harmonie that breath'd 
Heroic Ardor to advent'rous deeds 
: LInder thir God-like Leaders, in the Caufe 
OfGod and his Jefliah. On they more 
lndiffolubly firm ; nor obvious Hill, 
Nor treit'ning Vale, nor Wood,nor Stream divides 
Thir perfet ranks ; for high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the paffive Air upbore 
Thir nimble tread ; as when the total kind 
Of Birds in orderly array on wing 
Came fummond over Eden to receive 
Thir names of thee ; fo over many a tracCt 
OfHeav'n theymarch'd, and many a Province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at lait 
FarI 
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Farr in th' Horizon to the North appeer'd 
From skirt to skirt a fierie Region, ftretcht 
In battailous afpec2, and neerer view 
Brittl'd with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid Spears,and Hehnets throng'd, and Shields 
Various, with boaftful Argument portraid, 
The banded Powers of Satan hafting on 
With furious expedition ; for they w eend 
That felf fanae day by fight, or by furprize 
To win the Mount of God, and on his Throne 
To let the envier of his State, the proud 
Afpirer, but thir thoughts prov'd fond and vain 
In the raid way : though ftrange to us it feemd 
At firtt, that Angel fhould with Angel warr, 
And in tierce hotting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in Fettivals of joy and love 
Hnanimous, as fons ofone great Sire 
Hymning th' Eternal Father : but the thout 
OfBattel now began, and rufhing round 
Ofonfet ended foon each milder thought. 
I High in the midi1 exalted as a God 
ITh'Apottat in his Sun-bright C,h, ariot rate 
[[dol of Majettie Divine, enclos d 
With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields ; 
-Fhen lighted from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
'Twixt Hot1 and Hot1 but narrow fpace was left, 
A dreadful interval, and Front to Front 
Prefented tood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudie Van, 
On the rough edge ofbattel ere it joyn'd, 
8atan with vat and haughtie trides advanc't, 
Came towring, armd in Adamant and Gold ; 
Abdiel 
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lbdiel that fight endur'd not, where he Rood 
Among the mightieR, bent on highel deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 
O Heav'n! that fuch refemblance ofthe HigheR 
Should yet remain, where faith and realtie 
Remain not; wherfore fhould not Rrength & might 
There rail where Vertue fails, or weakel prove 
Where boldeR ; though to fight unconquerable ? 
I His puiffance, truRing in th' Almightie's aide, 
I mean to try, whofe Reafon I bave tri'd 
tlnfound and falfe ; nor is it aught but juR, 
That he who in debate of Truth bath won, 
Should win in Arms, in both difputes alike 
Vicor ; though brutifh that conter and foule, 
When Reafon hath to deal with force, yet fo 
Mol reafon is that Reafon overcome. 
So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth Repping oppofite, halfway he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens't, and thus fecurely him defi'd. 
Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have 
The highth ofthy afpiring unoppos'd, (reacht 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his ride 
Abandond at the terror of thy Power 
Or potent tongue ; fool, not to think how vain 
AgainR th' Omnipotent to rire in Arms ; 
Who out of fmalleR things could without end 
Have rais'd inceffant Armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with folitarie hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, atone blow 
tlnaidedcould bave finifht thee, and whelmd 
Thy Legions under darknefs ; but thou feeR 

AI1 
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Ail are not of thy Train ; there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Pietie to God, though then 
To thee not vifible, when I alone 
8eemd in thy World erroneous to diffent 
From ail : my Se& thou feet, now learn too late 
How few fomtimes may know,when thoufands err. 
Whom the grand foe with fcornful eye atkance 
Thus anfwerd. III for thee, but in wifht houre 
Of my revenge, firf fought for thou returnt 
From flight, feditious Angel, to receave 
Thy merited reward, the firt affay 
Ofthis right hand provok't, rince firt that tongue 
Infpir'd with contradi&ion durt oppofe 
'A third part ofthe Gods, in Synod met 
Thir Deities to affert, who while they feel 
Vigour Divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well th0u comt 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me fol Plume, that thy fuccefs may fhow 
Detru&ion to the ret- this paufe between 
(Inanfwerd lea thou boat) to let thee know; 
At firt I thought that Libertie and Heav'n 
To heav'nly Soules had bin ail one; but now 
I fee that mot through floth had rather ferve, 
Minitring Spirits, traind up in Feat and 8ong ; 
Such hat thou arm'd, the Minffrelfie of Heav'n» 
Servilitie with freedom to contend» 
As both thir deeds compar'd this day fhall prove. 
To whom in brief thus dielfern repli'd. 
Apofat, fill thou errt, nor end wilt find 
:Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
i In.jutiy thou deprav't it with the naine 

Of 
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Of servitude to ferve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature; God and Nature bid the faine, 
When he who rules is worthiet, and excells 
Them whom he governs. This is fervitude, 
To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelld 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, 
Thy felf hot free, but to thy felf enthrall'd ; 
Yet leudly dar'lq our minilqring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mee ferve 
In Heav'n God ever bleffed, and his Divine 
Behefts obey, worthielq to be obey'd, 
Yet Chains in Hell,not Realms expe& : mean while 
From mee returnd, as erl thou faidl, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious Crel receive. 
So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high, 
Which hungnot, but fo fwift with tempel fell 
On the proud Crel ofsatan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, let could his Shield 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
Heback recoild ; the tenth on bended knee 
Hismaffie Spear upftaid ; as if on Earth 
Winds u nder ground or waters forcing way 
Sidelong, had pufla't a Mountain from his feat 
Hall funk with ail his Pines. Amazement feis'd 
The Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
Thus foil'd thir mightiel, ours joy filld, and flaout 
Prefage of Vi&orie and tierce defire 
Of Battel : whereat Michad bid round 
Th'Arch-angel trumpet;through the var of Heav'n 
It founded, and the faithul Armies rung 
ttofanna to the Higheft : norlood at gaze 
The adverfe Legions, nor lefs hideous joyn'd 
V The 
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-Fhe horrid fhock : now Ptorming furie rofe, 
And clamour fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never, Arms on Armour clafhing bray'd 
Horrible difcord, and the madding Wheeles 
Of brazen Chariots rag'd ; dire wasthe noire 
Of conflic% ; over head the difinal hifs 
Of fiery Darts in flaming volies flew, 
And flying vaulted either Ho with tire. 
Sounder fierie Cope together rufh'd 
Both Battels maine, with ruinous affault 
And inextinguithable rage ; ail Heav'n 
Refounded, and had Earth bin then, all Earth 
Had to ber Center thook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of tierce encountring Angels fought 
On either ride, the lea of whom could weild 
-Fhefe Eements, and arm him with the force 
Ofall thir Regions : how much more of Power 
Armie again Armie numberlefs to raire 
Dreadful combufl:ion warring, and difl:urb, 
Though not defl:roy, thir happie Native feat; 
Had not th' EternalKing Omnipotent 
From his flrong hold ofHeav'n high over-rul'd 
And limited thir might ; though numberd fuch 
As each divided Legion might have feemd 
A numerous Ho, in fl:rength each arrced hand 
A Legion ; led in fight, yet Leader feemd 
Each Warriour fingle as in Chier, expert 
XYhen to advance, or Rand, or turn the fway 
Of Battel, open when, and when to clore 
-Fhe ridges of grim Warr; no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argu'd fear ; each on himfelf reli'd, 

As 
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As onely in his arm the moment lay 
Of vi&orie ; deeds of eternal faine 
Were don, but infinite : for wide was fpred 
That Warr and various ; fomtimes on firm ground 
A tanding fight, then tbaring on main wing 
Tormented ail the Air ; ail Air feemd then 
ConflicTting Fire : long time in eeven fcale 
The Battel hung ; till 8atan, who that day 
Prodigious power had thewn, and met in Armes 
No equal, raunging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 
Sawwhere the 8word ofMictaad finote, and fell'd 250 
I8quadrons at once, with huge two-handed fway 
Brandifht aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wating ; fuch detru&ion to withtand 
He hated, and oppos'd the rockie Orb 
Oftenfold Adamant, his ample 8hield 
AvaP circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toile 
8urceas'd, and glad as hoping here to end 
Intettine War in Heav'n, the arch foe fubdu'd , 
Or Captive drag'd in Chains, with hoftile fron 26o , 
And virage all enflam'd firtt thus began. 
Author of evil, unknown till thy revoit, 
Hnnam'd in Heav'n, now plenteous, as thou fceft 
Thefe A&s of hateful ttrife, hateful to ail, 
!Though heaviett by jutt meafure on thy felf 
And thy adherents : how hatt thou diRurb'd 
[Heav'ns bleffed peace, and into Nature brought 
,Miferie, uncreated till the crime 
Ofthy Rebellion ? how hatt thou inRiil'd 
Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 270 
V 2 And 

240 



Book 6. Paradife/o. 

300 

And faithful, now prov'd falfe. But think hOt here 
To trouble Holy ReR ; Heav'n caRs thee out 
From all ber Confines. Heav'n the feat ofblifs 
Brooks hOt the works of violence and Warr. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along 
Thy ofspring, to the place ofevil, Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broiles, 
Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doo,ne, 
Or fom more fudden vengeance wing'd from Goal 
Precipitate thee with augmented paine. 
80 fpake the Prince of Angels ; to who,n thus 
The Adverfarie. Nor think thou with wind 
Ofairie threats to aw whom yet withdeeds 
Thou canf hOt. Haft thou turnd the leaR of thefe 
To flight, or if to rail, but that they rire 
Unvanquifht, eafier to tranfa& with mee 
That thou fhouldf hope, imperious, & with threats 
To chafe me hence ? erre not that fo fhall end 
The Pcrife which thou call'Pc evil, but wee Pcyle 
The il:rire ofGlorie : which we mean to win, 
Or turn this Heav'n it felf into" the Hell 
Thou fablef, here however to dwell free, 
If hOt to reign : mean while thy utmoR force, 
And join him nam'd llmigbtie to thy aid, 
I lïie not, but have fought thee farr and nigh. 
They ended parle, and both addref for fight 
[In£peakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on Earth contpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch highth 
Of Godlike Power : for likeç Gods they feemd, 
Stood they or mov'd, in fature, motion, arms 
Fit 



Paradife ]oft. Book 6. 

Fit to decide the Empire of great Heav'n. 
Now wgv'd thir fierie Swords, and in the Aire 
Made horrid Circles ; two broad 8uns thir 8hields 
Blaz'd oppofite, while expe&ation flood 
In horror ; from each hand with fpeed retir'd 
Where erf was thickef fight, th'Angelic throng, 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion, fuch as to fet orth 
Great things by fmall, If Natures concord broke, 
Among the Confellations warr were fprung, 
Two Planers rufhing from afpe& maligne 
Of fierceft oppofition in mid Skie, 
Should combat,and thir jarring Sphears confound. 
Together both with next to Almightie Arme, 
tlplifted imminent one ftroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeate, 
As not of power, at once ; nor odds appeerd 
In might or fwift prevention ; but the fword 
Ot klicbael from the Armorie of God 
Was giv'n him temperd fo, that neither keen 
Nor folid might refift that edge : it met 
The fword of Satan with teep force to fmite 
Defcending, and in halfcut fheere, nor taid 
But with fwift wheele reverfe, deep entring fhar'd 
Ail his right ride ; then Satan firft knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; fo fore 
The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 
Pafs'd through him,but th' Ethereal fubftance clos'd 
Not long divifible, and from the gafh 
A ftream ofNec'-tarous humor iffuing flow'd 
Sanguin, fuch as Celeftial Spirits may bleed, 
And ail his Armour ftaind ere while fo bright. 
Forth- 
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Forthwith on all rides to his aide was run 
By Angels many and frong, who interpos'd 
Defence, while others bore him on thir Shields 
Back to his Chariot ; where it ftooat retir'd 
From offthe files of warr ; there they him laid 
34 ° Gnafhing for anguifh and defpite and fhame 
To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 
Humbl'd by fich rebuke, fo farr beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet foon he heal'd; for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 
In Entrailes, Heart or Head, Liver or Reines, 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in thir liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire : 
350 Ail Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare, 
I A}I Inte}le6t, ail Senfe, and as they pleafe, 
-Fhey Limb themfelves, and colour, fize 
flaape 
or 
Affume, as likes them bef, condenfe or rare. 
Mean whi}e in other parts like deeds defervd 
Memorial, where the might of Gahrielfought, 
And with tierce Enfignes pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloc furious King, who him defi'd, 
And at his Chariot wheeles to drag him bound 
Threatn'd, nor from the Holie One of Heav'n 
36o Refrein'd his tongue blafphemous ; but anon 
Down clov'n o the wafe, with fhatterd Armes 
And uncouth paine fled bellowing. On each wing 
rieland Raphael his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a Rock of Diamond Armd, 
I Vanquifh'd 4dramelec, and 4jTnadai, 
'Two potent Thrones, that to be lefs then Gods 
Difdain'd, 
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Difdain'd,but meaner thoughts learnd in thir flight, 
Mangl'd with gafly wounds through Plate and 
Nor lood unmindful 2ldiel to annoy (Maile. 
The Atheitt crew, but with redoubl'd blow 
:4rie] and 4rioc, and the violence 
Of Ramie! fcorcht and blaled overthrew. 
I might relate of thoufands, and thir names 
Eternize here on Earth ; but thofe ele& 
Angels contented with thir lame in Heav'n 
Seek not the praife ofmen : the other fort 
In might though wondrous and in A&s of Warr, 
Nor of Renown lefs eager, yet by doome 
Canceld from Heav'n and facred memorie, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 
Forftrength from Truth divided and from Jute, 
Illaudable, naught merits but difpraife 
And ignominie, yet to glorie afpires 
Vain glorious, and through infamie feeks lame : 
Therfore Eternal filence be thir doome. 
And now thir mightief quelld,the battel fwerv'd, 
With many an inrode gor'd ; deformed rout 
Enter'd, and foui diforder ; ail the ground 
With fhiverd armour lrow'n, and on a heap 
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd 
And fierie foaming Steeds ; what ftood, recoyld 
Orewearied, through the faint Satanic Hof 
Defenfive fcarfe, or with pale fear furpris'd , 
Then rira with fear furpris'd and fenfe ofpaine 
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought 
By firme of difobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or paine. 
Far otherwife th' inviolable Saints 
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I In Cubic Phalanx firm advanc't entire, 
Invulnerable, impenitrably arm'd." 
Such high advantages thir innocence 
Gave them above thir foes, not to have finnd, 
Not to have difobei'd ; in fight they ttood 
tlnwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 
By wound,though from thir place by violence mov'd i 
Now Night her courre began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd, 
And filence on the odious dinn of Warr : 
Hnder her Cloudie covert both retir'd, 
Vicor and Vanquifht : on the foughten field 
Mic/bad and his Angels prevalent 
EncaoEping, plac'd in Guard thir Watches round, 
Cherubic waving rires : on th' other part 
8atan with his rebellious difappeerd, 
Far in the dark diflodg'd,and void of reçt, 
His Potentates to Councel call'd by night ; 
And in the midf thus undifmai'd began. 
O now in danger tri'd, now known n Armes 
Not to be overpowerd, Companions deare, 
Found worthy not of Libertie alone, 
Too mean pretenfe, but what we more affec, 
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, and renowne, 
Who bave fufaind one day in doubtful fight, 
(And ifone day, why not Eternal dayes?) 
What Heavens Lord had powerfullef to rend 
Againf us from about his Throne, andjudg'd 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will, 
But proves not fo : then fallible, it feems, 
Of future we may deem him, though til now 
Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm'd, 
Some 
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Some difadvantage we endur'd and paine, 
Till now not known,but known as foon contemnd, 
8ince now we find this our Empyreal forme 
Incapable of mortal injurie 
Imperithable, and though peirc'd with wound, 
.Soonclofing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Ofevil then fo finall as eafie think 
The remedie ; perhaps more valid Armes, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 
Or equal what between us ruade the odds, 
In Nature none : ifother hidden caufe 
Left them 8uperiour, while we can preferve 
tlnhurt our mindes, and underRanding round, 
Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 
He fat ; and in th' aflembly next upRood 
Ntfroc, of Principalities the prime; 
As one he ftood efcap't from cruel fight, 
Sore toild, his riv'n Armesto havoc hewn, 
And cloudie in afpec"t thus anfwering fpake. 
Deliverer ffom new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment ofour right as Gods ; vet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find 
Againft unequal armes to fight in paine, 
Againft unpaind, impalïfive ; from which evil 
RuinmuR needs enfue ; for what availes (pain 
Valour or ftrength, though matchlefs, quelld with 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 

Of MightieR. Senfe ofpleafure we may well 
8pare out of life perhaps, and hOt repine, 
But live content, which is the calmer life : I 
But pain is perfet tuilerie, the worR 
X Of 
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Of evils, and exceffive, overturnes 
Ail patience. He who therefore ca invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 
Out yet unwounded Enemies, or arme 
Our felves with like defence, to mee deferves 
No lefs then for deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto with look compos'd 8atan repli'd. 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 
Beleivf fo main to our fuccefs, I bring ; 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
Of this Ethereous mould whereon we fland, 
This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adornd 
With Plant,Fruit,Flour Ambrofial,Gemms&Gold, 
Whofe Eye fo fuperficially furveyes 
Thefe things,as hot to mind ri-oto whencethey grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, 
Of t]3iritous and fierie fpume, tiii toucht 
.¥ith Heav'ns ray, and temperd they flaoot forth 
:So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient light. 
i Thefe in tbir dark Nativitie the Deep 
Sball yeild us, pregnant with infernal flame, 
Which into hailow Engins long and round 
Thick-rarnmd, at th' other bore with touch of tire 
Dilated and infuriate flaall rend forth 
From far with thundring noife arnong our foes 
S,ach implements of mifchief as thall dafla 
To pieces, and orewhelm whatever ftands 
Adverfe, that they l'hall fear we have difarmd 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded boit. 
Nor long flaall be our labour, yet ere dawne, 
Effec'-t flaall end our wifh. Mean while revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to ftrength and counIel joind 
Think 
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Think nothing hard, much lets to be defpaird. 
He ended, and his words thir drooping chere 
Enlightn'd, and thir languifht hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all adroit'd, and each, how hee 
To be th' inventer mifs'd, fo eafie it feemd 
Once round, which yet unfound mort would have 
Impoffible : yet haply of thy Race (thought 
In future dayes, if Malice llaould abound, 
Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir'd 
With dev'lith machination might devife 
Like inftrulnent to plague the Sons of men 
For fin, on warr and mutual flaughter bent. 
Forthwith f'rom Counccl to the work they flew, 
None arguing ftood, innumerable hands 
Were ready, in a moment up they turnd 
Wide the Celeftial foile, and faw beneath 
Th' originals of Nature in thir crude 
Conception ; Sulphurous and Nitrous Foame 
They round, they lningl'd, and with futtle Art, 
Conco6ted and adufted they reduc'd 
To blackeft grain, and into Rore conveyd " 
Part hidd'n veins diggd up (nor bath this Earth 
Entrails unlike) of Mincral and Stone, 
Whereof to round thir Engins and thir Balls 
Of miflïve ruin ; part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one ouch to tire. 
S0 all ere day-fpring, under confcious Night 
Secretthey finilla'd, and in order let, 
With filent circumfpe&ion unefpi'd. 
Now when fair Morn Orient in Heav'n appeerd 
Op rofe the Vie'for Angels, and to Arms 
"fhe matin Trumpet Sung : in Arms they ftood 
X 2 Of 
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Of Golden Panoplie, refulgent Hoft, 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning Hills 
Lookd round, and Scouts each Coaft light-armed 
Each quarter, to defcriethe diftant foe, (fcoure, 
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in ait : him foon they met 
Under fpred Enfignes moving nigh, in flow 
But firm Battalion ; back with fpeedieft 8ail 
zophiel, ofCherubim the fwifteit wing, 
Came flying, and in mid Aire aloud thus cri'd. 
Arme,Warriours,Arme for fight,the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will lave us long purfuit 
This day, fear not lais flight ; fo thick a Cloud 
He cornes, and fettl'd in his face I fee 
8ad refolution and fecure : let each 
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his Helme, gripe fart lais orbed Shield, 
Born eevn or high, for this dav will pour down, 
If I conje'ure aught, no drizing fhowr, 
But ratling flcorm ofArrows barbd with tire. 
So warnd he them aware themfelves, and foon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Inltant without ditturb they took Allarm, 
And onward more Embattelld ; when behold 
Not dittant' far with heavie pace the Foe 
Approaching grofs and huge ; in hollow Cube 
Training his devilifh Enginrie, impal'd 
On every ride with fhaddowing Squadrons Deep, 
I"o bide the fraud. At interview both fltood 
A while, but fuddenly at head appeerd 
8atan : And thus was heard Commanding loud. 
Vangard, to Right and Left the Front unfould ; 
That 
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That all may fee who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and COlnpofure, and with open bret't. 
Stand readie to receive them, ifthey like 
Out overture, and turn not back perverfe ; 
But that I doubt, however witnefs Heaven, 
Heav'n witnefs thou anon, while we difcharge 
Fredy out part : yee who appointed Rand 
Do as you bave in charge, and briefly touch 
Whatwe propound, and loud that all may hear. 
8o fcolîing in alnbiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended; when to Right and Left the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retir'd. 
Which to oureyes difcoverd new and ftrange, 
,A triple-mounted row of Pillars laid 
On Wheels (for like to Pillars mof they feem'd  
Or hollow'd bodies ruade of Oak or Firr 
With branches lopt, in Wood orMountain fell'd) 
B,'afs, lron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes 
With hideous orice gap't on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce ; at each behind 
A Seraph food, and in his hand a Reed 
8tood waving tipt with tire ; while we fufpenfe, 
Colle&ed food within our thoughts anaus'd, 
Not long, for fudden all at once thir Reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent appli'd 
With nicef touch. Immediate in a flame, 
But foon obfcur'd with fmoak, all Heav'n appeerd, 
From thofe deep-throated Engins belcht, whofe 
Emboweld with outragious noire the Air, (roar 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foule 
Thir devillifh glut, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail 
OfIron Globes, which on the Vi&or Hoft 
Level'd 
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Level'd, with fuch impetuous furie finote, 
That whom they hit,none on thir feet might ftand, 
Though ftanding elle as Rocks, but down they fell 
By thoufands, Angel on A rch-Angel rowl'd ; 
The fooner for thir Arms, unarm'd they might 
Have eafily as Spirits evaded fwift 
By quick contra6tion or remove ; but now 
Foule diflîpation follow'd and forc't rout ; 
Nor ferv'd it to relax thir ferried files. 
What lhould they do ? if on they rufht, repulfe 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubl'd, would render them yet more defpis'd, 
And to thir foes a laughter ; for in view 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 
In pofture to difplode thir fecond tire 
OfThunder : back defeated to return 
They worfe abhorr'd. 8atan behe!d thir plight, 
And to his Mates thus in derifion call'd. 
O Friends, why come not on thefe Vi6tors proud? 
Ere while they tierce were coming, and when wee, 
To entertain them fair with open Front (terms 
And Breft, (what could we more?) propounded 
Of compofition, ftrait they chang'd thir minds, 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance, yet for a dance they feemd 
Somwhat extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace : but I fuppofe 
If our propottls once again were heard 
We flaould compel them to a quick refult. 
To whom thus Be]ialin like gamefom mood. 
Leader,the terres we lent were terres ofweight, 
Ofhard contents, and full of force urg'd home, 
Such 
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8uch as we might perceive amus'd them ail, 
And ttumbl'd many, who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underftand ; 
Not underRood, this gift t hey have befides, 
They flaew us when out foes walk not upright. 
So they among themfelves in pleafant veine 
Stood fcoflîng, highthn'd in thir thoughts beyond 
Ail doubt ofVic"torie, eternal might 
Fo match with thir inventions they prefum'd 
8o eafie, and of lais Thunder made a fcorn, 
And ail his Hott derided, while they ttood 
A while in trouble; but they ttood hot long, 
Rage prompted them at length,&found them arms 
AgainR fuch hellifh mifchieffit to oppofe. 
Forthwith ( behold the excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd ) 
Thir Arms away they threw, and to the Hills 
( For Earth h:ith this variety from Heav'n 
Of pleafure fituate in Hill and Dale ) 
Light as the Lightning glimpf they tan, they flew, 
From thir foundations loofning to and fro 
They pluckt the feated Hills with all thir load, 
Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the fhaggie tops 
tlp lifting bore them in thir hands: Amaze, 
ge fure, and terrour feis'd the rebel Hott, 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom ofthe Mountains upward turn'd, 
Till on thofe curfed Engins triple.row 
They faw them whelmd, and all thir confidence 
tlnder the weight of Mountains buried deep, 
Themfelves invaded next, and on thir heads 
Main Promontories flung, which in the Air 
Came 
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Came thadowing,and opprett whole,Legions arm'd, 
Thir armor help'd thir harm, crufh t in and brus'd 
Into thir fubflance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long ttrugling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of fuch prifon, though Spirits of purefi light, 
Purett at firtt, now.grofs by tinning grown. 
The refi in imitation to like Armes 
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore; 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 
That under ground they fought in difmal fhade ; 
Infernal noire ; Warr feem'd a civil Gaine 
To this uproar ; horrid confufion heapt 
lapon confufion rofe : and now all Heav'n 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overfpred, 
Had not th' Almightie Father where he fits 
Shrin'd in hisSan&uarie of Heav'n fecure, 
Confulting onthe fum of things, forefeen 
This tumult,and permitted ail, advis'd : 
That his great purpofe he might fo fulfill, 
To honour his Anointed Son aveng'd 
tlpon his enemies, and to declare 
Ail power on him transferr'd : whence to his Son 
Th' Affeffor of his Throne he thus began. 
Effulgence ofmy Glorie, Son belov'd, 
Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vifibly, what by Deitie I am, 
And in whofe hand what by Decree I doe, 
Second Omnipotence, two dayes are paR, 
Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav'n, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
Thefe 
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Thefe difobedient ; fore hath been thir fight, 
As likelieflc was, when two fuch Foes met arm'd ; 
For to themfelves I left them, and thou knowR, 
Equal in their Creation they were form'd, 
8avewhat fin bath impaird, which yet bath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend thir doom; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muti laR 
Endlefs, and no folution will be round : 
Warr wearied bath perform'd what Warr can do, 
And to diforder'd rage let loofe the reines, (makes 
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the maine. 
Two dayes are therefore paR, the third is thine ; 
For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr 
Have fufferd, that the Glorie may be thine 
Ofending this great Warr, rince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee fuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know 
In Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare, 
And this perverfe Commotion governd thus, 
To manifeR thee worthieR tobe Heir 
Ofallthings, to be Heir and to be King 
By 8acred LIn&ion, thy deferved right. 
Go then thou MightieR in thy Fathers might, 
Afcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles 
That flaake Heav'ns bafis,bring forth all my Warr, 
My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie Arms 
Gird on, and Sword upon thy puiffant Thigh ; 
Purfue thefe fons of Darknefs, drive them out 
From ail Heav'nsbounds into the utter Deep : 
,There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife 
God and .Me.ffialo his anointed King. 
Y He 
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He laid, and on his Son with Rayes dire& 
Shon full, he all his Father full exprett 
Ineffably into his face receiv'd, 
And thus the filial Godhead anfwering fpake. 
O Father, O Supream ofheav'nly Thrones, 
Firf, Highef, Holief, BeR, thou alwayes feektt 
To glorifie thy Son, I alwayes thee, 
As is mof juf ; this I my Glorie account, 
'My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me well pleas'd, declarf thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
Scepter and Power, thy giving, I affume, 
And gladlier lhall refign, when in the end 
Thou fhalt be All in All, and I in thee 
For ever, and in mee all whom thou lov'f : 
But whom thou hat'f, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 
Image of thee in all things ; and fhall foon, 
Armd with thy might,rid heav'n of thefe rebell'd, 
To thir prepar'd ill Manfion driven down 
To chains of Darknefs, and th' undying Worm, 
That from thy j uf obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then fhall thy Saints unmixt, and from th' impure 
Farr feparate, circling thy holy Mount 
Hnfained Halleluiabs to thee ring, 
Hymns ofhigh praife, and I among them chief. 
So laid, he o're his Scepter bowing, rofe 
From the right hand ofGlorie where he rate, 
And the third facred Morn began to fhine 
Dawning through fleav'n:forth rufh'd with whirl- 
The Chariot of Paternal Deitie, (wind round 
Flafhing I 
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Flafhing thick flames, Wheele within Wheele 
It felfinflincq: with Spirit, but convoyd (drawn, 
y four Cherubic fhapes, four Faces each 
Had wondrous, as with 8tarrs thir bodies all 
And Wings were fer with Eyes, with Eyes the 
Of Beril, and careering Fires between ; (Wheels 
Over thir heads a chryftal Firmament, 
Whereon a Saphir Throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the fhowrie Arch. 
Hee in Celeftial Panoplie ail armd 
Of radiant rim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended, at his right hand Vicorie 
8are Eagle-wing'd,befide him hung his Bow 
And QEiver with three-bolted Thunder flor'd, 
And from about him tierce Effufion rowld 
Offmoak and bickering flame, and fparkles dire; 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, (al'r off his coming fhon, ' 
And twentie thoufand (I thir number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen : 
Hee on the wings bfCherub rode fublime 
On the Cryflallin Skie, in Saphir Thron'd. 
Illuftrious farr and wide, but by his own 
Firft feen, them unexpeced joy furpriz'd, 
Whenthe great Enfign of Mefliah blaz'd 
Aloit by Angels born, his 8ign in Heav'n : 
Under whofe Condu& Micbael foon reduc'd 
/ 
His Armie, circumfus'd on either Wing, I 
Under thir Head imbodied all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prepar'd ; 78o 
At his command the uprooted H ills retir'd 
Each to his place,lhey heard his voice and went 
Y - Obfe- 
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Obfequious, Heav'n his wonted face renewd, 
And with frefh Flourets Hill and Valley fmil'd. 
This faw his haplefs Foes, but ftood obdur'd, 
And to rebellious tight rallied thir Powers 
Infenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 
In heav'nly Spirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 
i But to convince the proud what Signs availe, 
i Or Wonders move th' obdurate to relent ? 
They hard'nd more by what might mofi reclame, 
Grieving to fee his Glorie, at the fight 
Took envie, and afpiring to his highth, 
Stood reimbattell'd tierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to profper, and at length prevaile 
Againfi God and Meffiah, or to fall 
In univerfal ruin lafi, and now 
To final Battel drew, difdaining flight, 
Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To all his Hofi on either hand thus fpake. 
Stand fiill in bright array ye Saints,here fiand 
Ye Angels afin'd, this day from Battel reft ; 
Faithful hath been your Warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous Caufe, 
And as ye havereceivd, fo have ye don 
Invincibly ; but ofthis curfed crew 
The punil'hment to other hand belongs, 
Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints ; 
Number to this dayes work is hOt ordain'd 
Nor multitude, ftand onely and behold 
Gods indignation on thefe Godlefs pourd 
By meè; hOt you but mec they have defpis'd, 
Yet envied ; againfi mee is ail thir rage, 
Becaufe the Father, t'whom in Heav'n fupream 
..... Kingdom 
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Kingdom and Power and Glorie appertains, 
Hath honourd me according to his will. 
Therefore to mee thir doom he bath affig'n'd ; 
That they may have thir wifh, to trie with mee 
In Battel which the ftronger proves, they ail, 
Or I alone againft them, rince by ftrength 
They meafure ail, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excells ; 
Nor other flrife with them do I voutfafe. 
8o fpake the 8ori, and into terrour chang'd 
His count'nance too fevere to be beheld 
And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies. 
iAt once the Four fpred outthir 8tarrie wings 
With dreadful fhade contiguous, and the Orbes 
Of his tierce Chariot rowld, as with the round 
Of torrent Floods, or ofa numerous Hoft. 
i Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie as Night ; under his burning Wheeles 
i The ftedfaft Empyrean flmok throughout, 
iAll but the Throne it felf of God. Full foon 
iAmong them he arriv'd ; in his right hand 
iGrafping ten thoufand Thunders, which he lent 
;Before him, fuch as in thir Soules infix'd 
i Plagues ; they aftonifht ail refiftance loft, 
'Ail courage ; down thir idle weapons drop'd ; 
i O're 8hields and Helmes,and helmed heads he rode 
Of Thrones and mighty 8eraphim proftrate, 
That wifh'd the Mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a Onelter from his ire. 
Nor le£s on eilher ride tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-vifag'd Foure, 
DiRin& 
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Difin& with eyes, and from the living Wheels, 
Diftin& alike with multitude of eyes, 
One Spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and fhot forth pernicious tire 
Among th' accurft, that witherd all thir ftrength, 
And of thir wonted vigour left them draind, 
Exhaufled, fpiritlefs, affti&ed, fall'n. 
Yet hall his ftrength he put hOt forth, but check'd 
His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant 
Not to defroy, but root them out of Heav'n : 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a Heard 
Of Geats or timerous flock togetherthrongd 
Drove them before himThunder-fruck, purfu'd 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 
And Chryftall wall ofHeav'n,which op'ning wide, 
Rowld inward, and a fpacious Gap difflos'd 
Into the waffful Deep ; the monfrous fight 
Strook them with horror backward, but far worfe 
Urg'd them behind;headlong themfelvs they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n, Eternal wrauth 
Burnt after ttem to the bottomlefs pit. 
Hell heard th' unfufferable noire, Hell faw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but [tri& Fate had car too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too far had bound. 
Nine dayes they fell ; confounded Chaos roard, 
And felt tenfiId confufion in thir fall 
Through his wilde Anarchie, fo huge a rout 
Incumberd him with ruin : Hell at laft 
Yawning receavd them whole, and on them clos'd, 
Hell thir fit habitation fraught with tire 
Unquench- 
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Hnquenchable, the houle of woe and paine. 
Disburd'nd Heav'n rejoic'd, and foon repaird 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rowld. 
Sole Vic"tor from th' expulfion of his Foes 
Mefffiah his triumphal Chariot turnd : 
To meet him ail his Saints, who filent food 
Eye witneffes of his Almightie Ac"ts, 
With Jubilie advanc'd ; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching Pal,ne, each order bright, 
,Sung Triumph, and him fung Vic"torious King, 
Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n, 
Worthief to Reign : he celebrated rode 
Friumphant through raid Heav'n, into the Courts 
And Temple of his mightie Father Thron'd 
:On high ; who into Glorie him receav'd, 
Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs. 
Thus mea£uring things in Heav'n by things on 
At thy requef, and that thou maif beware (Earth 
By what is paf, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have elle to human Race bin hid ; 
The di£cord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n 
Among th' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Of tho£e too high afpiring, who rebelld 
With Satan, hee who envies now thy fate, 
Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
Bereavd of happinefs thou maift partake 
His punifhment, Eternal tuilerie ; 
Which would be ail his folace and revenge, 
As a defpite don againf the mof High, 
Thee once to gaine Companion of his woe. 

But 
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But lif'n hOt to his Temptations, warne 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to have heard 
ly terrible Example the reward 
Of difobedience; firm they might have food, 
Yet fell ; remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 

Uhe End of tbe Sixtb Book. 

PARA- 
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LOST. 

BOOK VII. 
Efcend from H eav'n 7)rania, by 
I 1 that naine, 
I [  If rightly thou art call'd, whofe 
I[ 1 1 Voice divine 
 Following, above th' olymDian 

Hill I foare, 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
The meaning, not the l'qame I call : for thou 
Nor of the Mules nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ft, but Heav'nlie borne, 
Before the Hills appeerd, or Fountain flow'd, 
Thou with Eternal wifdom didft converfe, 
Wifdom thy Sifter, and with her didft play 
In prefence ofth' Al,nightie Father, pleas'd 
With thy Celeftial Song. tlp led by thee 
lnto the Heav'n of Heav'ns I have prefum'd, 
I An Earthlie Guel[, and drawn Empyreal Aire, 
Z Th) 
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Thy tempring ; with like fafetie guided down 
Return me to my Native Element : 
Leaft from this flying Steed unrein'd, (as once 
Bellero/)Ioon, though from a lower Clime) 
Difmounted, on th' ¢tleian Field I fall 
Erroneous,there to wander and forlorne. 
Hall yet remaines unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible Diurnal Spheare; 
Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 
More tt I Sing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarce or mute, though fall'n on evil dayes, 
On evil dayes though fall'n, and evil tongues ; 
In darknet, and with dangers compaft rouud, 
And folitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
Vitit'ft my flumbers Nightly, or when Morn 
Purples the Eaft : tiill govern thou my Song, 
Z)rania, and fit audience find, thoughfew. I 
But drive farr oit the barbarous diffonance 
Of Baccbus and his Revellers, the Race 
Of that wilde Rout that tore the Tbracian Bard 
In Rbodope, where Woods and Rocks had Eares 
To rapture, till the lavage clamor dround 
BothHarp and Voice ; nor could the Mule defend 
Her Son. So rail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art Heav'n lie, fhee an empty dreame. 
Say Goddefs, what enfu'd when Rapbael, 
The affable Arch-angel, had forewarn'd 
4dam by dire example to beware 
Apoftafie, by what befell in Heaven 
To thofe Apoftates, leaft the like befall 
In Paradife to 4dam or his Race, 
Charg,,,d not to touch the interdi6ted Tree, If 
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Ifthey tranfgrefs, and flight that foie command, 
So eafily obeyd amid the choice 
Of all taRs elle to- pleafe thir appetite, 
Though wandring. He with his conforted Eve 
The lorie heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration, and deep Mule to heare 
Ofthings fo high and ftrange,things to thir thought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heav'n, 
And Warr fo neer the Peace of God in blifs 
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon 
Driv'nbackredounded as a flood on thofe 
From whom it fprung,impoffible to mix , 
With Bleffednefs. Whence ddam foon repeal d 
The doubts that in his heart arofe ". and now 
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 
What neerer might concern him, how this World 
Of Heav'n and Earth confpicuous firft began, 
When, and whereof created, for what caufe, 
What within Eden or without was done 
Before his memorie, as one whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay'd lill eyes the current lreame, 
Whofe liquid murmur heard new thirf excites, 
Proceeded thusto afk his Heav'nly GuefL 
Great things, and full of wonder in oureares, 
Farr differing from this World, thou hal reveal'd 
Divine Interpreter, by favour lent 
Down fromtheEmpyrean to forewarne 
ris timely ofwhat might elle have bin our lot, 
tlnknown,which human knowledgcould notreach: 
For which tothe infinitly Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his adrnonilhment 
Receave with folemne purpofe to obferve 
Z  Immu- 
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Inamutably his fovran will, the end 
Of what we are. But rince thou hatt voutfaf:t 
Gently for our inttru&ion to impart 
Things above Earthly thought,which yet concernd 
Out knowing, as to highett wifdom feemd, 
Deign to defcend now lower, and relate 
What may no lefs perhaps availe us known, 
How firtt began this Heav'n which wê behold 
DilUant fo high, with moving.Fires adornd 
Innumerable, and this which yeelds or fills 
AI1 fpace, the ambient Aire wide interfus'd 
Imbracing round this florid Earth, what caufe 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy Rett 
Through ail Eternitie fo late to build 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how foon 
Abfolv'd, ifuaforbid thou maitt unfould 
What wee, not to explore the fecrets atke 
Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 
To magnifie his works, the more we know. 
And the great Light ofDay yet wantsto run 
Muchof his Race though feep, fufpenf in Heav'n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he heares, 
And longer will delay to heare thee tell 
His Generation, and the rifing Birth 
Of Nature from the unapparentDeep : 
Or if the Starr of Eevning and the Moon 
Hafe to thy audience, Night with her will bring 
Silence, and Sleep littning to thee will watch, 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy Song 
End, and difmifs thee ere the Morning fhine. 
Thus 4dam his illuttrous Guett befought -. 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwerd milde. 
This 
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This alfo thy requeft with caution askt 
Obtain : though to recount _Almightie works 
What " ords or tonoue of Seraph can fuffice, 
Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canft attain, which beft may ferre 

To glorifie the Maker, and inferr 
Thee alfo happier, flnall not be withheld 
Thy hearing, fuch Commiflion from above 
I have receav'd, to anfwer thy defire 
Ofknowledge within bounds ; beyond abitain 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd, which th' invitible King, 
Onely Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in Night, 
To none co.n.nunicable in Earth or Heaven: 
Anough is left befides to fearch and know. 
But Kîowledge is as tood, and needs no lefs 
Her Temperance over Appetite, to know 
In meafure what the mind may well contain, 
Oppreffes elfe with Surfet, and foon turns 
Wildom to Folly, as Nouriflament to Winde, 
Know then, that after Lucffer from Heav'n 
(So call him, brighter once amidft the Hoft 
Of A ngels, then that S tarr the S tarrs among) 
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep 
lnto his place, and the great Son returnd 
Vi6torious with his Saints, th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his Throne beheld 
Thir multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 
At leaft our envious Foe bath fail'd,who thought 
All like himfelfrebellious, by whofe aid 
This inacceffible high Ctrength, the feat 
Of Deitie fupream, us difpoffeft, 
He 
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He trutted to have feis'd, and into fraud 
Drew many,whom thir place knows he,'e no more; 
Yet fart the greater part have kept, I fee, 
Thir ttation, Heav'n yet populous retaines 
Number fuflïcient to poffefs her Realmes 
Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 
With Minitteries due and folemn Rites : 
But leatt his heart exalt him in the harme 
Already donc, to bave difpeopl'd Heav'n, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repaire 
That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 
Self-loti, and in a moment will create 
Another World, out of one man a Race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
i Not here, till by degrees of lnerit rais'd 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
tlp hither, under long obedience tri'd, 
And Earth be chang'd to Heavn,&Heav'n to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and Union witholt end. 
Mean while inhabit laxe, ye Powers of Heav'n, 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, fpeak thou, and be it don : 
My overfhadowing Spirit and might with thee 
I rend along, ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointedbounds be Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe I am w ho fill 
lnfinitude, nor vacuous the fpace. 
Though I uncircumfcrib'd my felf'retire, 
I And put not f'orth my goodnet, which is free 
To ac'-t or not, Neceffitie and Chance 
i Approach not mec, and what I will is F a te. 
8o £pake th' Almightie, and towhat he fpake 
'His 



His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effe6t. 
Immediate are the A6ts ofGod,more fwift 
Then time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without 13rocefs offpeech be told, 
So told as earthly notion can receave. 
Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav'n 
When fuch was heard declar'd theAlmightie's will; 
Glorie they fung to the moflt High, good will 
To future men, and in thir dwellings peace : 
Glorie to him whofe ju9t avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight 
And th' habitations of the ju9t ; to him 
Glorie and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create, in 9tead 
OfSpirits maligne a better Race to bring 
Into thir vacant room, and thence diffufe 
His good to Worlds and Ages infinite. 
So rang the Hierarchies: Mean while the Son 
On his great Expedition now appeer'd, 
Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown'd 
Of Maje9tie Divine, Sapience and Love 
Immenfe, and ail his Father in him fhon. 
About his Chariot numberlefs were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing'd, 
From the Armoury ofGod, where 9tand ofold 
Myriads between two brazen Mountainslodg'd 
Again9t a folemn day, harne9t at hand, 
Celetlial Equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit livd, 
Attendant on thirLord : Heav'n op'nd wide 
Her ever during Gates, Harmonious found 
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On golden Hinges moving, to let forth 
.The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to crëate new Worlds. 
On heav'nlyground they ttood,and from the fhore 
l'hey view'd the rait immeafurable Abyfs 
Outrageous as a Sea, dark, wafeful,wilde, 
Hp from the bottom turn'd by furious windes 
And furging waves, as Mountains to afltult 
Heav'ns highth, and with the Center mix the Pole. 
Silence,ye troubl'd waves,and thou Deep, peace, 
Said then th' Omnific Word, your difcord end : 
Nor taid, but on the Wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in Paternal Glorie rode 
Farr into Caos, and the World unborn ; 
For Caos heard his voice : him ail his Traine 
Follow'd in bright proceflionto behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then faid the fervid Wheeles, and in his hand 
He took the golden Compaffes, prepar'd 
I In Gods Eternal fore, to circu,nfcribe 
I This tlniverfe, and ail created things : 
One foot hecenter'd, and the other turn'd 
Round through the vaf profunditie obfcure, 
And laid, thus farr extend, thus farr thy bounds, 
This be thy juf Circumference, O World. 
Thus (.3od the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void : Darknefs profound 
Cover'd th' Abyfs : but on the watrie cahne 
His brooding wings the Spirit ofGod outfpred, 
And vital vertue infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid Mars, but downward purg'd 
OEhe black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
Adverfe 
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Adverfe to lire : then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place 
Difparted, and between fpun out the Air, 
And Earth felf-ballanc't on her Center hung. 
Let ther be Light, laid God, and forthwith Light 
Ethereal, firft ofthings, quinteffence pure 
Sprung from the Deep, and from her Native Eaft 
Fo journie through the airie gloom began, 
8phear'd in a radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun 
Was not; fhee in a cloudie Tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God faw the Light xvas good; 
And light from darknefs by the Hemifphere 
Divided : Light the Day, and Darknefs ]Night 
He nam'd. Thus was the firft Day Eev'n and Morn: 
Nor par uncelebrated, nor unfimg 
By the CelePdal Qires, when Orient Light 
Exhaling firPc from Darknefs they beheld ; 
Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth ; withjoy and flmut 
The hollow Univerfal Orb they fill'd, 
And touch't thir Golden Harps, & hymning prais'd 
God and his works, Creatour him they fung, 
Both when firft Eevning was, and whenfirft Morn. 
Again, God laid, let ther be Firmament 
Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters : and God made 
The Firmament, expanfe ofliquid, pure, 
Tranfparent, Elemental Air, diffus'd 
In circuit to the uttel'mot convex 
Ofthis great Round : partition firm and lute, 
The Waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing : for as Earth, fo hee the World 
Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 
A a Crytal- 
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CryRallin Ocean, and the loud mifrule 
Of chaos farr remov'd, leaf tierce extreames 
Contiguous might diftemper the whole ffame .- 
And Heav'n he nam'd the Firmament : So Eev'n 
And Morning Ckorus fung the fecond Day. 
The Earth was form'd, but in the Womb as yet 
Of Waters, Embryon immature involv'd, 
Appeer'd hOt : over ail the face of Earth 
Main Ocean flow'd, hOt idle, but with warme 
Prolific humour foft'ning ail ber Globe, 
Fermented the great Mother to conceave, 
Satiate with genial moiftore, when God faid 
Be gather'd now ye Waters under Heav'n 
Into one place, and let dry Land appeer. 
Immediately the Mountains huge appeer 
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave 
lnto the Clou&, thir tops afcend the Skie : 
8o high as heav'd the tumid Hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of Waters : thither they 
Hafted with glad precipitance, uprowld 
As drops on duft conglobing from the drie ; 
Part rire in cryftal Wall, or ridge direc"t, 
For halte; fuch flight the great command imprefs'd 
On the fwift flou& : as Armies at the call 
Of Trumpet (for ofArmies thou haft heard) 
Troop to thir Standard, fo the watrie throng, " 
Wave rowling after Wave, where way they round, 
Iffteep, with torrent rapture, ifthrough Plaine, 
Soft-ebbing ; nor withltood them Rock or Hill, 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With Serpent errour wandring, round thir way, 
And 
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And on the w thie ()oie deep Channels wore ; 
Eafie, e're God had bid the ground be drie, 
Ail but within thofe banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw thir humid traine. 
l'he dr), Land, Earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas : 
And faw that it was good, and laid, Let th' Earth 
Put forth the verdant Grafs, Herb yeilding 8eed, 
And Fruit Tree yeilding Fruit afier her kind ; 
Whofe Seed is in her felf upon the Earth. 
He fcarce had laid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Defertandbare, unfightly, unadorn'd, 
Brought forth the tender Grafs, whofe verdure clad 
Her tlniverfal Face with pleafant green, 
Then Herbs of every leaf, that fudden flour'd 
Op'ning thir various colours, and made gay 
Her bofom fielling fweet: and thefe fcarce blown, 
Forth flourifh t thick the cluftring Vine,forth crept 
The fmelling Gourd, up ood the cornie Reed 
Embattell'd in her field : add the humble Shrub, 
And Bufh with frizl'd hair implicit : lait 
Rofe as in Dance the ftately Trees, and fpred 
Thir branches hung with copious Fruit;or gemm'd 
Thir Bloffoms: with high Woods the Hills were 
With tufts the vallies&eachfountain ride, (crownd, 
With borders long th, e Rivers. That Earth now 
Seemd like to Heav n, a feat where Gods might 
Or wander with delight,and love to haunt (dwell, 
Her facred fhades : though God had yet hOt rain'd 
I tlpon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the Earth a dewie Miit 
Went up and waterd ail the ground, and each 
A a 2 Plant 
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Plant of the field, which e're it was in the Earth 
God ruade, and every Herb, before it grew 
On the green ftenarn ; God faw that it was good : 
So Eev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 
Again th'Almightie fpake ". Let there be Lights 
High in th' expanfe ofHeaven to divide 
The Day from Night ; and let them be for Signes, 
For Seafons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 
'And let thern be for Lights as I ordaine 
l'hir Office in the Firmament of Heav'n 
To give Light on the Earth ; and it was fo. 
And God ruade two great Lights, great for thir ufe 
To Man, the greater to have rule by Day, 
The lefs by Night alterne : and ruade the Starrs, 
And fer them in the Firmament of Heav'n 
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the Day 
In thir viciffitude, and fuie the Night, 
And Light from Darknefs to divide. God faw, 
Surveying his great Work, that it was good : 
For of Celeftial Bodies firtt the Sun 
A mightie 8pheare he frarn'd, unlightfom firtt, 
Though ofÈthereal Mould: then form'd the Moon 
Globofe, and everie magnitude of Starrs, 
And fm,«d with Starrs the Heav'n thick as a field : 
OfLight by fart the greater part he took, 
.Tranfplanted from her cloudie Shrine, and plac'd 
In the Suns Orb, ruade porous to receive 
And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 
Her gather'd beams,great Palace now of Light. 
Hither as to thir Fountain other Starrs 
Repairing, in thir gold'n Urns draw Light, 
And hence the Morning Planet guilds his horns ; 
By 
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By tin&ure or refle&ion they augment 
Thir fmall peculiar, though from human fight 
.So farr remote, with diminution feen. 
Firtt in his Eatt the glorious Lamp was feen, 
Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round 
Invetted with bright Rayes, jocond to run 
His Longitude tlrough Heav'ns high rode:the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding fweet influence: lefs bright the Moon, 
But oppofite in leveld Weft was let 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light 
From him, for other light flae needed none 
In that alpe&, and ffill that diftance keepes 
Till night, then in the Eaft her turn flae flaines, 
Revolvd on Heav'nsgreat Axle, and her Reign 
With thoufand leffer Lights dividual holds, 
With thoufand thoufand Starres,that then appeer'd 
Spangling the Hemifphere : then firft adornd 
With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Rofe, 
Glad Eevning & glad Morn crownd the fourth day. 
And God laid, let the Waters generate 
Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule : 
And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings 
Difplayd on the op'n Firmament of Heav'n. 
And God created the great Whales,and each 
Soul living, eachthat crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by thir kindes, 
And every Bird of wing afterhis kinde; 
'And faw that it was good, and blefs'd them, faying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas 
And Lakes and runningStreams the waters fill ; 
And let the Fowle be multiply'd on the Earth. 
Forth- 
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Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek & Bay 
With Frie innumerable fwarme, and Shoales 
Of Fifla that with thir Finns and flaining Scales 
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculles that oft 
Bank the mid Sea : part fingle or with mate 
Graze the Sea weed thir pafure,& through Groves 
OfCoral fray, or fporting with quick glance 
Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats dropt with Gold, 
Or in thir Pearlie flaells at ea£e, attend 
Moif nutriment, or under Rocks thir food 
In jointed Armour watch : on fmooth the Seale, 
And bended Dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
'Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 
Tempeft the Ocean: there Leviathan 
Hugeft of living Creatures, on the Deep 
Stretcht like a Promontorie fleeps or fwimmes, 
And feems a moving Land, and at his Gilles 
Draws in, and at his Trunck £pouts out a Sea. 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and fhoares 
Thir Brood as numerous hatch, from the Egg that 
Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd (foon 
Thir callow young, but featherd foon and fledge 
They fumm'd thirPenns,and foaring th' air fublime 
With clang defpis'd the ground,under a cloud 
In profpe6t ; there the Eagle and the Stork 
On Cliffs and Cedar tops thir Eyries build : 
Part loofly wing the Region, part more wife 
In common, rang'd in figure wedge thir way, 
Intelligent of feafons, and let forth 
Thir Aierie Caravan high over Sea's 
Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 
Eafing thir flight; fo ftears the prudent Crane 

Her 
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Her annual Voiage, born on Windes ; the Aire 
Floats,as they pafs,fann'd withunnumber'd plumes: 
From Branch to Branch the fmaller Birds with long 
Solac'd the Woods, and fpred thir painted wings 
Till Er'n, nor then the folemn Nightingal 
Ceas'd warbling, but ail night tun'd her fort layes: 
Others on 8ilver Lakes and Rivers Bath'd 
Thir downie BrePt ; the Swan with Arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, Rowes 
Her Rate with Oarie feet : yet oft they quit 
The Dank, and rifing on Ptiff Pennons, towre 
The mid Aereal Skie : Others on ground 
Walk'd firm;the crePted Cock whofe clarion rounds 
The filent hours, and th' other whofe gay -Fraine 
Adorns him, colour'd with the Florid hue 
Of Rainbows and Starrie Eyes. The Waters thus 
With Fith repleniflat, and t he Aire with Fowle, 
Ev'ning and Morn folemniz'd the Fift day. 
The Sixt, and of Creation laPt arofe 
With Eevning Harps and Mattin, when God laid, 
Let th' Earth bring forth Fowle living in her kinde 
Cattel and Creeping things, and BeaPt of the Earth, 
Each in their kinde. The Earth obey'd, and Ptrait 
Op'ning her fertil Woomb teem'd at a Birth 
lnnumerouslivingCreatures, perfet formes, 
Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground tp rofe 
As from his Laire the wilde BeaPt where he wonns 
In ForrePt wilde, in Thicket, Brake, or Den ; 
Among the Trees in Pairs they rofe, they walk'd : 
The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green : 
Thofe rare and folitarie, thefe in flocks 
PaPturing at once, and in broad Herds upfprung. 
The 
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The graffie Clods now Calv'd, now hall appeer'd 
TheTawnie Lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from Bon&, 
And Rampant fhakes his Brinded lnain; the Ounce, 
The Libbard, and the Tyger, as the Moale 
Rifing, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw 
In Hillocks ; the fwift Stag fromunder ground 
Bore up his branching head : fcarfe from his mould 
Belaemot/a biggeft born of Earth upheav'd 
His vaftnefs : Fleec't the Flocks and bleating rofe, 
As P!ants : ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River Horfe and fcalie Crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 
Infec't or Wor,ne ; thofe wav'd thir limber fans 
For wings, and fmallett Lineaments exac't 
In all the Liveries de& of Summers pride 
With fpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green : 
Thefe as a line thir long dimenfion drew, 
Streaking the ground with finuous trace ; not ail 
Minims of Nature ; fome of Serpent kinde 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd 
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firftcrept 
The Parfimonious Emmet, provident 
Of future, in fmall room large heart enclos'd, 
Pattern of jutt equalitie perhaps 
Hereafter, join'd in ber popular Tribes 
Of Cornmonaltie : fwarming next appeer'd 
The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
Delicioufly,.and builds her waxen Cells 
With Honey ttor'd : the rett are numberlefs, 
And thou thir Natures know'tt, and gav'tt them 
Needleft to thee repeaed; nor unknown (Names, 
The 
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The Serpent futtl'tt Beatt of all the field, 
Of huge extent fomtimes, with brazen Eyes 
And hairie Main terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 
Now Heav'n in all her Glorie fhon, and rowld 
Her motions, as the great firtt-Movers hand 
Firttwheeld thir courfe ; Earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovly fmil'd ; Aire, Water, Earth, 
By Fowl,Fifh,Beatt, was flown,was fwum,was walkt 
Frequent ; and of t he Sixt day yet remain'd ; 
There wanted yet the Matter work, the end 
Of ail yet don ; a Creature who not prone 
And Brute as other Creatures, but endu'd 
With San&itie of Reafon,might ere& 
His Stature, and upright with Front ferene 
Govern the rett, felf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous to correfpond with Heav'n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence hi good 
Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 
Dire&ed in Devotion, to adore 
And worfhip God Supream, who made him chief 
Ofall his works : therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Fatler ç For where is not hee 
Prefent) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 
Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule 
Over the Fifh and Fowle o,f Sea and Aire, 
Beatt ofthe Field, and over ail the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This laid, he forn d thee, 4dam, thee O Man 
Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breath'd 
The breath of Lire ; in his own Image hee 
B b Creatcd, 
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Created thee, in the Image of God 
Exprefs, and thou becam'ft a living Soul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 
Femal for Race ; then blefs'd Mankinde, and laid, 
Be fruitful, multiplie, and fill the Earth, 
Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold 
Over Fifh of the Sea, and Fowle of the Aire, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
\¥herever thus created, for no place 
Is yet diffinc"t by naine, thence, as thou know'ft 
He brought thee into this delicious Grove, 
This Garden, planted with the Trees of God, 
Delec"table both to behold and tarte ; 
And freely all thir pleafant fruit for food 
Gave thee,all forts are here that all th'Earth yeelds, 
Varietie without end ; but of the Tree 
Which tafed works knowledge of Good and Evil 
Thou mai'ft hOt ; in the day thou eat't, thou di't 
Death is the penaltie impos'd, beware, 
And govern well thy appetite, leaft fin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finifh'd hee, and all that he had ruade 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good; 
So Ev'n and Morn accomplifla'd the Sixt day: 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though unwearied, up returnd 
tIp to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created World 
Th' addition of his Empire, how it flaew'd 
In profpec"t from his Throne, how good, how faire 
Anfwering his great Idea. I.Ip he rode 
Followd with acclamation and the round 
Sympho. 
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Symphonious of ten thoufand Harpes that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the Ear,th, the Aire 
'Refounded, (thou remember ff, for thou heardft) 
The Heav'ns and ail the Confte!lations rung, 
The Planets in thir ftations lift ning ftood, 
While the bright Pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlafting Gates, they fung, 
Open, ye Heav'ns, your living dores; let in 
The great Creator from his work returnd 
Magnificent, his Six days work, a World ; 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deigne 
To vifit oft the dwellings ofjuft Men 
Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will rend his winged Meffengers 
On errands of fupernal Grace. Sofung 
The glorious Train afcending: He through Heav'n, 
That open'd wide her blazing Portais, led 
To Gods Eternal houle dire& the way, 
Abroad and ample rode, whofe duft is Gold 
And pavement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appeer, 
Seen in the Galaxie, that Milkie way 
Which nightly as a circling Zone thou feeft 
Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Sea- 
Eev'ning arofein tden, for the Sun (venth 
Was let, and twilight from the Eaft came on, 
Forerunning Night ; when at the holy mount 
OfHeav'ns high-feated top, th' Impereal Throne 
Of Godhead , fixt for ever firm and fure, 
The Filial Power arriv'd, and rate him down 
, With his great Father (for he alfo went 
Invifible, yet ftaid (fuch priviledge 
Hath Omniprefence) and the work oral:tin'd, 
B b z Author 
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Author and end of ail things, and from work 
Now refting, blefs'd and hallowd the Seav'nth day, 
As refting on that day from all his work, 
But hOt in filence holy kept ; the Harp 
Had work and refted hOt, the folemn Pipe, 
And Dulcimer, all Organs offweet ftop, 
Ail rounds on Fret by String or Golden Wire 
Temper'd fott Tunings, intermixt with Voice 
Choral or Unifon : of incenfe Clou& 
Fuming from Golden Cenfers hid the Mount. 
Cretion and the Six dayes ac'-ts they fung, 
Great are thy works, ".ïebovab, infinite 
Thy power ; what thought can meafure thee or 
Relate thee; greater now in thy return (tongue 
Then from the Giant Angels ; thee that day 
Thy Thunders magnifi'd ; but to create 
Is greater then created to deftroy. 
W ho can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy Empire ? ealily the proud attempt 
Of Spirits apoftat and thir Counfels vaine 
Thou haft repe!d, while impioufly theythought 
Thee to diminifh, and from thee wîthdraw 
The number of thy worfhippers. Whofeekes 
To leffen thee, againft his purpofe ferres 
To manifeft the more thy might : his evil 
Thou ufeft, and ri'oto thence creat'ft more good. 
Witnet this new-ruade World, another Heav'n 
From Heaven Gate hOt farr, founded in view 
On the cleer Hyaline, the Glaffie Sea; 
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with Starr's 
Numerous, and every Starr perhaps a World 
Of deftind habitation; but thou know'ft 
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l'hir feafons : among thefe the feat of men, 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus'd, 
Thir pleafant dwelling place. Thrice happie men, 
And fons ofmen, whom God hath thus advanc't, 
Created in his Image, there to dwell 
And worfhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his Works, on Earth, inSea, or Air, 
And multiply a Race of Worfhippers 
Holy andjutt : thrice happie ifthey know 
Thir happinefs, and perfevere upright. 
So fung they, and the Empyrean rung, 
With Hallelt'dalas : Thus was Sabbath kept. 
. And thy requett think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 
How firtt this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memorie was don 
From the beginning, that potteritie 
Informdby thee might know ; if elle thou feekft 
Aught, not furpaffing human meature, fay. 
To whom thus ddam gratefully repli'd. 
What thanks fuflîcient, or what recompence 
Equal have I to render thee, Divine 
Hyftorian, who thus largely haft allayd 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and voutfaf't 
This friendly condefcention to relate 
Things elle by me unfearchable, now heard 
VVith wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 
With glorie attributed to the high 
Creator ; fome thing yet of doubt remaines, 
VVhich onely thy folution can refolve. 
VVhen I behold this goodly Frame, this VVorld 
Of Heav'n and Earth confifting, and compute, 
Thir magnitudes, this Earth a fpot, a graine, 
An 
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An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd 
And ail her numberd Starrs, that feem to rowle 
Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch 
Thir dittance argues and thir fwift return 
Diurnal) meerly to oflîciate light 
Round this opacous Earth, this punc2ual fpot, 
One day and night ; in ail thir vatt furvey 
Llfelefs befides, reafoning 1 oft admire, 
How Nature wife and frugal could commit 
Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand 
So many nobler Bodies to create, 
Greater fo manifold to this one ufe, 
For aught appeers, and on thir Orbs impofe 
Such rettlefs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the fedentarie Earth, 
That better might with farr lefs compafs more, 
Serv'd by more noble then her felf, attaines 
Her end without leaft motion, and receaves, 
As Tributefuch a fumlefs journey brought 
Ofincorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs Number failes. 
So fpake ourSire, andby his count'nance feemd 
Entring on ttudious thoughts abttrufe, which Eve 
Perceaving where flae fat retir'd in fight, 
With lowlinefs Majettic from her feat, 
And Grace that won who faw to wiflaher ttay, 
Rofe,and went forth among her Fruits and Flours, 
To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 
Her Nurferie ; they at her coming fprung 
And toucht by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 
Yet went flae not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her eare 

Of 
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Ofwhat was high : fuch pleafure fhe referv'd, 
4data relating, fhe fole Auditrefs ; 
Her Husband the Relater fhe preferr'd 
gefore the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chofe rather ; hee, fhe knew would intermix 
Grateful digreffions, and folve high difpute 
With conj ugal CareflC, from his Lip 
Not Words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn'd? 
With Goddefs-like demeanour forth fhe went ; 
Not unattended, for on her as O, peen 
A pomp ofwinning Graces waited ftill, 
And from about her fhot Darts of defire 
[nto all Eyes to wifh her ftill in fight. 
And la;pbad now to .,4dam's doubt propos'd 
Benevolent and facil thus repli'd. 
To ask or fearch I blarne thee not, for Heav'n 
ls as the Book of God before thee let, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne 
His Seafons, Hours, or Days, or Months, orYeares : 
This to attain, whetherHeav'n move or Earth, 
Imports not, ifthou reck'n right, the rePt 
From Man or Angel the great Architec"t 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or if they lift to try 
Conj.ec'-ture, he his Fabric of the Heav'ns 
Hath left to thir difputes, perhaps to more 
i His laughter at thir quaint Opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they corne to model Heav'n 
And calculate the Starrs, how they will weild 
The mightie frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To 
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i To lave appeerances, how gird the Sphear 
With Centric and Eccentric fcribl'd o're, 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb : 
Alreadie by thy reafoning this I guefs, 
Who art to lead thy ofspring, and fuppofef 
That Bodies bright and greater flaould not ferve 
The lefs not bright, nor Heav'n fuchjournies run, 
Earth fitting fill, when flae alone recevaes 
The benefit : confider firff, that Great 
Or Bright inferrs not Excellence : the Earth 
Though, in comparifon of Heav'n, fo fmall, 
Nor glifering, may of folid good containe 
More plenty then the Sun that barren flaines, 
Whofe verrue on it felf workes no effec, 
But in the fruitful Earth ; there firf receavd 
His beams, unacive elle, thir vigor find. 
Yet not to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earths habitant. 
"And for the Heav'ns wide Circuit, let it fpeak 
The Makers high magnificence, who built 
So fpacious, and his Line fretcht out fo fart ; 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An Edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg'd in a fmall partition, and the ref 
Ordain'd for ufes to his Lord bef known. 
The fwiftnefs ofthofe Circles attribute, 
Though numberlefs, to his Omnipotence, 
That to corporeal fubfances could adde 
Speed almottSpiritual ; mee thou thinkf not flow, 
Who rince the Morning hour let out from ,Heav'n 
Where God refides, and ere mid-day arriv d 
In Eden, diftance inexpreflible 
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By Numbers that have name. But this I urge, 
Admitting Motion in the Heav'ns, to flaew 
Invalid t hat which thee to doubt it mov'd ; 
Not that I fo al-firm, though fo it feem 
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth. 
God to remove his wayes from human fenfe, 
Plac'd Heav'n from Èarth fo farr,that earthly fight, 
Ifit prefume, might erre in things too high, 
And no advantage gaine. What if the Sun 
Be Center to the World, and other Starrs 
By lais attra&ive vertue and thir own 
Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 
l%ir wandring courfe now high,now low,then hid, 
Progreffive, retrograde, or ftanding ftiIl, 
In fix tho.u feeft, and what iffev'nth to thefe 
-Fhe Planet Èarth, fo ftedfaft though fhe feem, 
Infenfibly three different Motions move? 
'Which elle to feveral Sphears thou mut afcribe, 
'Mov'd contrarie with thwart obliquities, 
Or lave the Sun his labour, and that fwift 
No&urnal and Diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 
Invifible elle above all Starrs, the Wheele 
Of Day and Night ; which needs hot thy beleefe, 
IfEarth induftrious of her felf fetch Day 
Travelling Eaft, and with her part averfe 
Fromthe Sunsbeam meet Night, herother part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 
Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous aire, 
To the terreçtrial Moon be as a Starr 
Enlightning her by Day, as the by Night 
This Earth ? reciprocal, if Land be there, 
Feilds and Inhabitants : Her fpots thou feeft 
C c A 
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As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce 
Fruits in her foft'nd Soile, for fome to eate 
Allotted there; and other Suns perhaps 
With thir attendant Moons thou wilt defcrie 
62ommunicating Maie and Femal Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate t he World, 
Stor'd in each Orb perhaps with fome that lire. 
For fuch var room in Nature unpoffeR 
By living Soule, defert and defolate, 
Onely to flaine, yet fcarce to contribute 
Each Orb a glimps of Light,conveyd fo farr 
Down tothis habitable, which returnes 
Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 
But whether thus thefe things, 3r whether not, 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heav'n 
Rire on the Earth, or Earth rire on the Sun, 
Hee from the EaR his flaming rode begin, 
Or Shee from WeR her filent courre advance 
. With inoffenfive pace that fpinning fleeps 
On her fort Axle, while fhe paces Eev'n, 
And bears thee fort with the fmooth Air along, 
i Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, 
Leave them to God above, him ferve and feare; 
Of other Creatures, as him pleafes beR, 
Wherever plac't, let him difpofe : joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy faire Eve; Heav'n is for thee too high 
To know what palTes there ; be lowlie wife : 
Think onely what concernes thee and thy being ; 
 Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 
Lire, in what Rate, condition or degree, 
Contented that thus farr hath been reveal'd 
Not 
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Not ofEarth onelybut of higheft Heav'n. 
To whom thus .,4data cleerd ofdoubt, repli'd. 
How fully haft thou fatisfi'd mee, pure 
Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ferene, 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live, 
The eafieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of Lire, from which 
God hath bid dwell farr off ail anxious cares, 
And not moleft us, unlefs we our felves 
Seekthem with wandring thoughts, and notions 
But apt the Mind or Fancie is to roave {vaine. 
tlncheckt, and ofher roaving is no end ; 
Till warn'd,or by experience taught, fhe learne, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, obfcure and futtle, but to know 
That which before u$ lies in daily lire, 
Is the prime Wifdom, what is more, is fume, 
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence, 
And renders us in things that mort concerne 
tlnpra&is'd, unprepar'd, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Hfeful, whence haply mention may arife 
Offomthing not unfeafonable to ask 
By fufferance, and thy wonted tavour deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was don 
Ere my remembrance : now hear mee relate 
My Storie, which perhaps thou hall hOt heard ; 
And Day is yet not fpent ; till thenthou feeft 
How futtly to detzine thee I devife, 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 
Fond, were it not in hope ofthy reply : 
C c 2 For 
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Forw, hile I fit with thee, I feem in Heav'n, 
And t\,«eeter thy difcourfe is to my eare 
Then Fruitsof Palm-tree pleafanteit to thirft 
And hunger both, from labour, at the houre 
Offweet repaR ; they faliate, and foon fill, (vine 
Though pleat:ant, but thy words with Grace Di- 
Imbu'd, bring to thir l\veetnefs no fatietie. 
T o hom t hus Ratbaelanfwer'd heav'nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ung.,aceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent; for God on thee 
Abundantly his girls bath alfo pour'd 
Inward and outward both, his image faire : 
Speaking or mute ail comlinefs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each notion formes. 
Nor lefs think wee in Heav'n ofthee on Earth 
Then ofour fcllow fervant, and inquire 
Gladly into the wayes of God with Man : 
For God we tèe hath honour'd thee, and let 
On Man his equal Love : far therefore on ; 
For I that Day was abfent, s befell, 
ftound on a voyage uncoath and obfcure, 
Farr on excurfion toward the Gates ofHell ; 
Squar'd in full Legion (t'uch command we had) 
To fee that none thence itti'd forth a tÇie, 
Or enenie, while God was in his work, 
Leatt hee incenft at t'uch eruption bold, 
DeRruc"tion with Creation might bave mixt. 
Not that they durft without his leave attempt, 
But us he rends upon his high bel'..eits 
For itate, as Sovran King, and to enure 
Out prompt obedience. Fait we found, fati thut 
The difmal Gates, and barricado'd itrong ; 
But 



But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noire, other then the found of Dance or Song, 
Torment, and lowd lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we return'd up to the coafts of Light 
Ere Sabbath Eev'ning: fo »,ce had in charge. 
But thy relation now; for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thywords no lefs then thouwith mine. 
So fpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 
For Man to tell how human Lire began 
Is hard ; for xvho himfelfbeginning knev ? 
Delire with thee ttill longer to converfe 
Induc'd me. As new wak't ri'oin foundeft fleep 
Soft on the flourie herb I round me laid 
In Bahnie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun 
Soon dri'd, and on the reaking moitture fed. 
Strait toward Heav'n lny wondring Eyes I turnd, 
And gaz'd a while the ample Skie, till rais'd 
By quick inttin&ive motion up I fprung, 
As thitherward endevoring, and upright 
Stood on my feet ; about me ound I 
Hill, Dale, and (hadie Woods, and funnie Plaines, 
And liquid Lapfe ofmurlnuring Streams; by thefe, 
Creatures that livd, and movd, and walk'd,or fiew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fmil'd, 
With £ragrance and withjoy my heart oreflow'd. 
My felf I then perus'd, and Limb by Limb 
urvey'd, and fometimes xYent, and fometimes ran 
With fupple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or rioto what caufe, 
Knew hOt ; to fpeak I tri'd, and forthwith fpake, 
Mv Tongue obey'd and readily could naine 
YV'hat e're I faw. Thou Sun, laid I, faire Light. 
And 

880 

890 

9oo 

9IO 



Book 7" Paradife loft. 

And thou enlight'nd Earth, fo frefh and gay, 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and P1 aines, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 
Not ofmy felf; by fome great Maker then, 
In goodnefs and in power proeeminent ; 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I ana happier then I know. 
While thus I call'd,and ttray'd I knew notwhither, 
From where I firtt drew Aire, and firtt beheld 
This happie Light, when anfwer none return'd, 
On a green flaadie Bank profufe of Flours 
Penfive I rate me down; there gentle fleep 
Firtt round me, and with fort oppreffion teis'd 
My droufed fenfe, untroubl'd, though I thought 
I theD was paffing to my former flate 
Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve : 
When fuddenly ttood at my Head a dream, 
Whofe inward apparition gently mov'd 
My Fancy to believe I yet had being, 
And livd : One came, methought, offlaape Divine, 
And laid, thy Manfion wants thee, ./Idam, rire, 
Firt Man, of Men innumerable ordain'd 
Firtt Father, call'd by thee I come thy Guide 
To the Garden of blifs, thy feat prepar'd. 
8o faying, by the hand he took me rais'd, 
And over Fields and Waters, as in Aire 
Smooth fliding without ttep, latt led me up 
A woodieMountain; whofe high top was plaine, 
A Circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodlieR Trees 
Planted, with Walks, and Bowers, that what I faw 
Of 
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Of Earth before fcarfe pleafant feemd. Each Tree 
Load'n with faireff Fruit, that hung to the Eye 
Tempting, ffirr'd in me £udden appetite 
To pluck and eate ; whereat I wak'd, and round 
Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively fhadowd : Here had new begun 
My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide 
[Ip hither, from among the Trees appeer'd, 
Prefence Divine. Rejoycing, but with aw 
In adoration at his feet I fell 
Submifs:he rear'd me,& Whom thou foughtt I am, 
Said mildely, Author of all this thou feet 
Above, or round about thee or beneath. 
This Paradife I give thee, count it thine 
To Till and keep, and of the Fruit to eate : 
Of every Tree that in the Garden growes 
Eate freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 
But ofthe Tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledg of good and ill, which I have fet 
The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Faith, 
A raid the Garden by the Tree of Life, 
Remember what I warne thee, fhun to taire, 
And fhun the bitter confequence .- for know, 
The day thou eat't thereof, my foie command 
Tranfgret, inevitably thou fhalt dye ; 
From that day mortal, and this happie State 
Shalt loofe, expell'd from hence into a World 
Of woeand forrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 
The rigid interdi&ion, whi.ch refounds 
Yet dreadful in mine eare, though in my choice 
Not to incur ; but foon his cleer alpe& 
Return'd and gratious purpofe thus renew'd. 

Not 

95 ° 

960 

97 c 



Book 7- Paradife/off.. 

Not onely thefe, fairbounds, but ail the Earth 
To thee and to thy Race I give ; as Lords 
PoilCs it, and all things that therein lire, 
Or live in Sea, or Aire, Beat, Fifh, and Fowle. 
In ligne whereofeach Bird and BeaR behold 
98°i AftÇr thirkindes ; I bring them to receave 
I Froln thee t.hi," Names, and pay thee fealtie 
With low fibjecCtion ; undertand the faine 
!Of Fith within thir watry refidence, 
Not hither fiml'nond, tince they cannot change 
ThirElement to draw tiae thinner Aire. 
As thus he fpake, each Bird and Beat behold 
Approaching two and two, Thefe cowring low 
With blandithment, each Bird oop'd on lais wing. 
I nam'd them, as they pat-s'd, and underood 
99 ° ThirNaturc, x:ith fuch knowledgGod endu'd 
. Mv fudden apprehenfion : but in thefe 
1 f)und not what me thought I wanted ftill ; 
And to the Heav'nly vition thus pret-um'd. 
O by what Naine, for thou above allthefe, 
Above mankinde, or aught then mankinde higher, 
SurpattC$ farr liy naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this l_Inivel'fe, 
And all this good to man, for whot'e well being 
So amply, and with hands tb liberal 
ooo Thou hat provided ail things : but with mee 
I fee not who partakes, ln folitude 
What happinefs, who canenjoy alone, 
Or ail enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I prefilmptuous ; and the vition bright, 
As with a finile more bright'nd, thus repli'd. 
What call'f thou £olitude, is not the Earth 
With 
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Repleniflat, and ail thefe at thy command 
To corne and play before thee, know'ft thou not 
Thir language and thir wayes, they alfo know, 
And reafon not contemptibly ; with thefe 
Find pafrime, and beare rule ; thy Realm is large. 
So fpake the Hniverfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with leave offpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation thus repli'd. 
Let not my words off.end thee, Heav,nly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I fpeak. 
Haft thou not ruade me here thy fubftitute, 
And thefe inferiour farr beneath me let ? 
Among unequals what focietie 
Can fort, what harmonie or true dclight ? 
Which mur be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv'n and receiv'd ; but in difparitie 
lhe one intenfe, the other ftill remif 
Cannot well fuite with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike : Of fellowfhip I fpeak 
Such as I feek, fit to participate 
Ail rationa! delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort ; they rejoyce 
Each with thir kinde, Lion with Lionefs; 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin'd ; 
Much lefs can Bird with Beaft, or Fifh with Fowle 
So well converfe, nor with the Ox the Ape ; 
Worf then can Man with Beaft, and leaft of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd, not difpleas'd 
A nice and futtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thy felf propofeft, in the choice 
Of thy Affociates, _4dam, and wilt tare 
D d No 
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[No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitarie. 
,o4o/What thinkft thc, u then of mee, and this myState, 
/Seern I to thee fufficiently poffeft 
! Of happinefs, or not? who ara alone 
I From ail Eternitie, for none I know 
I Second to mee or like, equal much lefs. 
/How have I then with whom to hold converfe 
Save with the Creatures which I ruade, and thofe 
To me inferiour, infinite defcents 
Beneath what other Ceatures are to thee ? 
He ceas'd, | lowly anfwer'd. To attaine 
1050 The highth and dcpth ofthy Eternal wayes 
Ail human thoughts corne fhort, Supream ofthings; 
Thou in thy felf art perler, and in thee 
Is no deficicnce round ; not fo is Man, 
But in degree, the caufe of his defire 
By converfation with his like to help, 
Or folace his defec"ts. No need that thou 
Shou|df propagat, already infinite ; 
And through all numbers abfolute, though One ; 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
o6o His fingle imperfe&ion, and beget 
Like of his like, his Image multipli'd, 
In unitie defe&ive, which requires 
Collateral love, and deeref amitie. 
Thou in thy fecrefie although alone, 
Begt with thy fe|f accompanied, feek'f not 
Social communication, yet fo pleas'd, 
Canft raire thy Creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of Idnion or Communion, deifi'd ; 
I by converfing cannot thefe ere& 
x°7° From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find. 
Thus 
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Thus I embold'nd fpake, and freedom us'd 
Pernliflive, and acceptance round, whichgain'd 
-Fhis anfwer from the gratious voice Divine. 
Thus farr to try thee, .,4data, I was pleas'd, 
And finde thee knowing not of Beafts alone, 
Which thou haft rightly nam'd, but of thy felf, 
Exprefling well the fpirit within thee free, 
My Image, not imparted to the Brute, 
Whofe fellowfhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reafon was thou freely thouldft diflike, 
And be fo minded ftill ; I, ere thou fpak'ft, 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 
And no fuch companie as then thou faw'ft 
Intended thee, for trial onely brought, 
To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring thall pleafe thee, be aflhr'd, 
Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 
Thy wifh, exa&ly to thy hearts defire. 
Hee ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his Heav'nly overpowerd, 
Which it had long ftood under, ftreind to the highth 
In that celeftial Colloquie fublime, 
As with an obje& that excels the fenfe, 
Dazl'd and fpent, funk down, and fought repair 
Offleep, which inftantly fell on me, call'd 
By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but op'n left the Cell 
Of Fancie my interr.al fight, by which 
Abftrac°c as in a tranfe methought I faw, 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the thape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood; 
Who ftooping op'nd my left ride, and took 
D d 2 From 
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From thence a Rib, with cordial fpirits warme, 
And Life-blood ftreaming frefh; wide was th 
But fuddenly with flefla fill'd up & heal'd: (wound, 
The Rib he formd and faflaond with his hands ; 
Llnder his forming bnds a Creature grew, 
Manlike, but different fex, fo lovly faire, 
Fhat what feemd fair in ail the World, feemd now 
Mean, or in ber fummd up, in her containd 
And in ber looks, which from that time infus'd 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 
And into all things from ber Aire infpir'd 
The fpirit of love and arnorous delight. 
She difappeerd, and left me dark, I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her lors, and other pleafures all abjure: 
When out of hope, behold ber, not farr off, 
Such as I faw her in my dream, adornd 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 
To make ber amiable : On fhe came, 
Led by ber Heavnly Maker, though unfeen, 
And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 
Of nuptial Sanc2itie and marriage Rites : 
Grace was in all ber fteps, Heav'n in ber Eye, 
In every gefture dignitie and love. 
I overjoyd could not forbear aloud. 
This turn hath made arnends; thou hatt fulfill'd 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benigne, 
Giver of all things faire, but fairett this 
Of ail thy gifts, nor envieR. I now fee 
Bone of my Bone, Flefh of my Flefh, my Self 
Before me ; Woman is her Naine, of Man 
Extraed ; for this caufe he fhall forgoe 
Father 
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Father and Mother, and to his Wife adhere ; 
And they finall be one Flefin, one Heart, one 8oule. 
She heard me thus, and though divinely brought, 
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeflde, 
Her vertue and the confcience of her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir'd, 
The more defirable, or to fay ail, 
Nature her felf, though pure of tinful thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, fine turn'd ; 
I follow'd her, fine what was Honour knew, 
And with obfequious Majeflde approv'd 
Mypleaded reafon. To the Nuptial Bowre 
I led her blufining like the Morn : ail Heav'n, 
And happie Conttellations on that boute 
Shed thir felec'teflc influence ; the Earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each Hill ; 
Joyous the Birds ; fretin Gales and gentle Aires 
Whifper'd it to the Woods, and from thir wings 
Flung Rofe, flung Odours from the fpicie Shrub, 
Difporting, till the amorous Bird of Night 
8ung Spoufal, and bid haflce the Eevning Starr 
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. 
Thus I have told thee ail my State, and brought 
My Storie to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I en.joy, and mur confefs to find 
In ail things elle delight indeed, but fuch 
As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 
Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 
I mean ofTatte, Sight,Smell,Herbs, Fruits,&Flours, 
Walks, and the melodie of Birds ; but here 
Farr otherwife, tranfported I behold, 
Tranf- 
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Tranfported touch ; here paffion firft I felt, 
Commotion ftrange, in ail enjoyments elle 
Superiour and unmov'd, here onely weake 
Againft the charm of Beauties powerful glance. 
Or Nature faild in mee, and left fome part 
Not proofenough fuch Obje¢'t to fuftain, 
Or from my ride fubdu&ing, took perhaps 
More then enough ; at leaft on her beftow'd 
Too much of Ornament, in outward fhew 
Elaborate, of inward lefs exa&. 
For well I underftand in the prime end 
Of Nature her th' inferiour, in the mind 
And inward Faculties, which mort excell, 
In outward alfo her refembling lefs 
His Image who ruade both, and lefs expreffing 
The chara&er of that Dominion giv'n 
O're other Creatures; yet when I approach 
Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fhe feems 
And in her felf compleat, fo well to know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay, 
Seems wifeft, vertuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft ; 
All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded, Wifdom in difcourfe with her 
Loofes difcount'nanc't, and like folly lhewes ; 
Authoritie and Reafon on her waite, 
As one intended firft, not after ruade 
Occafionally; and to confurnmate all, 
Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs thir feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angelic plac't. 
To whom the Angel with contrac"ted brow. 
Accufe not Nature, fle hath don her part ; 

Do 
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Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of Wifdom, fhe deferts thee not, if thou 
Difmifs not her,when mort thou needff her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 
Lefs excellent, as thou thy felfperceav'ft. 
For what admir'ft thou, what trant'ports thee fo, 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
-Fhy cherifhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Not thy fubjec2ion : weigh with her thy felf; 
-Fhen value : Oft times nothing profits more 
Then felf efteem, grounded on juft and right 
Well manag'd; ofthat skill the more thou know'ft, 
The more the will acknowledge thee ber Head, 
And to realities yeild al her fhows ; 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou rnaift love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen leaft wife. 
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated leem fuch dear delight 
Beyond ail other, think the faine voutfaf't 
"Fo Cattel and each Beaft ; which would not be 
To them ruade common & divulg'd, ifaught 
çherein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 
The Soule of Man, or paftion in him move. 
What higher in her focietie thou findR 
Attrac2ive, human, rational, love ftill ; 
In loving thou dort well, in pat'tion not, 
Wherein true Love confitls not ; love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, bath his feat 
In Reafon, and is judicious, is the fcale 
By which to heav'nly Love thou maift afcend, 
Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 
Among 
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Among the Beafts no Mate for thee was round. 
To whom thus half abafh't -,¢dam repli'd. 
Neither her out-ride formd fo fair, nor aught 
i In procreation common to ail kindes 
(Though higher of the genial Bed by far, 
And with myterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful ats, 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From ail her words and ac'-tions, mixt with Love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Hnion of Mind, or in us both one Soule ; 
Harmonie to behold in wedded pair 
More grateful then harmonious round to the eare. 
Yet thefe fubje6t hot; I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, hot therefore foild, 
Who meet with various objec"ts, from the fenfe 
Varioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free 
Approve the beft, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blam'ft me not, for love thou faift 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide ; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I atk ; 
Love not the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Exprefs they, by looks onely, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 
To whom the Angel with a finile that glow'd 
Celeftial rofie red, Loves proper hue, 
Anfwer'd. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft 
Ils happie, and without Love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'ft 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
lneminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joynt, or limb, exclufive barrs : 
Eafier, 
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Eafier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, Hnion of Pure with Pure 
Defiring; nor reftrain'd conveyance need 
as Flefh to mix with Flefla, or Soul with Soul. 
But I can no,- no more ; the parting Sun 
Beyond the Earths green Cape and verdant Ifles 
Hefperean rets, my Signal to depart. 
Be ftrong, live happie, and love, but firft of ail 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command ; take heed leaft Paftion fway 
Thy Judgement to do aught, which elle free Will 
Would not adroit ; thine and of ail thy Sons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac't ; beware. 
I in thy perfevering fhall rejoyce, 
And ail the Bleft : Rand far ; to Rand or rail 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies, 
Perfet within, no outwardaid require ; 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 
So faying, he arofe ; whom/Idatn thus 
Follow'd with benedition. Since to part, 
Go heavenly Gueft, Ethereal Meffenge r, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion,and fhall be honour'd over 
With grateful Memorie : thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 
So parted they, the Angel up to Heav'n 
From the thick fhade, and/Idam to his Bowre. 
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0 more of talk where God or Angel 
Gueft 
With Man, as with his Friend, fami- 
liar us'd 
To fit indulgent, and with him 
partake 

Rural repatt, permitting him the while 
Venial difcourfe unblam'd : I now mutt change 
Thofe Notes to Tragic ; foul dittrutt, and breach 
Difloyal on the part of Man, revoit, 
And ditobedience : On the part of Heav'n 
Now alienated, dittance and dittafe, 
Anger and jutt rebuke, andjudgement giv'n, 
That brought into this World a world of woe, 
Sinne and her Jhadow Death, and Miferie 
Deaths Harbinger : Sad task, yet argument 
Not lefs but more Heroic then the wrauth 
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Of ftern ¢cbilles on his Foc purfu'd 
Thrice Fugitive about Troy Wall ; or rage 
Of urnus for Lavinia difetous'd, 
Or Neptun's ire or ïuno's, that fo long 
Perplex'd the Greek and cytherea's Son; 
If anfwerable ftyle I can obtaine 
Of my Celeftial Patronefs, who deignes 
Her nightly vilitation unimplor'd, 
And di.tates to me flumbring, or infpires 
Eafie my unpremeditated Verfe: 
Since firf this Subie& for Heroic Song 
Pleas'd me long choofing, and beginning late ; 
Not fedulous by Nature to indite 
Warrs, hitherto the onely Argument 
Heroic deeln'd, chief maifrie to diflC 
With long and tedious havoc fabl'd Knights 
In Battels feign'd ; the better fortitude 
Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 
llnfung; or to defcribe Races and Games, 
Or tilting Furniture, emblazon'd Shields, 
Imprefes quaint, Caparifons and Steeds; 
Bafes and tinfel Trappings, gorgious Knights 
At Jout and'Torneament ; then marfhal'd Feaf 
Serv'd up in Hall with Sewers, and Senefhals ; 
The skill of Artifice or Office mean, 
Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 
To Perfon or to Poem. Mee of thefe 
Nor skilld nor fudious, higher Argument 
Remaines, fufficient of it felf to raife 
That naine, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
Climat, or Years damp my intended wing 
Depret, and much they may, ifall be mine, 
__ E e z Not 
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.'xTot Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. 
The Sun was funk, and after him the 8tarr 
Dfttefperus, whofe Office is to bring 
o Twilight upon the Earth, fhort Arbiter 
Twixt Day and Night, and now ri'oto end to end 
Nights Hemifphere had veild the Horizon round: 
When satan who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On mans deftru&ion, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himfelf, t(earlefs return'd. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return'd 
From compafling the Earth, cautious ofday, 
6oiSince Z)riel Regent of the Sun defcri'd 
His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim 
That kept thir watch;thence full ofanguifla driv'n, 
The fpace offeven continu'd Nights he rode 
With darknefs, thrice the Equino&ial Line 
He circl'd, four times crots'd the Carr of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure ; 
On the eighth return'd, and on the Coaft averfe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ftealth 
Found unfufpe6ted way. There was a place, 
7 o Now not, though Sin, not Time, firft wraught the 
Wherc 7-igris at the foot of Paradife (change, 
Into a Gulfflaot under ground, till part 
Rofe up a Fountain by the Tree of Life ; 
In with the River funk, and with it rofe 
I Satan involv'd in rifingMift, then fought 
Where to lie hid ; 8ea he had fearcht and Land 
, From Eden over Pontus, and the Poole 
iMeotis, up beyond the River oh; 
lown- 
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Downward as farr Antartic ; and in length 
Weft from Orontes to the Ocean barr'd 
At Darien, thence to the-Land where flowes 
Ganges and Indus : thus the Orb he roam'd 
With narrow fearch ; and with infpe&ion deep 
Confider'd every Creature, which of ail 
Mort opportune might ferre his Wiles, and round 
The Serpent futtleft Beaft of ail the Field. 
Him after long debate, irrefolute 
Ofthoughts revoir'd, his final fentence chofe 
Fit Veffel, fitteft Imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide 
From fharpeft fight : for in the wilie Snake, 
Whatever fleights none would fufpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native futtletie 
Proceeding, which in other Beafts obferv'd 
Doubt might beget ofDiabolic pow'r 
A&ive within beyond the fenfe of brute. 
Thus he retolv'd, but firft from inward griefe 
His burfting pafl]on into plaints thus pour'd : 
O Earth, howlike to Heav'n, ifnot preferr'd 
More juftly,Seat worthier of Gods, as built 
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For what God after better worfe would build ? 
Terrefrial Heav'n, danc't round by other Heav'ns 
That fhine, yet bear thir bright oflïcious Lamps, 
Light above Light, for thee alone, as feems, 
In thee concentring ail thir precious beams 
Offacred influence: As God in Heav'n 
Is Center, yet extends to ail, fo thou 
Centring receav'ft from ail thofe Orbs ; in thee, 
iNot in themfelves, ail thir known vertue appeers 
Pro- 
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ProducCtive in Herb, Plant, and nobler birth 
Of Creatures animate with gradual life 
OfGrowth, Senfe, Reafon,all fumm'd up in Man. 
With what delight could I have walk't thee round 
If I could joy in aught, fweet interchange 
Of Hill and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, 
NowLand,now Sea,& 8hores with Forreft crownd, 
Rocks, Dens, and Caves; but I in none of thefe 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I fee 
Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel 
Torment within lne,as from the hateful fiege 
Of contraries ; ail good to me becomes 
Banc,and inHeav'n much worfe would be my ftate. 
But neither here feek I, no nor in Heav'n 
To dwell, unlefs by maiftring Heav'ns 8upreame ; 
Nor hope tobe my felf lefs lniferable 
By what I feek, but others to make fuch 
As I, though thereby worfe to me redound : 
For onely in det}roying I finde eafe 
To my relcntlefs thoughts; and him det}royd, 
Or won to what lnay work his utter lors, 
For whom all this was made, all this will foon 
Follow, as to him linkt in weal or woe, 
In wo then ; that det}ru&ion wide may range : 
To mec l'hall be the glorie fole among 
The infernal Powers, in one dayto have marr'd 
What he lhnigbtie ftyl'd, fix Nights and Days 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long 
Before hadbin contriving, though perhaps 
Not longer then tince I in one Night freed 
Fro, m fervi.tude inglorious [elnigh half 
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Of his adorers : hee to be aveng'd, 
And to repaire his numbers thus impair'd, 
Whether fuch vertue fpent of old now faild 
More Angels to Create, if they a t leaflc 
Are his Created or to fpite us more, 
Determin'd to advance into our room 
A Creature form'd of Earth, and him endow, 
Exalted from fo bafe original, 
With Heav'nly fpoils, our fpoils : What he decreed 
He effec'-ted; Man he ruade, and for him built 
Magnificent this World, and Earth his feat, 
Him Lord pronounc'd, and, O indignitie ! 
Subjeed to his fervice Angel wings, 
And flaming Minifters to watch and tend 
Thir earthie Charge : Of thefe the vigilance 
I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in lnift 
Ot midnight vapor glide obfcure, and prie 
In every Bufh and ]3rake, where hap may finde 
The Serpent fleeping, in whofe mazie foulds 
To bide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul defcent ! that I who erft contended 
With Gods to fit the higheft, am now conftraind 
Into a Beaft, and mixt with beftial flime, 
This effence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the hight of Deitie afpir'd ; 
But what will not Ambition and Revenge 
Defcend to ? who afpires muft down as low 
As high he foard, obnoxious firft or laft 
To bafeft things. Revenge, at firft though fweet, 
Bitter ere long back on it felf recoiles ; 
Let it ; I reck not, fo it light well aim'd, 
Since higher I fall fhort, on him who next 
Provokes 
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Provokes my envie, this new Favorite 
OfHeav'n, this Man of Clay, Son ofdefpite, 
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais'd 
From duft: fpite then with fpite is beft repaid. 
So faying, through each Thicket Danck or Drie 
Like a black mif low creeping, he held on 
His m{dnight fearch, where fooneft he might finde 
The Serpent : him faft fleeping foon he found 
In Labyrinth of many a round felf-rowld, 
His head the midft, well ftor'd with futtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid Shade or difmal Den, 
Not nocent yet, but on the graflie Herbe 
Fearlefs unfeard he flept : in at his Mouth 
The Devil enterd, and his brutal fenfe, 
In heart or head, poil'e/ring foon infpir'd 
With aeCt intelligential; but his fleep 
Difturbd not, waiting clore th' approach of Morn. 
Now whenas facred Light began to dawne 
In Eden on the humid Flours, that breathd 
Thir morning Incenfe, when ail things that breath, 
From th' Earths great Altar rend up filent praife 
To the Creator, and his Noftrils fill 
With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair 
A ndjoynd thir vocal Worfhip to the Qre 
Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake 
The feafon, prime for fweeteft Sents and Aires : 
Then commune how that day they beft may ply 
Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew 
The hands difpatch oftwo Gardning fo wide. 
!And Eve firft to her Husband thus began. 
ldarn, well may we labour ftill to drefs 
This Garden, ftill to tend Plant, Herb and Flour. 
Our 
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Our pleafant task enjoyn'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now advife 
Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent, 
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where mof needs, whether to 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or dire& 
The clafping Ivie where to climb, while I 
In yonder Spring of Rofes intermixt 
With Myrtle, find what to redrefs till Noon : 
For while fo near each other thus ail day 
Our task we choofe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene and finiles, or obje& new 
Cafual difcourfe draw on, which intermits 
Our dayes work brought to little, though b,egun 
Early, and th' hour ofSupper comes unearn d. 
To whom mild anfwer ¢dam thus return'd. 
Sole Eve, Affociate foie, to me beyond 
Compare above ail liv!ng Creatures deare, 
Well haft thou motion d,wel thy thoughts imployd! 
How we might,beft fulfill the work which here 
God hat,h, affign d us, nor of me fhalt pals 
Unprais d : for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, then to ftudie houflold good, 
And good workes in her Husband to promote. 
Yet not fo ftricly hath our Lord impos'd 
Labour, as to debarr us when we need 
Refreflament, whether food, or talk between, 
Food of the mind, or this fweet intercourfe 
F f " 
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Of looks and fmiles, for finiles from Reafon flow, 
.o! To brute deni'd, and are of Love the food, 
Love hot the loweft end of human life. 
For not to irkfom toile, but to delight 
He ruade us, and delight to Reafon joyn'd. (hands 
Thefe paths and Bowers doubt not but our joynt 
Will keep from Wildernefs with eafe, as wide 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
AffiR us : But if much converfe perhaps 
Thee fatiate, to thort abtence I could yeild. 
For folitude fomtimes is ber focietie, 
ic Andfhort retirement urges fweet returne. 
But other doubt poffeflC me, leaR harm 
Befall thee fever'd from me ; for thou knowR 
What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe 
Envying our happineff, and of his own 
Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and fhame 
By fly affault ; and fomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, withgreedy hope to find 
His wifh and ber advantage, us afunder, 
Hopelefs to circumvent us joynd, where each 
5 To other fpeedie aide might lend at need; 
Whether his firR defign be to withdraw 
Our fealtie from God, or to difurb 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no blifs 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envie more ; 
Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful ride 
That gave thee being, Ril fhades thee and protec"ts. 
The Wife, where danger or difhonour lurks, 
Safefl and feemlieR by her Huflgand Paies, 
Who guards her, or with her the worR endures. 
c To whom the Virgin MajeRie of Eve, 
As 



Parajê loti. Book 8. 

As one who loves, and fome unkindnefs meets, 
With fweet auf{eer compofure thus reply'd. 
Ofspring of Heav'n and Earth,and all EarthsLord, 
That fuch an Enemie we have, who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informd I learne, 
And from the parting Angel over-heard 
As in a thadie nook I food behind, 
uf then returnd at thut ofEvening Flours. 
But that thou thouldf my firmnefs therfore doubt 
To God or thee, becaufe we have a foe 
May tempt it, 1 expecCted not to hear. 
His violence thou fearl not, being fuch, 
As wee, hOt capable of death or paine, 
Can either not receave, or can repell. 
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs 
Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love 
Can by his fraud be thak'n or feduc't ; (brefS, 
Thoughts, which how round they harbour in thy 
..¢dam, mifsthought of her to thee fo dear ? 
To whom with healing words ..¢dam reply'd. 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For fuch thou art, from fin and blame entire : 
Not diffident ofthee do I diffuade 
Thy abfence from my fight, but to avoid 
iTh' attempt it felf, intended by our Foe. 
i For hee who tempts,though in vain,at leaf afperfes 
The tempted with dithonour foul, fuppos'd 
Not incorruptible of Faith, hOt prooff 
Againf temptation : thou thy felfwith fcorne 
And anger wouldf relent the offer'd wrong, 
Though ineffecCtual round : mifdeem not then, 
If fuch affront I labour to avert 
F f z From 
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From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The Enemie, though bold, will hardly dare, 
Or daring, firPt on n ee th' affault fhall light. 
Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn ; 
Suttle he needs muPt be, who could feduce 
Angels, nor think fuperfluous others aid. 
I from the influence cfthy looks receave 
Accefs in every Vertue, in thy fight 
More wife, more watchful, Ptronger, ifneed were 
Ofoutward ftrength;while fhame,thou looking on, 
Shamc to be overcome or over-reacht 
Would utnaoft vigor raire, and rais'd unite. 
Why fhouldft not thou like fenfe within thee feel 
When I ana prefent, and thy trial choofe 
/Vith me, beft witnefs of thy Vertue tri'd. 
So fpake domefiick gldam in his care 
And Matrimonial Love, but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her Faith fincere, 
Thus her reply with accent fweet renewd. 
If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit f[rait'nd by a Foe, 
Suttle or violent, we hOt endu'd 
Single with like defence, wherever met, 
How are we happie, Ptill in fear of harm ? 
Put harna precedes not fin : onely our Foe 
q-empting affronts us with his foui ePteem - 
Ofour integritie : his foul efteeme 
Sticks no dithonor on our Front, but turns 
Foui on himfelf; then wherfore fhund or feard 
By us ? who rather double honour gaine 
From his furmife prov'd faire, finde peace within,. 
Favour from Heav'n, our witnefs from th' event. 
And 
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unaffaid 
Alone, without exterior help fuff:aind ? 
.Let us not then fufpe& our happie State 
Left fo imperfet by the Maker wlfe, 
As not fecure to fingle or combin'd. 
Fraile is our happinet, if this be fo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 
To whom thus ldam fervently repli'al. 
O Woman, beff: are ail things as the will 
Of God ordaind them, his creating hand 
Nothing imperfet or deficient left 
Of ail that he Created, much lefs Man, 
Or ought that might his happie State fecure, 
Secure from outward force ; within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 
Againtt his will he can receave no harme. 
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Reafon, is free, and Reafon he ruade right 
But bid her well beware, and flill ere&, 
Leatt by fome faire appeering good furpris'd 
She di&ate falfe, and miflïnform« the Will 
To do what God exprefly hath forbid. 
Not then mittrutt, but teneter love enjoynes, 
That I thould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we t\,bfitt, yet poffible to fwerve, 
Since Reafon not impoffibly may meet 
Some fpecious obje& by the Foe fubornd, 
And fall into deception unaware, 
Not keeping ff:ri&eR watch, as fhe was warnd. 
8eek not temptationthen, which to avoide 
Were better, and moff: likelie if from mee 
Thou fever not: T, ial will corne unfought. 
Wouldfl 
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Wouldft thou approve thy conftancie, approve 
Firf thy obedience ; th' other who can know, 
Not feeing thee attempted, who attef ? 
But ifthou think, trial unfought may finde 
Us both fecurer then thus warnd thou feemft, 
Go ; for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more ; 
Go in thy native innocence, relie 
On what thou haft of vertue, fummon ail, 
For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 
So tpake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve 
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, repli'al. 
With thy permiffion then, and thus forewarnd 
Chiefly by what thy own laf reafoning words 
Fouchd onely, that our trial, when leaff fought, 
May finde us both perhaps farr lefs prepar'd, 
The willinger I goe, nor much expert 
A Foe fo proud will firf the weaker feek ; 
So bent, the more flaall flaame him his repulfe. 
Thus faying, from ber Husbands hand ber hand 
Sort flae withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light 
oread or 29ryad, or of 29elia's Traine, 
Betook her to the Groves, but Delia's felf 
In gate furpafs'd and Goddefs-like deport, 
Though not as fhee with Bow and Q.9_iver armd, 
But with fuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltlefs of tire had formd, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or P»m»na, thus adornd, 
Likeft flae feemd, P»m»na when flae fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in ber Prime, 
Yet Virgin of Proferpina from ove. o 
Her long with ardent look his Eye purfu'd 
Delighted, but defiring more her fay. 

Oft 
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Oit he to her his charge of quick returne 
Repeated, fhee to him as oft engag'd 
To be returnd by Noon amid the Bowre, 
And ail things in ber order to invite 
Noontide repaR, or Afternoons repofe. 
O much deceav'd, much failing, haplefs Eve, 
Ofthy prefum'd return ! event perverfe ! 
Thou never ffom that houre in Paradife 
FoundR either fweet repaR, or round repofe ; 
Such ambufh hid among fweet Flours and Shades 
Waited with hellifh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or rend thee back 
Defpoild of Innocence, ofFaith,of Blifs. 
For now, and rince firR break of dawne the Fiend, 
Meer Serpent in appearance, forth was come, 
And on his QeR, where likelieR he might finde 
The onely two of Mankinde, but in them 
The whole included Race, his purposd prey. 
In Bowre and Field he fought, where any tuft 
Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleafant lay, 
Thir tendance or Plantation for delight, 
By Fountain or by fhadie Rivulet 
He fought them both,but wifh'd his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifh'd, but hOt with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc'd, when to his wifh, 
Beyond his hope, tve feparate he fpies, 
Veil'd in a Cloud of Fragrance, where fhe Rood, 
Half fpi'd, fo thick the Rofes bufhing round 
About her glowd, oft Rooping to fupport 
Each Flour of flender Ralk, whofe headthough 
Carnation, Purple, Azure,or fpe6t with Gold, (gay 
Hung drooping unfuRaind, them flae upRaies 
Gently 
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Gently with Mirtle band, mindlefs the while, 
Her felf, though faireft unfupported Flour, 
From her beft prop fo farr, and ftorm fo nigh. 
Neerer he drev¢, and many a walk travers'd 
Offtatelieft Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme, 
T}en voluble and bold, now hid, now feen 
Among thick-wov'n Arborets and Flours 
Imborderd on each Bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious then thofe Gardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd .4donis, or renownd 
llcinous, hoft of o]d Laertes Son, 
Or that, not Myftic, where the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with his faire Egyptian .Spoufe. 
Much hee the Place admir'd, the Perron more. 
As one who long in populous City pent, 
Where Houles thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 
Forth iffuing on a Summers Morn to breathe 
Among the pleafant Villages and Farmes 
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight, 
The fmell of Grain, or tedded Grafs, or Kine, 
Or Dairie, each rural fight, each rural round; 
If chance with Nymphlike ftep fair Virgin pals, 
What pleafing feemd, for her now pleafes more, 
She mort, and in her look fumms ail Delight. 
Such Pleafure took the Serpent to behold 
This Flourie Plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus earlie, tku alone ; her Heav'nly forme 
Angelic, but more tbft, and Feminine, 
Her graceful Innocence, ber every Aire 
OfgeRure or left a6tion overawd 
His Malice, and with rapine fweet bereav'd 
His fiercenefs ofthe tierce intent it brought : 

That 
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That fpace the Evil one abttra&ed ttood 
From his own evil, and for the time remaind 
Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd, 
Ofguile, of hate, of envie, ofrevenge ; 
But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes, 
Though in mid Heav'n, foon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he tes 
Ofpleafure not for him ordain'd : thenfoon 
Fierce hate he recolle&s, and ail his thoughts 
Ofmifchief, gratulating, thus excites. 
Thoughts,whither have ye led me, with what 
Compulfion thus tranfported to forget (fweet 
What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradife for Hell, hope hereto tate 
Ofpleafure, but ail pleafure to dettroy, 
Save what is in dettroying, otherjoy 
To me is lori. Then let me not let pals 
Occafion which now fmiles, behold alone 
The Woman, opportune to ail attempts, 
fier Husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
Whofe higher intelle&ual more I fhun, 
And ttrength, of courage hautie, and oflimb 
Heroic built, though ofterrettrial mould, 
Foenot informidable, exempt from wound, 
I hot ; fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paine 
Infeebl'd me, to what I was in Heav'n. 
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though terrour be in Love 
And beautie, not approacht by ftronger hate, 
Hateftronger, under fhew of Love well feign'd, 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 
So fpake the Enemie ofMankind, enclos'd 
G g In 
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In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward Eve 
Addret'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as rince, but on his reare, 
Circular bafe of riring foulds, that tour'd 
Fould above fould a furging Maze, his Head 
Crefted aloft, and Carbuncle his Eyes; 
With burnifht Neck of verdant Gold, ere4-t 
Amidft his circling Spires, that on the grafs 
Floted redundant : pleafing was his fhape, 
And lovely, never rince of Serpent kind 
. Lovelier, hot thofe that in I]]yria chang'd 
Hermione and cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus; nor to which transformd 
dmmonian 7ove, or Capitdine was feen, 
Hee with olymDius, this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With tra6t oblique 
At firft, as one who fought accefs, but feard 
To interrupt, ride-long he works his way. 
As when a Ship by skilful Stearfman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind 
Veres oft, as oft fo fteers, and fhifts her Saile ; 
So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine 
Cur|d lnany a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 
To lure her Eye ; fhee bufied heard the round 
Of rufling Leaves, but minded not, as us'd 
To fuch difport before her through the Field, 
From every Beaft, more duteous at her call, 
Then at Circean call the Herd difguis'd. 
Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her ftood ; 
But as in gaze admiring : Oft he bowd 
His turret Crett, a,n,d fleek enamel'd Neck, 
Faxvning, and lick d the ground whereon fhe trod. 
[ His 
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His gentle dumb expreflïon turn'd at length 
The Eye ofEve to mark his play; he glad 
Of her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue 
Organic, or impulfe of vocal Air, 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 
Wonder not, fovran Miftrefs, if perhaps 
Thou canft, who art foie Wonder, much lefs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n ofmildnefs, with difdain, 
Difpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
lnfatiate, I thus fingle, nor have feard 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 
Faireft refemblance ofthy Maker faire, 
Thee ail things living gaze on, ail things thine 
By gift, and thy Celeffial Beautie adore 
With ravifhment beheld, there beft beheld 
Where univerfally admir'd ; but here 
In this enclofure wild, thefe Beafts among, 
Beholders rude, and flaallow to difcerne 
Halfwhat in thee is fair, one man except, 
Who fees thee? (and what is one?) who fhouldgt be 
A Goddefsamong Gods, ador'd and ferv'd (feen 
By Angels numberlefs, thy daily Train. 
So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem tun'd ; 
Into the Heart of Eve his words ruade way, 
Though at the voice much marveling ; at length 
Not unamaz'd fhe thus in anfwer fpake. 
What may this mean?Language of Man pronounc't 
By Tongue of Brute, and human fenfe expreft ? 
The firft at left of thefe I thought deni'd 
To Beafts, whom God on thir Creation-Day 
Created mute to ail articulat round ; 
The latter I demurre, for in thir looks 
G g z Much 
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. Much reafon, and in thir aStions oft appeers. 
56o Thee, Serpent, futtleft beaft of all the field 
I knew, but hot with human voice endu'd ; 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 
How cam'ft thou fpeakable of mute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight ? 
Say, for fuch wonder claires attention due. ' 
To wholn the guileful Tempter thus reply'd. 
Emprefs ofthis fair World, refplendent Eve, 
Eatie to mee it is to tell thee all 
57o! What thou command, and right thou fhould be 
I ,,vas at firt as other Bea/ts that graze (obeyd: 
The trodden Herb, of abjee2 thoughts and low, 
As was llay food, nor aught but food difcern'd 
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc'd 
A goodly Tree farr dittant to behold 
Loaden v«ith il'uit offairett colours mixt, 
Ruddie and Gold : I nearer drew to gaze; 
When from the boughes a favorie odour blow'n, 
580 Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my fenfe 
Then finell of fweete/t Fenel, or the Teats 
Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn, 
Unfuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play. 
To fatisfie the tharp defire I had 
Oftattingthofe fair Apples, I refolv'd 
Not to deferr ; hunger and thirtt at once, 
Powerful perfwaders, quick'nd at the fcent 
Ofthat alhlring fruit, urg'd me fo keene. 
About the Moffie Trunk I wound me foon, 
For high from ground the branches would require 
ïhy 

1590 



Book 8. 

Thy utmoft reach or ,,¢d«ms : Round the Tree 
Ail other Beafts that faw, with like defire 
Longing and envying Rood, but could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
I fpar'd not, for fuch pleafure till that hour 
At Feed or Fo.ntain never had I round. 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceave 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of Reafon in my inward Powers, and Speech 
Wanted not long, though to this fhape retaind. 
Thenceforth to 8peculations high or deep 
I turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Confiderd all things vifible in Heav'n, 
Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good; 
But all that fair and good in thy Divine 
Semblance, and in thy Beauties hea'vnly Ray 
Hnited I beheld ; no Fair to thine 
Equivalent or fecond, which compel'd 
Mee thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worfhip thee of right declar'd 
SovranofCreatures, univerfal Dame. 
8o talk'd the fpirited fly 8nake ; and Eve 
Yet more amaz'd unwarie thus reply'd. 
Serpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt 
The vertue ofthat Fruit, inthee firft prov'd : 
But fay, where grows the Tree, from hence how 
For many are the Trees of God that grow (far 
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in fuch abundance lies our choice, 
As leaves a greater ftore of Fruit untoucht, 
8till hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow' 
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Grow up to thir provifion, and more hands 
Help to difburden Nature ofher Bearth. 
To whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad. 
Emprefs, the way is readie, and not long, 
Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Fiat, 
FaR by a Fountain, one fmall Thicket paf 
Ofblowirg Myrrh and Balme ; ifthou accept 
My condueL I can bring thee thither foon. 
Lead then, faid Eve. Hee leading fwiftly rovld 
In tangles, and make intricate feem ftrait, 
To mifchieffwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Bright'ns his Creft, as when a wandring Fire 
Compa& of un&uous vapor, which the Night 
Condenfes, and the cold invirons round, 
Kindl'd throughagitation to a Flame, 
Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spirit attends, 
ng and blazing with delufive Light, 
' Mifleads th' amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way 
To Boggs and Mires,& oft through Pond or Poole, 
There fwallow'd up and loft, from fuccour farr. 
So glifter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree 
Of prohibition, root of ail our woe ; 
Which when fhe faw, thus to ber guide fhe fpake. 
Serpent, we might have fpar'd our coming hither, 
Fruitlefs to me, though Fruit be here to excefs, 
The credit of whofe vertue reft with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, ifcaufe of fuch effeOcs. 
But ofthis Tree we may hOt tafte nor touch ; 
God fo commanded, and left that Command 
ISole Daughter of his voice; the relU, we live 
Law to our £elves, our Reafon is our Law. 
To 
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To whom the Tempter guilefully repli'd. 
Indeed ? hath God then laid that of the Fruit 
Of ail thefe Garden Trees ye fhall not eate, 
Yet Lords declar'd of ail in Eart h or Aire ? 
To whom thus Eve yet finlefs. Of the Fruit 
Ofeach Tree in the Garden we may eate, 
But ofthe Fruit ofthis fair Tree amidet 
The Garden, God hath laid, Ye fhall hOt eate 
Thereof, nor fhall ye touch it, leaet ye die. (bold 
She fcarfe had laid, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with fhew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part purs on, and as to paffion mov'd, 
Flu6tuats difturbd, yet comely, and in a6t 
Rais'd, as offom great matter to begin. 
Andwhen of oldfom Orator renound 
In dtbens or free Rome, where Eloquence 
Flourifhd, rince mute, to fom great caufe addreft, 
Stood in himfelf colle6ted, while each part, 
Motion, each acCt won audience ere the tongue, 
Somtimes in highth began, as no delay 
Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right. 
So ftanding, moving, or to highth upgrown 
The Tempter ail impaflîond thus began. 
O Sacred, Wife, and Wifdom-giving Plant, 
Mot her of Science, Now I feel thy Power 
Within me cleere, not onely to difcerne 
Things in thir Caufes, but to trace the wayes 
Ofhigheft Agents, deemd however wife. 
Q.9_een of this Univerfe, doe not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of Death ; ye fhall not Die : 
How fhould ye ? by the Fruit ? it gives you Lire 
Toi 
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To Knowledge? By the Threatner, look on mee, 
Mee who have touch'd and tafted, yet both live, 
And lire more perfet have attaind then Fate 
Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot. 
Shall that be thut toMan, which to the Beaft 
Is open ? or will God incenfe his ire 
For fuch a petty Trefpafs, and not praife 
Rathcr your dauntlefs vertue, whom the pain 
OfDeath denounc't, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterrd hOt from atchieving what might leade 
To happier lire, knowledge of Good and Evil; 
. O'f good, how .juft ? of evil, if what is evil 
IBe real, why not known, finceeafier fhunnd ? 
'God therefore cannt, t hurt ye, and be.juft ; 
Not .juft, not God ; not feard then, nor obeid 
Your feare it felfof Death removes the feare. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe, 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 
His worlhippers ; he knows that in the day 
Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that feem fo cleere, 
Yet are but dim, fhall perfetly be then 
Op'nd and cleerd, and ye fhall be asGods, 
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know. 
That ye fliould be as Gods, rince I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 
I of brute human, yee of human Gods. 
So ye fhall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods, death to be wiflit, (bring. 
Though threat'nd, which no worfe then this can 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food ? 
The Gods are firft, and that advantage ufe 
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On our belief, that ail from them proceeds ; 
I queftion it, for this fair Earth I fee, 
Warm'd by the Sun, producing every kind, 
Them nothing : Ifthey ail things, who enclos'd 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Tree, 
That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their leave ? andwherein lies 
Th' offence,that Man fhould thus attain to know ? 
Whatcan your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 
Impart againf his will if ail be his ? 
Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 
In heav'nly brefs ? thefe, thefe and many more 
Caufes import your need ofthis fair Fruit. 
Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafe. 
He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into ber heart too eafie entrance won : 
Fixt on the Fruit fhe gaz'd, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the round 
Yet rung ofhis perfwafive words, impregn'd 
With Reafon, to her feeming, and with Truth ; 
Meanwhile the hour ofNoon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the finell 
So favorie ofthat Fruit, which with defire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafe, 
Sollicited her longing eye ; yet firf 
Paufing a while, thus to her felf fhe mus'd. 
Great are thy Vertues, doubtlefs, bef of Fruits, 
Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir'd, 
Whofe tafe, too long forborn, at firf affay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The Tongue hOt ruade for Speech to fpeak thy 
Thy praife hee alfo who forbids thy ufe, ( praife: 
H h Con- 

73 ° 

74 ° 

75 ° 



Book 8. Paratife loti. 

Conceales not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge,knowledge bothof good and evil; 
Forbids us then to tae, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 
I For good unknown, fure is not had, or had 
I And yet unknown, is as hOt had at ail. 
I In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
I Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife  
6 ' " 
7 ° I Such prohibitions binde not. But if Death 
I Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
I Out inward freedom ? In the day we eate" 
I Oft his fair Fruit, out doom is, we all die. 
I How dies the Serpent ? hee bath eat n and lives, 
]And knows,and fpeaks, and reafons, and difcernes, 
I Irrational till then. For us alone 
/Was death invented ? or to us deni'd 
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This intelle&ual food, for beafs referv'd ? 
For Beaffs it feems : yet that one Beaff which firf 
Hath taffed, envies hOt, but brings with .joy 
The good befall'n him, Author unfufpe&, 
Friendly to man, farr from deceit or guile. 
What fear I then, rather what know to feare 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 
Of God or Death, of Law or Penaltie ? 
Here grows theCure ofall, this Fruit Divine, 
Fait to the Eye, inviting to the Tafe, 
Of vertue to make wife : what hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both Bodie and Mind ? 
So faying, ber rafh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the Fruit, fhe pluck'd, fhe eat : 
Earth feh the wound, and Nature from her feat 
Sighing 
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Sighing through ail her Works gave figns ofwoe, 
That all was lotit: Back to the Thicket flunk 
-Fhe gui-ltie Serpent, and well might, for Eve 
Intent now wholly on her talle, naught elle 
Regarded, fuch delight till then, as feemd, 
In Fruit flae never tatced, whether true 
Or fanfied fo, through expe&ation high 
Ofknowledg, nor wasGod-head froln her thought. 
Greedily flae ingorg'd without reftraint, 
And knew not eating Death : Satiate at length, 
And hight'nd aswith Wine, jocond and boon, 
-Fhus to her felfflae pleafingly began. 
O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradife, of operation blette 
To Sapience, hitherto obfcur'd, infam'd, 
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without Song, each Morning, and due praife 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 
Ofthy full branches offer'd free to all ; 
Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledge,as the Gods who all things know ; 
Though others envie what they cannot give ; 
For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Betc guide ; not following thee, I had remaind 
In ignorance, thou op'niée Wifdoms way, 
And givÏc accefs, though fecret lïae retire. 
And I perhaps ara fecret ; Heav'n is high, 
High and remote to fee from thence ditcinc"t 
Each thing on Earth ; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continal watch 
H h z Our 
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Our great Forbidder, fafe with ail his Spies 
About him. But to ddam in what fort 
Shall I appear ? fhall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happinefswith mee, or rather hot, 
But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
WithoutCopartner ? fo to add what wants 
In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love, 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 
A thing hot undefireable, fomtime 
Superior; for inferior who is free ? 
This may be well : but what if God have feen, 
And Death enfue? then I fhallbe no more, 
And ddam wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying, I cxtin6t ; 
A death to think. Confirm'd then I refolve, 
ddam fhall fhare with me in blifs or woe : 
So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life. 
So faying, from theTree her ftep fhe turnd, 
But firft low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus'd 
Into the plant Iciential fap, deriv'd 
From Nec'-tar, drink of Gods. ddam the while 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Ofchoiceft Flours a Garland to adorne 
Her Treffes, and her rural labours crown 
As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveft Q.9_een. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay'd ; 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fomthing ill, 
Mifgave him; hee the faultring meafure felt ; 
And 
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And forth to meet her went, the way fhe took 
That Morn when firft they parted ; by the Tree 
Of Knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met, 
Scarfe from the Tree returning; in her hand 
A bough of faireft fruit that downie fmil'd, 
New gatherd, and ambrofial fmell diffus'd. 
To him fhe hafted, in ber fae excufe 
Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt, 
Which with bland words at will fhe thus addreft. 
Haft thou not wonderd, Adarn, at my ftay ? 
Thee I bave mifst, and t hought it long, depriv'd 
Thy prefence, agonie of love till now 
Not felt, nor fhall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to trie, what rafh untri'd I fought, 
The paine of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange 
Hath bin the caufe, and wonderful to heare : 
This Tree is not as ¢¢e are told, a Tree 
Of danger tafted, nor to evil unknown 
Op'ning the way, but of Divine effe& 
To open Eyes, and make them Gods who tarte ; 
And bath bin tafted fuch : the Serpent wife, 
Or not reftraind as wee, or not obeying, 
Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become, 
Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 
Endu'd with human voice and human fenfe, 
Reafoning to admiration, and with mee 
Perfwafively hath fo prevaild, that I 
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
Th' eff'e&s to correfpond, opener mine Eyes 
Dimm erft, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 
And growingup to Godhead ; which for thee 
Chiefly I fought, without t'.hec can defpife. 

For 
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I For blifs, as thou, hall part, to me is blifs, 
8801Tedious, unfhar d with thee, and odious foon. 
I Thou therfore alfo tafte, that equal Lot 
I May joyne us, equal joy, as equal Love; 
LeaPt thou not talling, different degree 
Disjoyne us, and I then too late renounce 
Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 
Thus Evewith Countnance blithe her llorie told 
But in her Cheekdiftemper flufhing glowd. 
On th' other ride, ./1data, foon as he heard 
The fztal Trefpafs don by Eve, amaz'd, 
39o Allonied llood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and ail hisjoynts relax'd ; 
From his flack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve 
Down drop'd, and ail the faded Rofes fhed : 
Speechlefs he llood and pale, till thus at length 
FirPt to hirnfelf he inward filence broke. 
O fairell of Creation, lall and bell 
Of ail Gods Works, Creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to fight or thought be formd, 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet ! 
oo How art thou loPt, how on a fudden loll, 
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote ? 
Rather how hall thou yeelded to tranfgrefs 
The ftric'-t forbiddance, how to violate 
The facred Fruit forbidd'n! fore curfed fraud 
OfEnemie hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown, 
And mee with thee hath ruind, for with thee 
i Certain my refolution is to Die ; 
I How can I lire without thee, how forgoe 
 Thy fweet Converfe and Love fo dearly joyn'd , 
I o/To live again in thefe wilde Woods forlorn ? 
/ Should 
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Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another Rib afford, yet lors of thee 
Would never from my heart ; no no, I feel 
The Link of Nature draw me : Flefh of Flefh, 
Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State 
Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe. 
So having laid, as one from lad difmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts difturbd 
Submitting to what feemd remedilefs, 
Thus in cahne moode his Words to Eve he turnd.- 
Bold deed thou haft prefum'd, adventrous 
i And peril great provok't, who thus haftdar'd 
Had it bin onely coveting to Eye 
That facred Fruit, facred to abftinence, 
Much more to tafte it under banne to touch. 
But paft who can recall, or don undoe ? 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yet fo 
Perhaps thou thalt not Die, perhaps the Fac"t 
Is not fo hainous now, foretafted Fruit, 
Profan'd firft by the Serpent, by him firft 
Made common and unhallowd ere our tafte ; 
Nor yet on him round deadly, he yet lives, 
Lives, as thou faidft, and gaines to lire as Man 
Higher degree of Lire, inducement ftrong 
To us, as likely tafting to attaine 
Proportional afcent, whibh cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wife, 
Though threatning, will in earneft fo defroy 
Ils his prime Creatures, dignifi'd fo high, 
Set over ail his Works, which in our Fall, 
For us created, needs with us muft faile, 
Dependent 
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Dependent made; fo God lhall uncreate, 
Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labour loofe, 
Not well conceav'd ofGod,who though his Power 
Creation could repeate, yet would be loath 
Ils to abolifh, leaPt the Adverfary 
Triumph and fay ; Fickle their State whom God 
Mort Favors, who can pleafe him long? Mee firft 
He ruind,now Mankind ; whom will he next ? 
Matter of fcorne, not to be given the Foe. 
However I with thee have fixt my Lot, 
Certain to undergoe like doom, if Death 
Confort with thee, Death is to mee as Lire ; 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne, 
My own inthee, for what thou art is mine ; 
Our State cannot be feverd, we are one, 
One Flefh ; to loofe thee were to loofe my telf. 
So 4dam, and thus Eve to him repli'd. 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 
IlluPtrious evidence, example high! 
Ingaging me to emulate, but fhort 
Of thy perf.ec"tion, how fhall I attaine, 
4dam, from whofe deare ride I boaft me fprung, 
And gladly of our Hnion heare thee fpeak, 
One Heart, one Soul in both; whereofgood prooff 
This day affords, declaring thee refolvd, 
RatherthenDeath or aught thenDeath more dread 
Shall feparate us, linkt in Love fo deare, 
To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime, 
If any be, of tafting this fair Fruit, 
Whofe vertue, for of good ftill good proceeds, 
Dire&, or by occafion hath prefented 
This 
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This happie trial ofthy Love, which-elfe 
So eminently never had bin known. 
Were it I thought Death menac't would enfue 
This my attempt, I would fuftain alone 
-Fheworft, and not perfwade thee, rather die 
Deferted, then oblige thee with a fa6t 
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly affur'd 
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true, 
So faithful Love unequald ; but I feei 
Farr otherwife th' event, not Death, but Lire 
Augmented, op'nd Eyes, new Hopes, new Joyes, 
Tarte fo Divine, that what offweet before 
Hath toucht my fenfe, fiat feems to this,and har9n. 
On my experience, Idam, freely tarte, 
And fear of Death deliver to tlae Windes. 
So faying, lïae embrac'd him, and forjoy 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his Love 
Had fo enobl'd, as of choice to incurr 
Divine difpleafure for her fake, or Death. 
In recompence (for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompence beft merit) from the bough 
She gave him ofthat fair enticing Fruit 
With liberal hand : he fcrupl'd not to eat 
Againft his better knowledge, not deceav'd, 
But fondly overcome with Femal charm. 
Earth trembl'd from her entrails, as again 
In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan, 
Skie lowr'd,and muttering Thunder,fom lad drops 
Wept at compleating of the mortal Sin 
Original ; while 4dam took no thought, 
Eating his fili, nor E've to iterate 
Herformer trefpafs fear'd, the more to foot he 
I i Him 



Book 8. 

I010 
102( 

o3c 

Him with her lov'd focietie, that now 
As with new. Wine intoxicated both 
They fwim in mirth, and fanfie that they feel 
Divinitie within them breeding wings 
Wherewith to fcorn the Earth: but that falfeFruit 
Farr other operation firft difplaid, 
Carnal defire enflaming, hee on Eve 
Began to caft lafcivious Eyes, fhe him 
As wantonly repaid ; in Luft they burne : 
Till Idam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 
Eve, now [ fee thou art exa& oftale, 
And elegant, of Sapience no finall part, 
Since to each meaning favour we apply, 
And Palate calljudicious ; I the praife 
Yeild thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey'd. 
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain'd 
From this delightful Fruit, nor known till now 
l'rue relifh, tafting ; iffuch pleafure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wifh'd, 
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten. 
But come, fo well refrefh't, now let us play, 
As meet is, after fuch delicious Fare ; 
For never did thy Beautie rince the day 
l faw thee firft and wedded thee, adorn'd 
Witb all perfe&ions, fo enflame my fenfe 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
l'hen ever, bountie of this vertuous Tree. 
So laid he, and forbore hot glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underftood 
Of Eve, whofe Eye darted contagious Fire. 
Her hand he feis'd, and to a fhadie bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roofimbowr'd 
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He led her nothing loath; Flours were the Couch, 
Panfies, and Violets, and Afphodel, 
And Hyacinth, Earths frefhePc foftePc lap. 
There they thir fill of Love and Loves difport 
Took largely, of thir mutual guilt the Seale, 
The folace of thir fin, till dewie fleep 
Opprefs'd them, wearied with thir amorous play. 
Soon as the force ofthat allacious Fruit, 
That with exhilerating vapour bland 
About thir fpirits had plaid, and inmoPc powers 
Made erre, was now exhal'd, and groffer fleep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams 
Encumberd, now had left them, up they rofe 
As from unrePc, and each the other viewing, 
8oon round thir Eyes how op'nd, and thir minds 
How dark'nd ; innocence, that as a veile 
Had fnadow'd them from knowing iii, was gon, 
JuPe confidence, and native righteoufnefs, 
And honour from about them, naked left 
To guiltie fhame hee cover'd, but his Robe 
l.Incover'd more. So rofe the Danite Pcrong 
Herculean 8amfon from the Harlot-lap 
Of Philiflean Dalilab, and wak'd 
Shorn of his Ptrength, They dePdtute and bare 
Of ail thir vertue : filent, and in face 
Confounded long they rate, as Rruck'n mute, 
Till Idam, though not lefs then Eve abafht, 
At lengt h gave utterance to thefe words conftraind. 
0 Eve, in evil hour thou didPt give eare 
To that falfe Worm, of whom[oever taught 
To counterfet Mans voice, true in ou r Fall, 
Falfe in our promis'd Rifing ; rince our Eyes 
I i - Op'nd 
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Op'nd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil, Good lof, and Evil got, 
Bad Fruit of Knowledge, ifthis be to know, 
Which leaves us naked thus, ofHonour void, 
Of Innocence, of Faith, of Puritie, 
Our wonted Ornaments now foild and faind, 
And in our Faces evident the fignes 
Of foui concupifcence ; whence evil fore ; 
Even fhame, the laf ofevils ; ofthe firft 
Be fure then. How fhall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, earf with.joy 
And rapture fo oft beheld ? thofe heav'nly fhapes 
Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blaze 
Infufferably bright. O might I here 
In folitude live lavage, in fome glade 
Obfcur'd, where highef Woods impenetrable 
To 8tarr or Sun-light, fpread thir umbrage broad, 
And brown as Evening ." Cover me ye Pines, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never fee them more. 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 
What bef may for the prefent ferve to hide 
The Parts ofeach from other, that feem moPt 
To fhame obnoxious, and unfeernlief feen, 
Some Tree whofe broad fmooth Leaves together 
And girded on our loyns, may cover round (fowd, 
Thofe middle parts, that this new commer, Shame, 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counfel'd hee, and both together went 
Into the thickef Wood, there foon they chofe 
The Figtree, notthat kind for Fruitrenown'd, 
But fuch as at this day to Indians known 
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In Malabar or Decan fpreds her Armes 
Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended Twigs take root, and Daughters grow 
About the Mother Tree, a Pillard fhade 
High overarch't, and echoing Walks between ; 
There oft the lndian Herdfman fhunning heate 
Shelters in coole, and tends his pafturing Herds 
At Loopholes cut through thickeft fhade : Thofe 
They gatherd, broad as lmazonian Targe, (Leaves 
And with what skill they had, together fowd, 
To gird thir wafte, vain Covering if to hide 
Thir guilt and dreaded fhame ; O how unlike 
To that firft naked Glorie. Such of late 
columbus found th' lmerican fo girt 
With featherd Cin&ure, naked elfe and wilde 
Among the Trees on Iles and woodie Shores. 
Thus fenc't, and as they thought, thir fhame in part 
Coverd, but not at reft or eafe of Mind, 
They fate them down to weep, nor onely Teares 
Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds worfe within 
Began to rife, high Paflîons, Anger, Hate, 
Miftruft, Sufpicion, Difcord, and fhook fore 
Thir inward State of Mind, calme Region once 
And full of Peace, now toft and turbulent : 
For Hnderftanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore, both in fubje&ion now 
To fenfual Appetite, who from beneathe 
Lifurping over fovran Reafon claimd 
Superior fway : From thus diftemperd breft, 
ldam, eftrang'd in look and alterd ftile, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewd. 
Would thou hadft heark'nd to my words, & ftai'd 
With 
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With me, as I befought thee, when that ftrange 
Defire ofwandring this unhappie Morn, 
I know not whence poffefsd thee; we had then 
Remaind ftill happie, not as now, defpoild 
Of ail our good, flaam'd, naked, miferable. 
Let none henceforth feek needlefs caufe to approve 
The Faith they owe ; when earneftly they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to faile. 
To whom foon mov'd with touch ofblame thus 
What word bave part thy Lips, ldam fevere, (Eve. 
Imput'ft thou that to my default, or will 
Ofwandering, as thou call'ft it, which who knows 
But might as iii have happ'nd thou being by, 
Or to thy felfperhaps : hadft thou bin there, 
Or here th' attempt, thou couldft not have difcernd 
Fraud in the Serpent, fpeaking as he fpake ; 
No ground ofenmitie between us known, 
Why hee fhould mean me iii, or feek to harme. 
Was I to have never parted from thy ride ? 
As good have grown there ftill a livelefs Rib. 
Being as I am, why didft not thou the Head 
Command ne abfolutely not to go, 
Going into fuch danger as thou faidft ? 
Too facil then thou didft not much gainfay, 
Nay, didft permit, approve, and fair difmifs. 
Hadft thou bin firm and fixt in thy diffent, 
Neither had I tranfgrefs'd, nor thou with l'nee. 
To whom then firft incenft ldam repli'd. 
Is this the Love, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreft 
I,-nmutable when thou wert loft, hOt I, 
Who might have liv'd and joyd immortal blifs, 
Yet 
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Yet willingly chofe rather Death with thee : 
And am I now upbraided, as the caufe 
Ofthytranfgreflïng? not enough fevere, 
[t feems, in thy retraint : what could I more ? 
I warn'd thee, I admonifh'd thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking Enemie 
That lay in wait ; beyond this had bin force, 
And force upon free Will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, fecure 
Either to meet no danger, or to finde 
Matter ofglorious trial; and perhaps 
I alfo err'd in overmuch admiring 
What feemd in thee fo perfet, that I thought 
No evil durR attempt thee, but I rue 
That errour now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th' accufer. Thus it flaall befall 
H im who to worth in Women overtrufing 
Lets her Will rule ; refraint fhe w-ill not brook, 
And left to her felf, ifevil thence enfue, 
Shee firf his weak indulgence will accufe. 
Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours, but neither felf-condemning, 
And ofthir vain conteft appeer'd no end. 

7"he end of the Eightb Book. 
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Eanwhile the hainous and defpight- 
full a6t 
Of Satan done in Paradife, and 
how 
Hee in the Serpent had perverted 

Her Husband fhee, to tafte the fatall fruit, 
Was known in Heav'n ; for what can fcape the Eye 
Of God All-feeing, or deceave his Heart 
Omnifcient, who in all things wife and juft, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the minde 
Of Man, with ftrength entire, and free Will arm'd, 
Complete to have difcover'd and repulft 
Whatever wiles of Foe or feeming Friend. 
For ftill they knew, and ought to have ftil! remem- 
The high Injun6tion not to tarte that Fruit, (ber'd 
Whoever tetrpted ; which they not obeying, 
Incurr'd 
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Incurr'd, what could they lefs, the penaltie, 
And manifold in fin, deferv'd to fall. 
I.Ip into Heav'n froln Paradife in haf 
Th' Angelic Guards afcended, mute and lad 
For Man, for ofhis fate by thisthey knew, 
Much wondring how the t\ttle Fiend had foln 
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, difpleas'd 
Ail were who heard, dira fadnefs did not fpare 
That time Celefial virages, yet mixt 
With pitie, violated not thîr blifs. 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 
Th' ethereal People ran, to hear and know 
How ail befell : they towards the Throne Supream 
Accountable made hafe to make appear 
With righteous plea, thir utmof vigilance, 
And eafily approv'd ; when the lnot High 
Eternal Fatherfrom his fecret Cloud, 
Amidt inThunder utter'd thus his voice. 
AflCbl'd Angels, and ye Powers return'd 
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmaid, 
Nor troubl'd at thefe tidings from the Earth, 
Which your finceref care could not prevent, 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs, 
When firf this Telnpter crofs'dtheGulffrom Hell. 
I toh[ ye then he thould prevail and fpeed 
On his bad Errand, Man fhould be feduc't 
And flatter'd out of ail, believing lies 
Againt his Maker ; no Decree of mine 
Concurring to neceffitate his Fall, 
Or touch with lightegt moment of impulfe 
His free Will, to ber own incliningleft 
K k In 
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In even fcale. But fall'n he is, and now 
What refus, but that the mortal Sentence pals 
On his tranfgret]îon, Death denounc'tthat day, 
Which he prefumes already vain and void, 
Becaufe not yet infli&ed, as he fear'd, 
By fome immediate troak ; but foon fhall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Jultice fhall not return as bountie fcorn'd. 
But whom fend I tojudge them ? whom but thee 
Vicegercnt Son, to thee I bave transferr'd 
Ail Judgelnent, whetfier in Heav'n, or Earth, or 
Eafie it lnay be feen that I intend (Hell. 
Mercie collegue with Juftice, fending thee 
Mans Friend, his Mediator, his defign'd 
Both Ranfom and Redeemer voluntarie, 
And deftin'd Man himfelftojudge Man fall'n. 
So fpake the Father, and unfoulding bright 
Toward the right hand his Glorie, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deitie ; he full 
Refplendent ail his Father manifeft 
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anfwer'd milde. 
Father Eternal, thine is to decree, 
Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
Supream, that thou in mee thy Son belov'd 
Mayft ever reft well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On Earth thefe thy tranfgreffors, but thou knowft, 
Whoeverjudg'd, the wort on mee mur light, 
When rime fhttll be, for fo I undertook 
Before thee ; and not repenting, thisobtaine 
Ofright, thatI may mitigate thir doom 
On me de.riv'd, yet I fhall temper fo 
Jutice with Mercie, as may illutrate mot 
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Them fully fatisfied, and thee appeafe. 
'Attendance none fhall need,nor Train, where none 
Are to behold the Judgement, but the judg'd, 
Thofe two ; the third beft abfent is condenan'd, 
Convi& by flight, and Rebel to ail Law 
i Convi&ion to the Serpent none belongs. 
Thus faying, from his radiant Seat he rofe 
Ofhigh collateral glorie:him Thrones and Powers, 
Princedoms, and ]ominations miniftrant 
Accompanied to Heaven Gate,from whence 
Eden and ail the Coaft in profpe6t lay. 
Down he defcended ftrait ; the fpeed of Gods 
Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes 
Now was the Sun in Weftern cadence low(wing'd. 
From Noon, and gentle Aires due at thir hour 
To fan the Earth now wak'd, and ufher in 
The Èevning coole when he from wrauth more 
Came the mild Judge and Interceffor both (code 
To fentence Man: the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the Garden, by fort windes 
Brought to thirEars, while day declin'd,they heard, 
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 
The thickeft Trees, both Man and Wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to ,,ldam call'd aloud. 
Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far off'? I mifs thee here, 
Not pleas'd, thus entertaind with folitude, 
Where obvious dutie erewhile appear'd unfaught: 
Or corne I lefs confpicuous, or what change 
Abfents thee,or what chance detains?Come forth. 
He came,and with him Eve,more loth, though firft 
To off.end, difcount'nanc't both,and difcompos'd ; 
K k - Love 
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Love was not in thir looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 
And fllame, and perturbation, and defpaire, 
Anger, and obçtinacie, and hate, and guile. 
Whence ddam faultring long, thus anfwer'd brief. 
I heard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice 
Affraid, being naked, hid lny felf. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile repli'd. 
My voice thou oft hat heard,and hafi not fear'd, 
But fill rejoyc't, hoxv is it now becolne 
So dreadful to thee? that thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? haf thou eaten ofthe Tree 
WhereofI gave thee charge thou flouldf not eat? 
To whom thus ddam fore befet repli'd. 
O Heav'n ! in evil frait this dav I fand 
iBefore my Judge, either to uncergoe 
My felfthe total Crime, or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my lire ; 
Whofe failing, while ber Faith to me remaines, 
I fhould conceal, and hOt expofe to blame 
i By my complaint ; but fri& neceflitie 
Subdues me, and calamitous confraint, 
Leaf on my head both fin and punifhment, 
However infupportable, be ail 
Devolv'd; though fhould I hold my peace,yet thou 
Wouldf eafily dete& what I conceale. 
This Woman whom thou mad'f to be my help, 
And gav'f me as thy perfet gift, fo good, 
So fit, tb acceptable, fo Divine, 
That from her hand I could fufpe& no ill, 
And what flae did, whatever in it felf, 
Her doing feem'd to jufifie the deed ; 
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Shee gave me of the Tree, and I dil eate. 
To whom the fovran Prefence thus repli'd. 
Was Oaee thy God, that ber thou didft obey 
Before lais voice, or was ee ruade thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou did'ft refigne thy Manhood, and the Place 
Wherein God let thee above ber ruade ofthee, 
And for thee, whofe perfeCtion farr excell'd 
Hers in all real dignitie : Adornd 
i She was indeed, and lovely to attraCt 
Thy Love, hot thy SubjeCtion, and her Gifts 
Were fuch as under Government well feem'd, 
tlnfeemly to beare rule, which was thy part 
And perron, had'ft thou known thy felf aright. 
So having laid, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say Woman, what is this which thou haft done? 
To whom lad Eve with ame nigh overwhelm'd, 
Confeffing foon, yet hOt before ber Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abafht repli'd. 
The Serpent nae beguil'd and I did eate. 
Which when the Lord God heard,without delay 
To Judgement he proceeded on th' accus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transferre 
The Guilt on him who ruade him inftrument 
Of mifchief, and polluted from the end 
Ofhis Creation ; juftly then accurft, 
As vitiated in Nature : more to know 
Concern'd hOt Man (rince he no further knew) 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at laft 
To Satan firft in fin his doom apply'd 
Though in myfterious terres, judg'd as then beft : 
And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall. 
Becaufe 
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13-ecaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurf 
Above ail Cattel, each Beaft of the Field ; 
Upon thy Belly groveling thou fhalt goe, 
And dur fhalt eat all the days ofthy Lire. 
Between Thee and the Woman I will put 
Enmitie, and between thine and her Seed; 
Her Seed fhall bruife thy head, thou bruife his heel. 
So fpake this Oracle, then verifi'd 
When )es fon of Mary fecond Eve, 
Saw Satan fal! like Lightning down from Heav'n, 
Prince of the Aire; then rifing from his Grave 
Spoild Principalities and Powers, triumpht 
In open fhew, and with afcention bright 
Captivity led captive through the Aire, 
"Fhe Realme it felfof Satan long ufurpt, 
Whom he fhall tread at laf under our feet ; 
Eevn hee who now foretold his fatal bruife, 
And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn'd. 
Thy forrow I will greatly multiplie 
By thy Conception ; Childern thou fhalt bring 
In forrow forth, and to thy Husbands will 
Thine fhall fubmit, hee over thee fhall rule. 
On ldam laf thusjudgement he pronounc'd. 
Becaufe thou haft heark'nd to the voice of thy 
And eaten ofthe Tree concerning which (Wife, 
[ charg'd thee, faying : Theu fhalt not eatethereof, 
Curs'd is the ground for thy fake, thou in forrow 
Shalt eate thereofall the days ofthy Life; 
Thornes alfo and Thifles it thall bring thee forth 
Unbid, and thou fhalt eate th' Herb ofth' Field, 
In the fweat ofthy Face fhalt thou eate Bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground, for thou 
Out 
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Out of the ground waft taken, know thyBirth, I 
For duft t,hou art, and flaalt to duft returne. I 
So ju, dg d he Man, both Judge and Sav, iour lent, I 
And th inftant ftroke of Death denounc t that day] 
Remov'd farr off; then pittying how they ftood 
Belote him naked to the aire, that now 
Muft fufferchange, difdain'd not to begin 
Thencetorth the forme of fervant to affume, 
As when he wath'd his fervants feet, fo now 
As Father of his Familie he clad 
Thir nakednefs with Skins of Beafts, or flain, 
Or as the Snake with youthful Coate repaid ; 
And thought hot much to cloath his Enemies : 
Nor hee thir outward onely with the Skins 
Of Beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his Robe ofrighteoufnefs, 
Araying cover'd from his Fathers fight. 
To him with fwift afcent he up return'd, 
Into his blifsful bofom reaffum'd 
In glory as ofold, to him appeas'd 
Ail, though all-knowing, what had part withMan 
Recounted, mixing interceffion fweet. 
Meanwhile ere thus was fin'd and j udg'd on Earth, 
Within the Gates of Hell rate Sin and Death, 
lncounterview within the Gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Farr into chaos, rince the Fiend pafs'd through, 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 
O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 
ldlely, while Satan our great Author thrives 
In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides 
For us his ofspring deare ? It cannot be 

lut 
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But that fuccefs attends him ; if mifhap, 
Ere this he had return'd, with fury driv'n 
By his Avenger, rince no place like this 
Can fit his punifhment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife, 
Wings growing, and Dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this Deep ; whatever drawes me on, 
Or fympathie or fom connatural force 
Powerful at greateft diftance to unite 
With fecret amity things of like kinde 
By fecreteft conveyance. Thou my Shade 
Infeparable muft with mee along : 
For Death from Sin no power can feparate. 
But leafthe difficultie of paflîng back 
Stay his returne perhaps over this Gulfe 
Impaffable, impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to round a path 
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World 
Where Satan now prevailes, a Monument 
Of merit high to all th' infernal Hoft, 
Eafing thir paffage hence, for intercourfe, 
Or tranfmibration, as thir lot fhall lead. 
Nor can I mifs the way, fo frongly drawn 
By this new fet attracîion and inftin&. 
Whom thus the meager Shadow anfwerd foon. 
Goe whither Fate and inclination ftrong 
:Leads thee, I fhall not lag behinde, nor erre 
The way, thou leading, fuch a lent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 
The favour ofDeath from all things there that live: 
Nor flaall I to the work thou enterprifeft 
Be 
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Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 
So faying, with delight he fnuff'd the finell 
Ofmortal change on Earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous Fowl, though many a League remote, 
Againit the day of Battel, to a Field, 
Where Armies lie encampt, corne flying, lur'd 
With fent of living Carcaffes defign'd 
For death, the following day,in bloodie fight. 
So fented the grim Feature, and upturn'd 
His Noitril wide into the murkie Air, 
8agacious ofhis Qarrey from £o farr. 
Then Both from out Hell Gates into the waite 
Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark 
Flew divers,& with Power (thir Power was great) 
Hovering upon the Waters ; what they met 
8olid or flimie, as in raging Sea 
Toit up and down, together crowded drove 
From each ride fhoaling towards the mouth of Hell. 
As when two Polar Winds blowing adver£e 
Upon the Cronian 8ea, together drive 
Mountains oflce, that itop th' imagin'd way 
Beyond Petfora Eafkward, to the rich 
Cathaian Coait. The aggregated 8oyle 
Death with his Mace petrific, cold and dry, 
As with a Trident t,note, and fix't as firm 
As Delosfloatingonce; the reft his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move, 
And with fphaltic filme ; broad as the Gate, 
Deep to the Roots ofHell the gather'd beach 
They faiten'd, and theMole immenfe wraught on 
Over the foaming deep high Archt, a Bridge 
Of length prodigious joyning to the Wall 
L 1 Im- 
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lmmoveable o£this now £encelefs world 
Forfeit to Death ;from hence a paffage broad, 
Smooth, eafie, inoentïve down to Hell. 
'So, ifgreat things o fiall ,nay be compar'd, 
xerxes, he Libertie of reece to yoke, 
lïrom SuJa his Mem,onian Palace high 
Caille to the Sea, and over Hellefpont , I 
Bridging his way, Europe with jiajoyn d, (waves. I 
And fcourg'd with many a Ptroak th' indignant[ 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art/ 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent Rock 
Ovoer the vext Abyfs, following the track 
Of Sat«n, to the felffame place where hee 
Firçt lighted from his Wing, and landed fafe 
] l"rom out of chaos to the outfide bare 
Ofthis round World : with Pinns of Adamant 
And Chains they ruade all faR, too fart they ruade 
And durable ; and now in little fpace 
The Confines met of Empyrean Heav'n 
And of this World, and on the left hand Hell 
With long reach interpos'd ; three fev'ral wayes 
In tight, to each of thefe three places led. 
And now thir way to Earth they had defcri'd, 
-Fo Paradife firft tending, when behold 
satan in likenefs of an Angel bright 
Betwixt the centau,'e and the Scorpion ftearing 
His zedtb, while the Sun in Iries rofe : 
Difguis'd he came, but thofe his Childern dear 
 Fhir Parent foon difcern'd, though in difguife. 
Hee, after £ve feduc't, unminded flunk 
Into the Wood faft by, and changing lhape 
"Fo obferve the lequel, faw his guileful ac'Tt 
By 
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By Eve, though ail unweeting, feconded 
Hpon her Husband, faw thir fhame that fought 
Vain covertures ; but when he faw defcend 
The Son ofGod tojudge them, terrifi'd 
Hee fled, hot hoping to etcape, but fhun 
The prefent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth 
Might fuddenly infli& ; that paf, return'd 
By Night, and lifning where the haplefs Paire 
Sate in thir fad difcourfe, and various plaint, 
Thence gatherd hi own doom, which undertood 
Not infant, but of future time. With joy 
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return'd, 
And at the brink of chaos, neer the foot 
Ofthis new wondrous Pontifice, unhop't 
Met who to meet him came, his Ofspring dear. 
Greatjoy was at thir meeting, and at fight 
Ofthat fupendious Bridge his joy encreas'd. 
Long hee admiring food, till Sin, his faire 
Inchanting Daughter, thus the filence broke. 
O Parent, thefe are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy Trophies, which thou view'f as not thine 
Thou art thir Author and prime Archite& : (own, 
For I no fooner in my Heart divin'd, 
My Heart, which by a fecret harmonie 
Still moves with thine, joyn'd in connexion fweet, 
That thou on Earth hadf profper'd, which thy 
Now alfo evidence, but fraight I felt (looks 
Though difant from thee Worlds between, yet 
That I mut af'ter thee with this thy Son; (tclt 
Such fatal confequence unites us three : 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 
Nor this unvoyageable Gulf obfcure 
L 1 2 Detain 
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Detain from following thy illuftrious tra, ck. 
Thou haft atchiev'd our libertie, confin d , 
I Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impow rd 
To fortifie thus farr, and overlay 
With this portentou Bridge the dark Abyfs. 
Thine now is ail this World, thy vertue hath won 
What thy hands builded not, thy Wifdom gain'd 
With odds what Warr hath loft, and fully aveng'd 
Our folle in Heav'n;here thou lhalt Monarch reign, 
There didft not; there let him ftill Vi&or fway, 
As Battel bath adjudg'd, from this new Wodd 
Retirirg, by his own doom alienated, 
And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide 
Ofall things, parted by th' Empyreal bounds, 
His Qadrature, trom thy Orbicular World, 
Or trie thee now more dang'rous to his Throne. 
Whom thus the Prince ofDarknefs anfwerd glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both, 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the Race 
Of 8atan (for I glorie in the name, 
. Antagonift ofHeav'ns Almightie King) 
:Amply bave merited of me, of ail 
i Th' Infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore 
:Triumphal with triumphal a& have met, 
with this glorious Work, & ruade one Realm 
Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent 
Ofeafiethorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend throughDarknefs,on your Rode with eafe 
;To my affociate Powers, them to acquaint 
i With thefe fucceffes, and with them rejoyce, 
You two this way, among thofe numerous Orbs 
Ail yours, right down to Paradife defcend ; 
There 
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There dwell & Reign in blifs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exercife and in the Aire, 
Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of all declar'd, 
Him firl make fure your thrall, and lafly kill. 
My Subfitutes I rend ye, and Create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchlefs might 
Ifluingfrom mee : on vourjoynt vigor now 
My hold of this new tçingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joynt power prevaile, th' affaires of Hell 
No detriment need feare, goe and be frong. 
So faying he difmifs'd them, they with fpeed 
Thir courre through thickef Conlellations held 
Spreading thir bane ; the blafed Starrs lookt wan, 
And Planets, Planet-frook, real Eclips 
Then fufferd. Th' other way 8atan went down 
The Caufey to Hell Gate ; on either ride 
Difparted chaos over built exclaimd, 
And with rebounding furge the barrs affaild, 
That fcorn'd his indignation : through the Gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, 8atanpafs'd, 
And all about round defolate ; for thofe 
Appointed to fit there, had left thir charge, 
Flown to the upper World ; the ref were all 
Farr to the in land retir'd, about the walls 
Of Pandtemonium, Citie and proud feate 
i OfLucifer, fo by allufion calld, 
Of that bright Starr to 8atan paragond. 
There kept thir Watch the Legions, while the 
ln Council fate, follicitous what chance (Grand 
Might intercept thir Emperour fent, fo hee 
Departing gave command, and they obferv'd. 
As 
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As when the OEartar from his Ruïan Foe 
ly jTracan over the Snowie Plaines 
Retires, or BacTrian Sophi from the hornes 
Of OEurkifl Cre£cent, leaves ail wafte beyond 
The Reahne of lladule, in his retreate 
To Tauris or Casbeen. So thefe the late 
Heav'n-banifht Hoft, left defert utmoft Hell 
Many a dark League, reduc't in careful Watch 
Round thir Metropolis, and now expec'-ting 
Each hour their great adventurer from the fearch 
Of Forrein Worlds:he through the midft unmarkt, 
In fhew plebeian Angel militant 
Of loweft order, part ; and from the dore 
Of that Plutonian Hall, invifible 
Afcended his high Throne, which under ftate 
Of richeft texture fpred, at th' upper end 
Was plac't in regal luftre. Down a while 
He rate, and round about him faw unfeen : 
At laft as from a Cloud his fulgent head 
And fhape Starr.bright appeer'd, or brighter, clad 
With what permiffive glory rince his fall 
Was left him, or falfe glitter : Ail amaz'd 
At that fo fudden blaze the stygian throng 
I3ent thir afpec'-t, and whom they wifh'd beheld, 
Thir mighty Chiefreturnd: loud was th' acclaime: 
'orth rufh'd in hat]e the great confulting Peers, 
Rais'd from thir dark Divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 
Silence, and with thefe words attention won. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Ver tues, P ow- 
For in poffeflïon fuch, not onely of right, (ers, 
I call ye and declare ye now, returnd 
Succefs- 
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Succefsful beyond hol:'e, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out ofthis infernal Pit 
Abominable, accurl't, the houle of woe, 
And Dungeon ofour Tyrant : Now poilCs, 
As Lords, a fpacious World,to our native Heaven 
I.ittle inferiour, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell 
What I have don, what fufferd, with what paine 
Voyag'd th' unreal, vaft, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confufion, over which 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd 
To expedite your glorious march ; but I 
Toild out my uncouth paffage, forc't to ride 
Th' untratable AbyflC plung'd in the womb 
Of unoriginal Nigbt and chaos wilde, 
That jealous of thir fecrets fiercely oppos'd 
My journey ftrange, with clamorous uproare 
i Protefting Fate fupreame ; thence how I round 
iThe new created World, which faine in Heav'n 
Long had foretold, a Fabrick wonderful 
Of abfolute perfec"tion, therein Man 
Plac t in a Paradife, by out exile 
:Made happie : Him by fraud I have feduc'd 
From his Creator, and the more to increafe 
,Your wonder, with an Apple ; he thereat 
!ffended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 
i Both his beloved Man and all his World, 
i To Sin and Death a .prey, and fo to us, 
Without our hazard, labour, or allarme, 
To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 
.To rule, as over all he fhould have rul'd. 
True is, mee alfo he hath judg'd, or rather 
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Mee not, but the brute Serpent in whofe fhape 
Man I deceav'd : that which to mee belongs, 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Mee and Mankinde ; I ana to bruire his heel 
His Seed, when is not let, fhall bruire my head 
A World who would not purchafe with a bruire, 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' accoun' 
Ofmy performance : What remaines, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now into full blifs. 
So having laid, a while he ftood, expeCting 
Thir univerfal fhout and high applaufe 
To fill his eare, when contrary he hears 
On ail rides, from innumerable tongues 
A difinal univerfal hifs, the round 
Of public fcorn ; he wonderd, but not long 
Had leafm'e, wondring at himfelfnow more 
His Virage drawn he felt to fharp and fpare, 
His Armes clung to hisRibs, his Leggs entwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell 
A monftrous Serpent on his Belly prone, 
Relu4-tant, but in vaine, a greater power 
:Now rul'd him, punifht in the fhape he fin'd, 
According to his doom : he would have fpoke, 
But hifs for hifs returnd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were ail transform'd 
Alike, to Serpents ail as acceffories 
To his bold Riot .- dreadful was the din 
Of hiffing through the Hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monfters, head and talle, 
Scorpion and Afp, and dmploisbcena dire, 
Cerafles hornd, Hydrus, and «llops drear, 
And Dt'pfas (Not fo thick fwarm'd once the Soil 
Bedropt 
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Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle . 
ophiujh) but fill greateft hee the raidit, 
Now Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun 
Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on flime, 
Huge Python, and his Power no lets he feem'd 
Above the ref[ il:iii to retain ; the'y all 
Hiln follow'd iffuing forth to th' open Field, 
Where all yet left ofthat revolted Rout 
Heav'n-fall'n, in Ration f[ood orjuf[ array, 
Sublime wifh expe&ation when to fee 
In Triumph iffuing forth thir glorious Chief; 
They faw, but other fight infead, a crowd 
Ofugly Serpents; horror on theln fell, 
And horrid fympathie ; for what they faw, 
They felt themfelvs now changing;down thir arms, 
Down fell both Spear and Shield,down they as far 
And the dire hifs renew'd, and the dire form 
Catcht by Contagion, like in punifhment, 
As in thir crime. Thus was th' applaufethey meant, 
Turnd toexploding hifs,triumph to fhame (ftood 
CaR on themtelves from thir own mouths. There 
A Grove hard by, fprung up with this thir change, 
His will who reigns above, to aggravate 
Thir penance, laden with f:air Fruit, like that 
VVhich grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve . 
Hs'd by the Tempter : on that profpe& f[range 
Thir earnef[ eyes they fix'd, imagining 
For one forbidden Tree a multitude 
Now ris'n, to work them furder woe or fhame ; 
Yet parcht with fcalding thurf[ and hunger tierce, 
Though to delude them fent, could not abPcain, 
But on they rould in heaps, and up the Trees 
M m Climbing 
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Climbing, fat thicker then the fnakie locks 
That curld Megcera : greedily they pluck'd 
'The Frutage fait to fight, like that which grew 
Neer that bituminous Lake where 8odom flam'd ; 
This more delutive, hot the touch, but tare 
Deceav'd ; they fondly thinking to allay 
Thir appetite with guf, inl'ead of Fruit 
Chewd bitter _Athes, which th' offended talle 
VVith fpattering noife reje&ed : oft they affayd, 
Hunger and thirl conttraining, drugd as oft, 
VVith hatefullefi difrelilh writh'd thir jaws 
VVith tbot and cinders fill'd ; tb oft they fe]l 
Into the faine illution, hot as Man (plagu'd 
Whom theytriumph'd once lapl. Thus were they 
_And worn with Famin, long and ceaflefs hifs, 
Till thir lof flaape, permitted, they refum'd, 
Yearly enjoynd, fome fay, to undergo 
This annual humbling certain number'd days, 
To dafla thir pride, andjoy for Man feduc't. 
However fome tradition they difpers'd 
_Among the Heathen ofthir purchafe got, 
_And Fabl'd howthe Serpent, whom they calld 
Opbion with Eurynome, the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firR the rule 
Ofhigh Olympus, thence by 8aturn driv'n 
And ops, ere yet Dia-tean Jove was born. 
Mean while in Paradife the hellifh pair 
.Too foon arriv'd, 8in there in power before, 
Once a&ual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Clore following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale ttorfe : to whom 8hthus began. 
Second 
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Second of 8atan fprung, ail conquering Deatb, 
What thinkft thou of our Empire now, though 
With travail ditticult, not better farr (earnd 
Then ftil at Hels dark threfhold to have rate watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy felf half ftarv'd ? 
Whom thtrs the Sin-born Monfter anfwerd foon. 
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven, 
There beft, where mort with ravin I may meet ; 
Which here, though plenteous, ail toolittle feems 
To ftuffthis Maw, this vaft unhide-bound Corps. 
To whom th' incettuous Mother thus repli'd. 
Thou therefore on thefe Herbs, andFruits, & Flours 
Feed firft, on each Beaft next, and Fifh, and Fowle, i 
No homely morfels, and whatever thing 
The Sithe ofTime mowes down,devour unfpar'd, 
Till I in Man refiding through the Race, 
His thoughts, his looks, words, aCtions ail infeCt, 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 
This laid, they both betook them feveral wayes, 
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make 
Ail kinds, and for deftruCtion to mature 
Sooner or later ; which th' Almightie feeing, 
From his tranfcendent Seat the Saints among, 
To thofe bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 
See withwhat heat thefe Dogs of Hell advance 
To wafle and havoc yonder VVorld, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ftill 
Kept in that ftate, had not the folly of Man 
Let in thefe waftful Furies, who impute 
Folly to mee, fo doth the Prince of Hell 
And his Adherents, that with fo much eafe 
Mm 2 I I 
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I fuffer them to enter and poffefs 
A place fo heav'nly, and conniving feern 
To gratifie my fcornful Enemies, 
That laugh, as iftranfported with fome fit 
Of Paffion, I to them had quitted all, 
At random yeilded up to their mifrule ; 
And know hOt that I call'd and drew them thither 
63o My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draffand filth 
Which mans polluting Sin with taint hath fhed 
I On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh 
t With fuckt and glutted offal , atone fling (burit 
Ofthy vi&orious Arm, well-.p.leafing Son, 
Both sbz, and D«atb, and ya ning Grave at lait 
i Through chaos hurld, obitru& the mouth of Hell 
IFor ever, and feal up his ravenous Jawes. 
Then Heav'n and Earth renewd fhall be made pure 
I To fanc'-titie that fhall receive no itaine : 
640 Till then the Curfe pronounc't on both precedes. 
Hee ended, and the heav'nly Audience loud 
Sung Ha]h']uia, as the found of S_eas, 
Thlough multitude that fung : Juit are thy ways, 
i Righteous are thy Decrees on ail thy Works ; 
I Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 
Dcitin'd relorer ofMankind, by whom 
New Heav'n and Earth fhall to the Ages rire, 
Or down froln Heav'n defcend. Such was thir long, 
, While the Creator calling forth by naine 
65o His mightie Angels gave them feveral charge, 
:As lbrted bef with prefent things The Sun 
I Had firit his precept fo to more, fo flaine, 
tas might affec'-t the Earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tollcrable, and from the North to call 
Decrepit 
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Decrepit Winter, from the 8outh to bring 
SolRitial fin'nmers heat.-To the blanc Moone 
Her office they prefcrib'd, to th' other rive 
Thir planetarie motions and afpe&s 
In 8extile, Square, and grine, and oppoJite, 
Of noxious efficacie, and when to joyne 
In Synod unbenigne, and taught the fixt 
Thir influence malignant when to fhowre, 
Which of them rifing with the Sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeRuous : To the Windsthey l-et 
Thir corners, when with bluRer to confound 
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle 
Withterror through the dark Aereal Hall. 
Some fay he bid his Angels turne afcanfe 
The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the Suns Axle ; they withlabour pufla'd 
Oblique the Centric Globe : Soin fay the Sun 
Was bid turn Reines from th' Equinoc"tial Rode 
kike diRant breadth to Taurus with the Seav'n 
Atlantick SiRers,and the spartan Twins 
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down amaine 
By Leo and the l/';rgin and the scales, 
As deep as ca[ricorne, to bring in change 
Of Seatbns to each Clime ; elfe had the Spring 
Perpetual fmil'd on Earth with vernant Flours, 
Equal in Days and Nights, except to thofe 
Beyond the Polar Circles ; to them Day 
Had unbenighted flaon, while the low Sun 
To recompence his diRance, in thir fight 
Had rounded fill th' Horizon,and not known 
Or EaR or WeR, which had forbid the Snow 
From cold Eflotiland, and South as farr 
13eneath 
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Beneath Magellan. At that tafed Fruit 
The Sun, as from T]ayç/tean Banquet, turn'd 
His courre intended ; elle how had the World 
Inhabited, though finlefs, more then now, 
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heate ? 
Thefe changes in theHeav'ns,though flow,produc'd 
Like change on Sea and Land, riderai blaf, 
Vapour, and MifL and Exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and Pefilent : Now fromthe North 
Of Norumbega, and the 8amoed fhoar 
Burfing thir brazen Dungeon, armd with ice 
And fnow and haile and Rorrnie guf and flaw, 
Boreas and Cceciis and Atrgejtes loud 
And Tlra.ias rend the Woods and Seas upturn ; 
With adverfe blaft up-turns them from the South 
Notus and .4Jêr black with thundrous Clouds 
From Serra]iona ; thwart of thefe as tierce 
Forth ru(hthe Levant and the Ponent VVindes 
Ettrus and Z«pbir with thir lateral noife, 
sirocco, and Libeccbio. Thus began 
Outrage from livelefs things ; but Difcord firft 
Daughter of Sin, among th' irrational, 
Death introduc'd through tierce antipathie : 
Beaft now with Beaft gan war,&Fowle withFowle, 
'And Fith v,ith Fifla ; to graze the Herb ail leaving, 
Devourd each other ; nor ftood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled him, or with count'nance grim 
Glar'd on him paflïng : thefe were from without 
The growing miferies , which .4data faw 
Alreadie in part, though hid in gloolnief thade, 
To forrow abandond, but worfe felt within, 
And in a troubl'd 8ea of paflïon tof, 
Thus 
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Thus to disburd'n fought with lad complaint. 
O miferable of happie ! is this the end 
Of this new glorious World, and mee t'o late 
The Glory ofthat Glory, who now becom 
Accurf't of bleffed, hide me from the lace 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happinefs : yet well, ifhre would end 
The miferie, I deferv'd it, and would beare 
My own defervings ; but this will not ferve ; 
AI1 that I eate or drink, or fhall beget, 
Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Encreafe and multiply, 
Now death to heare ! for what can I encreafe 
Or multiplie, but curfes on my head ? 
Who of ail Ages to fucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe 
My Head, III rare our Ancef'tor impure, 
For this we may thank Idam; but his thanks 
8hall be the execration ; fo befides 
Mine own that bide upon me, ail from mee 
8hall with a tierce reflux on mee redound, 
On mee as on thir natural center light 
Heavie, though in thir place. O fleeting joyes 
Of Paradife, deare bought with laf'ting woes 
Did I requef't thee, Maker, from my Clay 
To mould me Man, did I follicite thee 
From darknefs to promote me, or here place 
In this delicious Garden ? as my Will 
Concurd not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duR, 
Defirous to refigne, and tender back 
Ail I receav'd, unable to performè 
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Thy terres too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I fought not. To the lors ofthat, 
Sufficient penaltie, why haft thou added 
The fenfe ofendlefs woes ? inexplicable 
Thy Juftice feems ; yet to fay truth, too late, 
I thus conteft ; then fhould have been refufd 
Thofe terres whatever, when they were propos'd: 
Thou didft accept them; wilt thou enjoy the good, 
Then cavil the conditions ? and though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what ifthy Son 
Prove difobedient, and reprov'd, retort, 
Wherefore didtt thou beget me ? I fought it not 
Wouldft thou adlnit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excufe ? yet him not thy ele&ion, 
But Natural neceflity begot. 
God ruade thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To ferre him, thy reward was of his grace, 
Thy punifhment thenjuftly is at his Will. 
Be it fo, for I fubmit, his doom is fair, 
That duft I ara, and flaall to duft returlae : 
O welcom hour whenever ! why delayes 
His hand to execute what his Decree 
Fixd on this day? why do I overlive, 
Why am I mockt with death, and length'nd out 
To deathlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet 
Mortalitie my fentence, and be Earth 
Infenfible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my Mothers lap ? there I fhould reft 
And fleep fecure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worfe 
To mee and to my ofspring would torment me 
With cruel expe&ation. Yet one doubt 
Purfues 
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Purfues me t&ill, leat& ail I cannot die, 
Leaft that pure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man 
Which God infpir'd, cannot together perilh 
With this corporeal Clod ; then in the Grave, 
Or in fome other difinal place, who knows 
But I lhall die aliving Death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true ! yet why ? it was but breath 
OfLifethat finn'd ; what dies but what had lire 
And fin ? the Bodie properly bath neithcr. 
I AII of me then flaall die : let this appeafe 
The doubt, rince humane reach no further knows. 
For though the Lord ofall be infinite, 
Is his wrauth alfo ? be it, man is not lb, 
But mortal doom'd. How can he exercife 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death lnUlt end? 
Can he make deathlefs Death ? that were to make 
Strange contradi&ion, which to God himfelf 
lmpoflïble is held, as Argument 
Ofweaknefs, not of Power. Will he, draw out, 
For angers fake, finite to infinite 
In punifht man, to fatisfie his rigour 
Satisfi'd never ; that were to extend 
His Sentence beyond duft and Natures Law, 
By which ail Caufes elle according till 
To the reception of thir matter a&, 
Not to th' extent of thir own Spheare. But l:ay 
That Death be not one ftroak, as I fuppos'd, 
Bereaving fenfe, but endlefs miferie 
From this day onward, which I feel begun 
Both in me, and without me, and to laR 
To perpetuitie ; Ay me, that fear 
Cornes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
N n On 
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On my detenflefs head ; both Death and I 
Ara found Eternal, and incorporate both, 
Nor I on my part fingle, in mee ail 
Potteritie Rands curR : Fair Patrimonie 
That I muft leave ye, Sons ; O were I able 
To wale it ail my fel; and leave ye none ! 
So difinherited how would ye blefs 
Me now your Curfe ! Ah,why lhould all man, k, ind 
For one mans fault thus guiltlefs be condemn d, 
Ifguiltlefs ? But from mee what can proceed,, 
But ail corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav d, 
Not to do onely, but to will the fame 
With me ? how can they acquitted fand 
In fight ofGod ? Him after all Difputes 
Forc't I abfolve : ail my evafions vain 
And reafonings,though throughMazes,leadsmeffill 
But to my own convi&ion : firf and laf 
On mee, mee onely, as the fourfe and fpring 
Of ail corruption, ail the blame lights due; 
So might the wrauth. Fond wifh ! couldf thou fup- 
That burden heavier then the Earth to bear, (port 
Then all the World much heavier, though divided 
With that bad Woman ? Thus what thou defir', 
And what thou fearfL alike defroyes ail hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miferable 
Beyond ail pafl example and future, 
To 8atan onely like both crime and doom. 
O Confcience, into what Abyfs offears 
And horrors haf thou driv'n me ; out ofwhich 
I find no way, ffom deep to deeper plung'd ! 
Thus ddam to himfelf lamented loud 
Through the fill Night, not now, as ere manfell, 
Whol- 
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Wholfom and cool, and mild, but with black Air 
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom, 
Which to his evil Confcience reprefented 
AIl things with double terror -. On the ground 
Outftretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs'd his Creation, Death as oft accus'd 
Oftardieexecution, rince denounc't 
The day of his offence. Why cornes not Death, 
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ftroke 
To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Juice Divine not haft'n to bejuft .e 
But Death cornes not at call, Juftice Divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for prayers or cries. 
O Woods, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales and Bowrs, 
VVith other echo late I taught your Shades 
To anfwer, and refound farr other Song. 
VVhom thus aflqi&ed when fad Eve beheld, 
Defolate where fhe rate, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his tierce paffion fhe affay'd ." 
But her with ftern regard he thus repell'd. 
Out of my fight, thou Serpent, that name beft 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thy felfas falfe 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy fhape, 
Like his, and colour Serpentine may fhew 
Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatures from thee 
Hen«eforth; leaft that too heav'nly form, pretended 
To hellifh falfhood, fnare them. But for thee 
I had perfifted happie, had not thy pride 
And wandring vanitie, when left was fafe, 
Rejec"ted my forewarning, and difdain'd 
Not to be trufted, longing to be feen 
Though by the Devil himfelf, him overweening 
Nn 2 To 
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-Fo over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 
Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, 
To trutt thee from my ride, imagin'd wife, 
Conttant, mature, proof againtt all affaults, 
And underttood not all was but a fhew 
Rather then folid vertu, all but a Rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 
More to the part tinilter from me drawn, 
Wcll if thrown out, as fupernumerarie 
To my jutt number found. O why did God, 
Creator wife, that peopl'd highett Heav'n 
With Spirits Mafculine, create at lait 
Fhis noveltie on Earth, this fair defe6t 
Of Nature, and not fill the World at once 
With Men as Angels without Feminine, 
Or find fome other way to generate 
Mankind ? this mifchief had not then befall'n, 
And more that fhall befall, innumerable 
Diflturbances on Earth through Femal fnares, 
And ttraight conjun&ion with this Sex : for either 
He never fhall find out fit Mate, but fuch 
As fome misfortune brings him, or mittake, 
Or whom he withes mott thall feldom gain 
Through her perverfenefs, but flaall fee her gaind 
By a fart worfe, or if the love, withheld 
By Parents, or his happiett choice too late 
Shall meet, alreadie linkt and Wedlock-bound 
'Fo a fell Adverfarie, his hate or fhame : 
\Vhich infinite calamitie fhall caufe 
To Humane life, and houfhold peace confound. 
lle added not, and from her turn'd, but E've 
Not fo repulft, with Tears that ceas'd not flowing, 
And 
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And treffes ail diforderd, at his feet 
Fell humble, and imbracing them, befaught 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 
Forfake me not thus,/Idam, witnefs Heav'n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 
I beare thee, and unweeting have offended, 
tlnhappilie deceav'd; thy fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees ; bereave me not, 
Whereon I lire, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counfel in this uttermoft difrefs, 
My onely frength and fay : forlorn of thee, 
Whither flaall I betake me, where fubfif ? 
While yet we lire, fcarfe one flaort hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning, 
As joyn'd in injuries, one enmitie 
Againft a Foe by doom exprefs aflîgn'd us, 
That cruel Serpent : On me exercife not 
Thy hatred for this tuilerie befall'n, 
On me already lot't, mee then thy felf 
More miferable ; both have fin'd, but thou 
Againt God onely, I againf God and thee, 
And to the place of judgement will return, 
There with my cries importune Heaven, that ail 
The fentence from thy head remov'd may light 
On me, fle caufe to thee of ail this woe, 
Mee mee onely juf obje& ofhis ire. 
She ended weeping, and her lowlie plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from "fault 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in ldam wraught 
Commiferation ; foon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life fo late and fole delight, 
Now at his feet fubmiflîve in difrefs, 
Cre a- 
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Creature fo faire his reconcilement feeking, 
His counfel whom fhe had difpleas'd, his aide ; 
As one difarm'd, his anger ail he loft, 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her foon. 
L1 nwarie, and too defirous, as before, 
So now ofwhat tbou knowf not, who defir'f 
The punifhment ali on thy felf; alas, 
Beare thine own firf, ill able to fuftaine 
His full wrauth whofe thou feelf as yet le9t part, 
And my difpleafure bearft fo ill. IfPrayers 
Could alter high Decrees, I to that place 
Would fpeed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be vifited, 
Thy frailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv'n, 
To me committed and by me expos'd. 
But rife, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elfewhere, but 9trive 
In oflaces of Love, how we may light'n 
Each others burde/a in our fhare ofwoe ; 
Since this days Death denounc't, ifought I fee, 
Will prove no fudden, but a flow-pac't evill, 
A long days dying to augment our paine, 
And to out Seed (O haplefs Seed !) deriv'd. 
To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, repli'd. 
4dam, by fad experiment I know 
How little weight rny words with thee can finde, 
Found to erroneous, thence by juf event 
Found fo unfortunate ; neverthelefs, 
Reftor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
 Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine 
Thy Love, the fole contentment of my heart, 
Living or dying from thee I will not hide 
What 
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What thoughts in my unquiet breft are ris'n, 
Tending to foin relief of our extremes, 
Or end, though harp and lad, yet tolerable, 
As in our evils, and of eatier choice. 
If care of our defcent perplex us mort, 
Which muft be born to certain woe, devourd 
By Death at lait, and miferable it is 
To be to others caufe of mifery. 
Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring 
lnto this curfed World a woful Race, 
That after wretched Lire muft be at laf 
Food for tb foule a Monfter, in thy power 
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent 
The Race unbleft, to being y et unbcgot. 
Childlefs thou art, Childlefs remaine : 
So Death fhall be deceav'd his glut,and with us two 
Be forc'd to fatisfie his Rav'nous Maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain 
From Loves due Rites, Nuptial embraces fweet, 
And with defire to languith without hope, 
Before the prefent obje6t languifhing 
With like defire, which would be miferie 
And torment lefs then none of what we dread, 
-Fhen both our felves and Seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make fhort, 
Let us feek Death, or hee not found, fupply 
With our own hands his Office on our felves ; 
Why ftand we longer fhivering under feares, 
"l'hat fhew no end but Death, and have the power, 
Of many wayes to die the fhortet choofing, 
Detru&ion 
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, Deftruc"tion with deftruc"tion to deftroy. 
She ended heer, or vehement defpaire 
Broke offthe reft ; fo much ofDeath her thoughts 
Had entertaind, as di'd her Cheeks with pale. 
But /ldam with fuch counfel nothing fway'd, 
To better hopes his more attentive minde 
Labouring had rais'd, and thus to Evê repli'd. 
Eve, thy contempt of life and pleafure feems 
To argue in thee fomthing more fublime 
And excellent then what thy minde contemnes ; 
But felf-deftru6tion therefore faught, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 
Not t hy contempt, but anguilh and regret 
For lors of life and pleafure overlov'd. 
Or ifthou covet death, as utmoPc end 
Of miferie, fo thinking to evade 
The penaltie pronounc't, doubt not but God 
Hath wifelier arm'd his vengeful ire then fo 
To be foreftall'd ; much more I fear leaft Death 
So fnatcht will not exempt us from the paine 
We are by doom to pay ; rather fuch ac"ts 
Of contumacie will provoke the higheft 
To make death in us live : Then let us feek 
Som fafer refolution, which methinks 
I have in view,calling to minde with heed 
Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed fhall bruire 
The Serperts head ; piteous amends, unlefs 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand Foe 
satan, who in the Serpent hath contriv'd 
Againft us this deceit : to crufh his head 
Would be revenge indeed ; which will be loft 

By 
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By death brought on our felves, or childlefs days 
Refolv'd, as thou propofef ; fo our Foe 
Shall fcape his punifhment ordain'd, and wee 
Infead fhall double ours upon out head. 
No more be rnention'd then of violence 
Againf out felves, and wilful barrennefs 
That cuts us off" from hope, and favours onely 
Rancor and pride, impatience and de£pite, 
Reluc"tance againf God and his j uf yoke 
Laid on out Necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrauth or reviling ; wee expeced 
Immediate diffolution, which we thought 
Was meant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child-bearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth, foon recompenc't with joy, 
Fruit of thy Womb : On mee the Curfe aflope 
Glanc'd on the ground, with labour I muf earne 
My bread ; what harm ? Idlenefs had bin worfe ; 
My labour will fufain me ; and leaf Cold 
Or Heat fhould injure us, his timely care 
Hath unbefaught provided, and his hands 
Cloath'd us unworthie, pitying while he judg'd ; 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and bis heart to pitie incline, 
And teach us further by what means to fhun 
Th' inclement Seafons, Rain, Ice, Hall and Snow, 
Which now t he Skie with variousFace begins 
To fhew us in this Mountain, while the Wind» 
Blow moift and keen, fhattering the graceful locks 
Ofthefe fair fpreading Trees ; which bids us feek 
O o Som 
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Som better fhroud, fom better warmth to cherifh 
Our Limbs benumm'd, ere this diurnal Starr 
Leave cold the Night, how we his gather'd beams 
Refle&ed, may with matter fere foment, 
Or by collifion of two bodies grinde 
The Air attrite to Fire, as late the Clou& 
JufHing or pufht with Winds rude in thir fhock 
Tine the fiant Lightning, w hofe thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, (down 
And rends a COlnfortable heat from farr, 
Which might fupply the Sun : fuch Fire to ufe, 
And what may elle be remedie or cure 
To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought, 
Hee will infruc% us praying, and of Grace 
Befeeching him, fo as we need not fear 
Fo pals commodioufly this lire, fufain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
'In duf, our final ref and native home. 
,i What better can we do, then to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, profrate fall 
Before him reverent, and there confefs 
Humbly our taults, and pardon beg, with tears 
VVatering the ground, and with out fighs the Air 
Frequenting, fet ri'oto hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his difpleafure ; in whofe look ferene, 
VVhen angry mof he feem'd and mof fevere, 
VVhat elle but favor, grace, and mercie fhon ? 
So fpake our Father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt lefs remorfe : they forthwith to the place 
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Repairing where hejudg'd them proftrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confefs'd 
Humbly t hir faults, and pardon beg'd, with tears 
VVatering the ground, and with thir fighs the Air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Offorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
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Hus they in lowliePt plight repentant' 
Praying, for from the Mercie-feat: 
above': 
Prevenient Grace defcending had re-! 

mov'd i 
The fonie from thir hearts, and made new flefh 
Regenerat grow infead, that fighs now breath'd 
Unutterable, which the Spirit ofprayer 
Infpir'd,and wing'd for Heav'n with fpeedier flight 
Then loudef Oratorie : yet thir port 
Not ofmean fuiters, nor important lefs 
Seem'd thir Petition, then when th' ancient Pair 
:In Fables old, lefs ancient yet then thefe, 
Deucalion and chaPte Pyrrba to reftore 
The Race ofMankind drownd, before the Shrine 
Of-bemis ftood devout. To Heav'n thir prayers 
' Flew 
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Flew up, nor mifsd the way, by envious winde» 
Blow'n vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafsd 
Dimentionlefs through Heav'nly dores ; then clad 
With incenfe, where the Golden Altar fum'd, 
By thir great Interceffor, came infight 
Before the Fathers Throne : Them the glad Son 
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 
See Father, what firft fruits on Earth are fprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, thefe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenfer, mixt 
With Incenfe, I thy Prieft before thee bring_, 
Fruits of more pleafing favour from thy ted 
Sow'n with contrition in his heart, then thofe 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees 
Of Paradife could have produc't, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine eare 
To fupplication, heare his fighs though mute; 
Hnskilful with what words to pray, let mee, 
Interpret for him, mee his Advoate 
And propitiation, tll his works on mee 
Good or not good ingraft, my Merit thofe 
Shall perfet, and for thefe my Death fhall pay. 
Accept me, and in mee from thefe receave 
The fmell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee reconcil'd, at leaft his days 
Numberd,though fad, till Death, his doom(which I 
To mitigate thus plead,not to reverfe) 
Fo better lire thall yeeld him, where with mee 
All my redeemd may dwell in joy and blifs, 
Made one with me as I with thee am one. 
To whom the Father, without Cloud,ferene. 
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtaip, 

2O 

3 ° 

4O 



Book io. Paradi lajct. 

Obtain, ail thy requeft was my Decree : 
But longer in that Paradife to dwell, 
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Thofe pure immortal Elements that know 
No grofs, no unharmoneous mixture foule, 
Ejec2 him tainted now, and purge him off 
As a diftemper, grofs to aire as grofs, 
And mortal food, as may difpofe him beft 
For diffolution wrought by Sin, that firft 
Diftemperd ail things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at firft with two fair gifts 
Created him endowd, with Happinefs 
And Immortalitie : that fondly lori, 
This other ferv'd but to eternize woe ; 
Till I provided Death ; fo Death becomes 
His final remedie, and after Lire 
Tri'd in fharp tribulation, and refin'd 
By Faith and faithful works, to fecond Life, 
Wak't in the renovation of thejuf, 
Refignes him up with Heav'n and Earth renewd. 
But let us call to Synod ail the Bleft 
Through Heav'nswidebounds; from them I will not 
My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed, (hide 
As how with peccant Angels late they faw; 
And in thir ftate,though firm,ftood more confirmd. 
He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Minifter that watchd, hee blew 
His Trumpet, heard in Oreb rince perhaps 
When God defcended, and perhaps once more 
To round at general doom. Th' Angelic blaft 
Filld ail the Regions : from thir blifsful Bowrs 
Of lmarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring,  
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By the waters of Lire, where ere t hey fate 
In fellowfhips of joy : the Sons of Light 
Hafted, reforting to the Summons high, 
And took thir Seats ; till from his Throne fupream 
Th' Almighty thus pronounc'd his fovran Will. 
O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both Good and Evil, rince his tarte 
Of that defended Fruit ; but let him boat 
His knowledge of Good loft, and Evil got, 
Happier, had it fuffic'd him to have known 
Good by it felf, and Evil not at ail. 
He forrows now, repents, and prayes contrite, 
My motions in him, longer then they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self-left. Leaft therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Lire, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at leatt to live 
For ever, to remove him I decree, 
And fend him from the Garden forth to Till 
The Ground whence he was taken, fitter folle. 
OEicbael, this my beheft have thou in charge, 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 
Thychoice of flaming Warriours, leaft the Fiend 
Or inbehalfof Man, or to invade 
Vacant poffeffion fom new trouble raife : 
Haft thee, and from the Paradife of God 
Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair, 
From hallowd ground th' unholie, and denounce 
To them and to thir Progenie from thence 
Perpetual banifhment. Yet leaft they faint 
At the fad Sentence rigoroufly urg'd, 
For I behold them foR'nd and with tears 
Bewail- 
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Bewailing thir excefs, ail terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, 
Difnaifs them not difconfolate ; reveale 
To ./Idam what flaall corne in future dayes, 
As I flaall thee enlighten, intermix 
My Cov'nant in the Womans feed renewd ; 
So rend them forth,though forrowing,yet in peace : 
And on thê Eaft ride of the Garden place, 
Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbes, 
Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame 
Wide waving, ail approach farr off to fright, 
And guard ail paffage to the Tree of Lire : 
Leaft Paradife a receptacle prove 
-Fo Spirits foule, and ail my Trees thir prey, 
With whofe ftol'n Fruit Man once more to delude. 
He ceas'd ; and th' Archangelic Power prepar'd 
For fwift defcent,with him the Cohort bright 
Ofwatchful Cherubim ; four faces each 
Had, like a double anus, all thir flaape 
Spangl'd with eyes more numerous then thofe 
Of Irgus, and more wakeful then to drouze, 
Charm'd with rcadian Pipe, the Paftoral Reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 
To refalute the World with facred Light 
Leucothea wak'd, and with frefh dews ilnbalmd 
The Earth, when Idam and firfl: Matron Eve 
Had ended now thir Orifons,and round, 
Strength added from above, new hope to fpring 
Out of defpaire, joy, but with fear yet linkt ; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renewd. 
Eve, eafily may Faith adroit, that ail 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav'n defcends 
But 
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But that from us ought thould afcend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concerne the mind 
OfGod high-blelt, or to incline lais will, 
Hard to belief may feem ; yet this will Prayer, 
Or one thort figh of humane breath, up-borne 
Ev'n to the Seat of God. For rince I faught 
By Prayer th' offended Deitie to appeafe, 
Kneel'd and belote him humbl'd all my heart, 
Methought I faw him placable and mild, 
Bending his eare ; perfwafion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour ; peace returnd 
Home to my brelt, and to my melnorie 
His promife, that thy Seed thall bruife our Foe ; 
Which then not minded in difinay, yet now 
Affures me that the bitternefs of death 
ls palt, and we thall lire. Whence Haile to thee, 
Eve rightlycall'd, Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of all things living, rince by thee 
Man is to lire, and all things lire for Man. 
To whom thus Eve with lad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthie I fuch title thould belong 
To me tranfgreffour, who for thee ordaind 
A help, became thy fnare ; to lnee reproach 
Rather belongs, dittruft and ail difpraife: 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
Tl'..at I who firR brought Death on ail, ana grac't 
T,c tb'arfe of lire ; next favourable thou, 
Who highly thus to entitle me voutfaf'ft, 
Farr othcr .;ame deferving. But the Field 
To labour calls us now with fweat impos'd, 
Though al'ter fleeplefs Night ; for fee the Morn, 
Ail unconcern'd with out unreft, begins 
P p Her 
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Her rofie progrefs fmiling ; let us forth, 
I never from thy ride henceforth to ffray, 
Wherere our days work lies, though now enjoind 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilfom in thefe pleafant Walkes ? 
Here let us live, though in fall'n ffate, content. 
So (pake, fo wifh'd much-b umbl'd Eve, but Fate 
Subfcrib'd hot ; Nature firff gave Signs, impreff 
On Bird, Bea,Aire, Aire fuddenly eclips'd 
After lhort blu[h of Morn ; nigh in her fight 
I The Bird ofove, oopt from his aerie tour, 
Two I3irds ofgayeçt plume before him drove : 
Down from a Hill the Bea that reigns in Woods, 
Fir Hunter then, purt'u'd a gentle brace, 
[Goodlieff of all the Forre, Hart and Hinde ; 
Dire& to th' Eaffern Gate was bent thir flight. 
tdam obferv'd, and with his Eye the chafe 
Purfuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus fpake. 
0 tve, fome furder change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav'n by thefe mute figns in Nature Ihews 
Forerunners of his purpot'e, or to warn 
Iris haply too fecure ofour difcharge 
From penaltie, becaufe from death relea 
Some days ; how long, and what till then our lire, 
Who knows, or more then this, that we are duff, 
And thither mu return and be no more. 
VVhy elle this double obje& in our fight 
Offlight purfu'd in th' Air and ore the ground 
One wa,¢ the felf-fame hour ? why in the Eaff 
Darknefs ere Dayes raid-courre,and Morning light 
More orient in yon VVeern Cloud that draws 
O're the blew Firmament a radiant white, 
And 
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And flow defcends,with fomthing heav'nlyfraught. 
He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly Bands 
Down from a Skie of Jafper lighted now 
In Paradife,andon a Hill made ait, 
A glorious Apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd ¢dams eye. 
Not that aore glorious, when the Angels met 
acob in Maanaim, where he faw 
The field Pavilion'd with his Guardians bright ; 
Nor that which on the flaming Mount appeerd 
In Dotlan, cover'd with a Camp of Fire, 
Againf the syrian King,who to furprize 
i One man, Affafl]n-like had levied Warr, 
Warr unproclam d. The Princely Hierarch 
In thir bright f[and, there left his Powers to feife 
Poffcflïon of the Gardcn; hee alone, 
To finde where ¢dam fhelterd, took his way, 
Not unperceav'd of.4dam, who to Eve, 
While the great Vifitant approachd,thus fpake. 
Eve, now expe& great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will foon determin, or impofe 
New Laws to be oberv'd ; for I defcrie 
From yonder blazing Cloud that veils the Hill 
One of t he heav'nly Hoft, and by his Gate 
None of the meaneft, fome great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, fuch Majeftie 
Invefts him coming; yet not terrible, 
That ! fhould fear, nor fociably mild, 
As Rap]ael, that I fhould much confide, 
But folemn and fublime, whom not to offend, 
With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire. 
He ended ; and th' Arch-Angel foon drew nîgh, 
P p 2 Not 
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!Not in his lChape Celeftial, but as Man 
24o'Clad to meet Man; over his lucid Armes 
A militarie VeR of purple flowd 
Livelier then 6¢«lia, an, or the graine 
Of 8arra, worn by Kings and Hero's old 
In time ofTruce ; Iris had dipt the wooff; 
His ttarrie Hehne unbuckl'd fhew'd him prime 
In Manhood where Youth ended ; by his ride 
As in a glittering Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear. 
/Idam bowd low, hee Kingly from his State 
'5 o lnclin'd hot, but his coming thus declar'd. 
/Idam, Heav'ns high beheft no Preface needs : 
I Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by fentence when thou didlt tranfgrefs, 
Defeated of his feifure many dayes 
I Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou may'flt repent, 
 And one bad a& with many deeds well done 
I Mayft cover : well may then thy Lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claime 
I But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
260: Permits not ; to renaove thee I ana corne, 
And fend thee from tbe Garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou watt tak'n, fitter Soile. 
He added hot, for/Idam at the newes 
Heart-ltrook with chilling gripe of forrow ltood 
That all lais fenfes bound ; Eve, who unfeen 
i Yet all had heard, with audible lainent 

Difcover'd foon the place ofher retire. 
0 unexfpe&ed ftroke, worfe then of Death! 
Muft I thus leave thee Paradife ? thus leave 
Thee Native Soile, thefe happie Walks and Shades, 
Fit 
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Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend, 
0Gilet though lad, the refpit ofthat day 
That rouit be mortal to us both. O flours, 
That never will in other Climate grow, 
My early vifitation, and my lait 
At Eev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firlt op'ning bud, and gave ye Names, 
Who now fhall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke 
Your Tribes, and water from th' ambrofial Fount ? 
Thee laltly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 
With what to fight or finell was fweet ; from thee 
How l'hall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower World, to this obfcure 
And wilde, how flmll we breath in other Aire 
I.efs pure, accultomd to immortal Fruits ? 
Whom thus the Angel interrupted milde. 
Lainent not Eve, but patiently retigne 
What jultly thou hat lolt ; nor let thy heart, 
Thus over fond, on that which is not thine ; 
I Thy going i not lonely, with thee goes 
Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native foile. 
.4data by thi from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering, and his fcatterd fpirits returnd, 
To Micbael thus his humble words addrefsd. 
Celeltial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the Higheft, for fuch ofl'hape may feem 
Prince above Princes, gently halt thou tould 
Thy meffage, which might elle in telling wound, 
And in performing end us; what befides 
Offorrow and deje:'don and defpair 
'Our frailtie can fultain, thy tidings bring, 
Depar- 
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Departure from this happy place, our fweet 
]Recefs, and onely confolation left 
Familiar to our eyes, ail places elle 
Inhofpitable appeer and defolate, 
Nor knowing us nor known : and ifby prayer 
Inceffant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who ail things can, I would not ceafe 
31 o To wearie him with my affiduous cries : 
But prayer againti his abfolute Decree 
No more availes then breath againft the winde, 
Blown ftifling back on him that breaths it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I fubmit. 
This mort atI-li&s me, that departing hence, 
As from his face I l'hall be hid, deprivd 
His bleffed count'nance ; here I could frequent, 
,With worfhip, place by place where he voutfaf'd 
Prefence Divine, and to my Sons relate ; 
3 2o,,On this Mount he appeerd, under this Tree 
Stood vifible, among thefe Pines his voice 
I heard, here with him at this Fountain talk'd : 
So many grateful Altars I would reare 
Of graffie Terfe, and pile up every Stone 
Ofluftre from the brook, in memorie, 
Or monument to Ages, and thereon 
Offer fweet fmelling Gumms & Fruits and Flours: 
In yonder nether World where fhall I feek 
His bright appearances, or footftep trace ? 
33 ° For though I fled him angrie, yet recall'd 
To lire prolongd and promisd Race, I now 
I Gladly behold though but his utmoR skirts 
I Of glory, and farr off his fteps adore. 
I To whom thus licbaelwith regard benigne. 
I 
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Idam, thou know'R Heav'n his, and ail the Earth, 
Not this Rock onely ; his Omniprefence fills 
Land, Sea, and Aire, and every kinde that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual power and warmd : 
Ail th' Earth he gave thee to poffefs and rule, 
No defpicable gift ; furmife hOt then 
His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confin'd 
Of Paradife or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy Capital Seate, from whence had fpred 
All generations, and had hither corne 
From all the ends of th' Earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee thir great Progenitor. 
But this proeeminence thou haR loR, brought down 
To dwell on eeven ground now with thy Sons: 
Yet doubt not but in Vallie and in Plaine 
God is as here, and will be round alike 
Prefent, and of his prefence many a figne 
Still following thee, Rill compaflïng thee round 
With goodnefs and paternal Love, his Face 
Exprefs, and ofhis Reps the track Divine. 
Which that thou mayR beleeve, and be confirmd, 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am fent 
To fhew thee what fhall corne in future dayes 
To thee and to thy Ofspring; good with bad 
Expe& to hear, fupernal Grace contending 
With finfulnefs of Men ; thereby to learn 
-Frue patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious forrow, equally enur'd 
By moderation either Rate to beare, 
Profperous or adverfe : fo fhalt thou lead 
SafeR thy life, and bel prepar'd endure 
Thy mortal paflage when it cornes. Afcend 
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This Hill ; let Eve (for I have drencht her eyes) 
Here fleep below while thou to forefight wak'R, 
As once thou flepft, while Shee to lire was formd. 
To whom thus Ad«m gratefully repli'd. 
Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Guide, the path 
Thou lead'ft lne, and to the hand ofHeav'n fubmit 
However chaft'ning, to the evil turne 
My obviotas brea, arming to overcom 
By fuffering, and earne reft from labour won, 
If fo I may attain. So both afcend 
In the Vifions of God : It was a Hill 
Of Paradite the highett, from whofe top 
The Hemifphere of Earth in cleerett Ken 
Stretcht out to ampleft reach ofprofpe lay. 
Not higher that Hill nor wider looking round, 
Wher.on for different caufe the Ternpter let 
Our fecond Adam in the Wildernefs, 
To fhew him all Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory. 
His Eye might there command wherever ttood 
City of old or modern Faine, the Seat 
Of mightiett Empire, from the defltind Walls 
Of Cambalu, feat of cathaian tan 
And 8amarclaandby Oxus, 7"emirs Throne, 
To Paquin of 8inoean Kings, and thence 
To Agra and Lalaor of great Mogul 
Down to the golden cherfoneJè, or where 
Fhe Perjïan in Ecbatan rate, or rince 
In Hifpalaan, or where the Ruban Kfar 
In M0fi0, or the Sultan in Bizance, 
7"urclaejtan-born ; nor could his eye not ken 
Th' Empire ofNegus to his utmott Port 
Ercoco and the lefs Maritine Kings 
Mombaza 
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Mombaza, and iloa, and Melind, 
And Sofala thought Opbir, to the Reahne 
Of Congo, and ¢ngola fardett South ; 
Or thence from NigerFlood to ¢tlas Mount 
The Kingdoms of ¢lmanfor, Fez and Sus, 
Marocco and llgiers, and Tremifen ; 
On Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 
The VVorld : in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw 
Rich Mexico the feat of Motezume, 
And cufco in Peru, the richer feat 
Of ¢taba.lipa, and yet unfpoil'd 
Guiana, whofe great Citie Geryons Sons 
Call ElDorado : but to nobler fights 
Mzcbael from ¢dams eyes the Fihne remov'd 
VVhich that faire Fruit that promis'd clearer fight 
Had bred ; then purg'd with Euphrafie and Rue 
The vitual Nerve, tor he had much to fee ; 
And from the VVell of Lire three drops inttill'd. 
So deep the power ofthefe Ingredients pierc'd, 
Eevn to the inmoPc feat of mental fight, 
That ¢dam now enforc't to clore his eyes, 
Sunk down and all his Spirits became intrantt : 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd. 
,¢dam, now ope thine eyes, and firft behold 
Th'effe&s which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpringfromthee, who never touch'd 
Th' excepted Tree, nor with the Snake confpir'd, 
Nor finn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 
His eyes he op'nd, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were Sheaves 
O...q New 
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New reapt, the other part fheep-walks and foulds ; 
Ith' midft an Altar as the Land-mark ftood 
Ruftic, of gratfie lord; thither anon 
A fweatie Reaper from his Tillage brought 
Firft Fruits,the green Eare, and the yellow Sheaf, 
Hncull'd, as came to hand; a Shepherd next 
More meek came with the Firftlings of his Flock 
Choiceft and beft ; then facrificing, laid 
The Inwards and thir Fat, with Incenfe ftrew'd, 
On the cleft Wood, and ail due Rites perform'd. 
His Offring foon propitious Fire from Heav'n 
Confitm'd with nimble glance,and grateful fteame; 
The others not, for his was not fincere ; 
Whereat hëe inlie rag'd, and as they talk'd, 
Smote him into the Midriff with a ftone 
That beat out lire ; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groand out his Soul with gufhing bloud effus'd. 
Much at that fight was 4dam in his heart 
Difmai'd,and thus in hafte to th' Angel cri'd. 
O Teacher, fome great mifchief bath befall'n 
To that meek man, who well had facrific'd ; 
ls Pictie thus and pure Devotion paid ? 
T' whom Micbaelthus, hee altb mov'd, repli'd. 
Thcfe txvo are Brethren, 4dam, and to corne 
Out ofthy loyns ; th' unjuft the juft bath flain, 
For envie that his Brotlaers Offering round 
From Hcav'n acceptance ; but the bloodie Fa6t 
Will be aveng'd, and th' others Faith approv'd 
Loofe no reward, though here thou fee hirn die, 
Rowling in duft and gore. To which our Sire. 
Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe ! 
But have I now feen Death ? Is this the way 
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I muf't return to native dul ? O fight 
Ofterrour,. foui and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, hoxv horrible to feel ! 
To whom thus ,'ic/aael. Death tbou hat feen 
In his firf't fhape on man ; but many flaapes 
Of Death, and many are the wayes that lead 
Fo his grim Cave, all difmal; yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th' entrance then within. 
8ome, as thou faw'f't, by violent f'troke fhall die, 
By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more 
In Meats and Drinks, whicb on the Earth flal bring 
Difeafes dire, ofwhich a monftrous crew 
Before thee fhall appear ; that thou mayf't know 
What tuilerie th' inabf'tinence of£vae 
8hall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeard, lad, noyfom, dark, 
A Lazar-houfe it feemd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of ail difeas'd, ail maladies 
Ofgaf'tly Spafin, or racking torture, qualmes 
Ofheart-fick Agonie, ail feavorous kinds, 
Convulfions, Epilepfies, tierce Catarrhs, 
Intetin 8tone and tllcer, Colic pangs, 
Dropfies, and Af'thma's, and Joint-racking Rheums. 
Dire was the tofling, deep the groans, delair 
Tended the fick bufief't from Couch to Çouch ; 
And over them triumphant Death his Dart 
Shook, but delaid to f'trike, though oft invok't 
With vows, as thir chiefgood, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of Rock could long 
Drie-ey'd behold ? Ædam could not, but wept, 
Though not of \goman born ; compaffion quell'd 
His bef't of Man, and gave him up to tears 
Q._q 2 A 
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A fpace, til! firmer thoughts refraind excefs, 
And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd. 
O miferable Mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched fate referv'd ! 
Better end heer unborn. Why is life giv'n 
To be thus wrefed from us? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who ifwe knew 
What we receive, vould either not accept 
Life offer'd, or foon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be fo difmif in peace. Can thus 
Th' Image of God in man created once 
So goodly and ere&, though faultie rince, 
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas't 
U nder inhuman pains? Why flaould not Man, 
Retaining fill Divine fimilitude 
In part, froln fuch deformities be free, 
And for his Makers Image fake exempt ? 
Thir Makers Irnage, anfwerd Midoae], t]en 
Forfook them, when themfelves they villifi'd 
To ferve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His hnage whom they ferv'd, a brutifla vice, 
Indu&ire mainly to the tin of Eve. 
Therefore fo abjec'-t is thir puniflament, 
Disfiguring hot Gods likenefs, but thir own, 
Or ifhis likenefs, by themfelves defac't 
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules 
-Fo loathfom ficknefs, worthily, rince they 
Gods h'nage did not reverence in themfelves. 
I yeild it juft, faid Idam, and fubmit. 
But is there yet no other way,befides 
Thefe painful paffages, how we may corne 
To Death, and mix with out connatural dur ? 
- There 
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There is, laid Michael, if thou well obferve 
The rule ofnot too much, by temperance taught 
In what thou eatft and drinkft, feeking from thence 
Due nourifhment, not gluttonous delight, 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So maift thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop 
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eafe 
Gatherd, not harhly pluckt, for death mature : 
This is old age ; but then thou muft outlive 
Thyyouth, thy ftrength, thy beauty, which will 
To witherd weak & gray; thy Senfes then (change 
Obture, ail tare ofpleafure muft forgoe, 
To what thou haft, and for the Aire of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne 
A melancholly damp of cold and dry 
To waigh thy fpirits down, and laft confume 
The Balme of Lire. To whom our Anceftor. 
Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong 
Lire much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireft and eafieft of this combrous charge, 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 
Of rendring up. Micaelto him repli'd. 
Nor love thy Lire, nor hate; but what thou livft 
Live well, how long or fhort permit to Heav'n : 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 
He lookd and faw a fpacious Plaine, whereon 
Were Tents of various hue ; by fome were her& 
OfCattel grazing: others, whence the çound 
Of Inftruments that ruade melodious chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ ; and who moovd 
Thir ftoos and chords was feen : his volant touch 
Inftin6t through ail proportions low and high 
Fled 
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Fled and purfu'd tranfverfe the refonant fugue. 
In other part ftood one who at the Forge 
Labouring, two maflîe clods of Iron and Brafs 
Had melted (whether round where cafual tire 
Had wafl:ed woods on Mountain or in Vale, 
Down to the veins of Earth, thence gliding hot 
To fore Caves mouth, or whether walht by ftream 
Front underground) the liquid Ore he dreind 
lnto fit moulds prepar'd ; from which he formd 
Firfk lais own Tooles; then, what might elle be 
Fulil or grav'n in mettle. After thefe, (wrought 
But on the hether ride a different fort 
Front the high neighbouring Hills, which was thir 
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Down to the Plain defcended : by thir guife (Seat, 
]'uf men they feemd, and all thir fudy bent 
o worfhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thofe things lof which might preferve 
Freedom and Peace to men : they on the Plain 
Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behold 
.A Beavieoffair Women, richly gay 
In Geins and wanton drefs ; to the Harp they fung 
Sort amorous Ditties, and in dance came on : 
The Men though grave, ey'd them, and let thir eyes 
Rove without rein, ti!l in the amorous Net 
Faf caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chofe 
And now of love they treat till th' Eevning Star 
Loves Harbinger appeerd ; then all in heat 
They light the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then firf to marriage Rites invok't; 
With Feaft and Mufick all the Tents refound. 
Such happy interview and fair event 
Of love & youth hot loti:, Songs, Garlands, Flours, 
.And 
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And charming Symphonies attach'd the heart 
Of ztdam, foon enclin'd to adroit delight, 
The bent of Nature ; which he thus exprefs'd. 
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel blett, 
Much better feems this Vifion, and more hope 
i Ofpeaceful dayes portends, then thofe two patt; 
Thofe were ofhate and death, or pain much worfe, 
i Here Nature feems fulfilld in all her ends. 
To whom thus MictaaeL Judg not what is bett 
By pleafure, though to Nature feeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holie and pure, conformitie divine. 
Thofe Tents thou fawft fo pleafant,were the-Fents 
Ofwickednefs, wherein fhall dweI1 his Race 
Who flew his Brother ; ttudious they appere 
Of Arts that polifh Lire, Inventers rare, 
tlnmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit 
-Faught them, but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yet they a beauteous ofspring fhall beget ; 
For that fair femal Troop thou fawtt, that feemd 
Of Goddeffes, fo blithe, fo finooth, fo gay, 
Yet empty of all good wherein conflits 
Womans domeftic honour and chier praife ; 
Bred onely and completed to the tatte 
Qfluttful appetence, to ring, to dance, 
To drefs, and troule the Tongue, and roule the Eye. 
To thefe that fober Race ofMen, whofe lires 
Religious titl'd theln the Sons of God, 
Shall yeild up all thir vertue, ail thir faine 
Ignobly, to the traines and to the fmiles 
Ofthefe fair Atheitts, and now fwim injoy, 
(Erelong to fwim at larg) and laugh ; for which 
Th 
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The world erelong a world of tears lnuft weepe. 
To whom thus /Idam offhort joy bereft. 
O pittie and fhame, that they who to live well 
Enterd fo taire, fhould turn aride to tread 
Paths indirec'Tt, or in the raid way faint ! 
' But ftill I fee the tenor of Mans vvoe 
Holds on the faine, from Woman to begin. 
Fron, aMans effeminate flacknefs it begins, 
Said th Angel, who flaould better hold his place 
I By wifdolne, and fuperiour gifts receavd. 
But now prepare thee for another Scene. 
He lookd and faw wide Territorie fpred 
Before him, Town, and rural works between, 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs, 
Concourf in Arms, tierce Faces threatning Warr, 
Giants ofmightie Bone, and bould emprife ; 
Part wield thir Arms,part courb the foaming Steed, 
Single or in Array of Battel rang'd 
Both Horfe and Foot, nor idely muftring ftood  
One way a Band feledt from forage drives 
A herd of Beeves, taire Oxen and faire Kine 
From a fat Meddow ground ; or fleecy Flock, 
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine, 
Thir Bootie ; fcarce with Lire the Shepherds flye, 
But call in aide, which tacks a bloody Fray ; 
With cruelTournament the Squadrons joine ; 
Where Cattle paftur'd late, now fcatterd lies 
With CarcaflC and Arms th' enfanguind Field 
Deferted : Others to a Citie ftrong 
Lay Siege, encampt ; by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, 
Aflultifig ; others,from the Wall defend 
With Dart and Jav lin, 8tones and fulfurous Fire ; 
On 
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On each hand flaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the fcepter'd Haralds call 
To Cou.cil in the Citie Gates : anon 
Grey-headed men and grave, with Warriours mixt, 
A ffemble, and Harangues are heard, but thon | 
In fa6tious oppofition, till at laft 166° 
Ofmiddle Age one rifing, eminent 
In wife deport, fpake much of Right and Wrong, 
Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, 
And Judgement from above : him old and young 
Exploded,and had feiz'd with violent hands, 
Had nota Cloud defcending fnatch'd him thence 
Unfeen anaid the throng : fo violence 
Proceeded, and Oppreffion, and Sword-Law 
Through ail the Plain, and refuge none was round. 
ldam was ail in tears, and to his guide 67o 
Lamenting turnd full lad ; O what are thefe, 
:Deaths Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death 
!Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thou£and fould the fin of him who flew 
His Brother ; for of" whom fuch maffacher 
Make they but of" thir Brethren, men of" men ? 
But who was that Juf Man, whom had not Heav'n 
Refcu'd, had in his Righteou£nefs bin lof ? 
To whom thus Michael ; Thefe are the produ 
Of thofe ill-mated Marriages thou fawf ; 68o 
Where good with bad were matcht, who o£them- 
Abhor tojoyn; and by imprudence mixt, (felves 
Produce prodigious Births ofbodie or mind. 
Such were thefe Giants, men of" high renown ; 
For in thofe dayes Might onely fhall be adroit'd, 
And Valour and Heroic Vertu call'd ; 
R r To 
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Fo overcome in Battel, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaughter, (hall be held the higheft pitch 
Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done 
Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great Conquerours, 
Patrons of Mankind, Gods,and Sons of Gods, 
Deftroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
Thus Fame fhall be achiev'd, renown on Earth, 
And what mort merits lame in filence hid. 
But hee the feventh from thee, whom thou beheldft 
The onely righteous in a World perverfe, 
And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
With Foes for daring fingle to be jutt, 
And utter odious Truth, that God would come 
Tojudge them with hi Saints: Him the moft High 
Rapt in a bahnie Cloud with winged Steeds 
Did, as thou fawtt, reçeave, to walk with God 
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifs, 
Exempt from Death; to fhew thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reft what punifhment ; 
Which no« dire& thine eyes and foon behold. 
He look'd,& faw the face ofthings quite chang'd; 
The brazen Throat of Warr had ceaft to oar, 
AIl now was turn'd to jollitie and game, 
To luxurie and riot, feaft and dance, 
Marrying or proftituting, as befell , 
Rape or Adulterie, where paflîng faire 
Allurd them; thence from Cups to civil Broiles. 
At length a Reverend Sire among them came, 
And ofthir doings great diflike declar'd, 
And teftifi'd againft thir wayes; hee oft 
Frequented thir Affemblies, wherefo met, 
Triumphs 
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Triumphs or Feftivals, and to them preachd 
Converfion and Repentance, as to Souls 
In prifon under Judgements imminent ." 
But ail in vain : which when he faw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his Tents farr off ; 
Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall, 
Began to build a Veffel of huge bulk, 
Meafur'd by Cubit, length, & breadth, and highth, 
Smeard round with Pitch, and in the ride adore 
Contriv'd, and of provifions laid in large 
For Man and Beaft : when loe a wonder ftrange 
Ofeverie Beaft, and Bird, and InfeCt finall 
Came feavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught 
Thir order ; laft the Sire, and his three Sons 
With thir four Wives;and God ruade fait the dore. 
Vleanwhile theSouthxvind rofe,& with black wings 
çVide hovering,all the Clouds together drove 
Fro-m under Htav'n ; the Hills to their fupplie 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moift, 
Sent up amain ; and now the thick'nd Skie 
Like a dark Ceeling ftood ; down rufh'd the Rain 
Impetuous, and continu'd till the Earth 
No more was feen; the floating VettC fwum 
0plifted ; and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o're the Waves, all dwellings elle 
Flood overwhelmd,and them with ail thir pomp 
Deep under water rould ; Sea cover'd Sea, 
thir Palaces 
Sea without fhoar ; and in 
 'd 
Where luxurie late regn , Sea-monfters whelp'd 
And ftabl'd ; of Mankind, fo numerous late, 
Ail left, in one fmall bottol'n fwum imbark't. 
How didft thou grieve then, .C,tare, to behold 
R r z The 
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Thê end if all thy Ofspring, end fo lad, 
Depopulation; thee another Floud, 
Oftears and forrow a Floud thee alfo drown'd, 
And funk thee as thy Sons ; till gently reard 
By th' Angel, on thy feet thou PtoodPt at laPt, 
Though comfortlefs, as when a Father mourns 
His Childern, all in view def[royd at once ; 
And fcarce to th' Angel utterdPt thus thy plaint. 
O Vifions iii forefeen ! better had I 
Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part ofevil onely, each dayes lot 
Anough to bear ; thofe now, that were difpenPt 
The burd'n of many Ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth 
Abortive, t o torment me ere thir being, 
With thought that they muPt be. Let no man feek 
Henceforth to be foretold what lhall befall 
Him or his Children, evil he may be fure, 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 
And hee the future evil flaall no lefs 
In apprehenfion then in fubPtance feel 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is pat't, 
Man is not whom to warne : thofe few efcap't 
Famin and anguith will at laft confume 
Wandring that watrie Defert : I had hope 
When violence was ceas't, and Warr on Earth, 
Ail would have then gon well, peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man; (crownd 
But I was farr deceav'd; for now I fee 
Peace to corrupt no lefs then Warr to waPte. 
How cornes it thus ? unfould, Celeftial Guide, 
And whether here the Race of man will end. 

To 
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To whom thusMichaeLThofe whom laft thou fawf 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firf feen in a&s of prowefs eminent 
And great exploits, but of true vertu void ; 
Who having fpilt much blood,and don much wafe 
Subduing Nations, and achievd thereby 
Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change thir courre to pleafure,eafe, and floth, 
Surfet, and luf, till wantonnefs and pride 
Raire out of friendihip hoftil deeds in Peace. 
The conquerd alfo, and enflav'd by Warr 
Shall with thir freedom loft all vertu loofe 
And feare of God, from wbom thir pietie feign'd 
,In tharp conteft of Battel round no aide 
Againf invaders ; therefore coold in zeale 
Thenceforth thall pracîice how to lire fecure, 
i Worldlie or diffolute, on what thir Lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy ; for th' Earth ihall bear 
More then anough, that temperance may be tri'd: 
So all fhall turn degenerate, all deprav'd, 
Jufice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot ; 
One Man except, the onely Son of light 
i ln a dark Age, againçt example good, 
Againçt allurement, cuçtom, and a World 
', OtFended ; fearlefs of reproach and fcorn, 
t Or violence, hee ofthir wicked wayes 
Shall them admonifh, and before them let 
The paths of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe, 
And full of peace, ¢lenouncing wrauth to corne 
On thir impenitence ; and fhall returne 
Of them derided, but of God obtrvd 
The onejuf Man alive ; by hiscommand 
Shall 
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Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheldft, 
To fave himfelf and houfhold from amidft 
A World devote to univerfal rack. 
No fooner hee with them of Man and Beaft 
Sele& for life fhall in the Ark be lodg'd, 
And fhelterd round, but all the Catara&s 
Of Heav'n fet open on the Earth fhall powre 
Raine day and night, all fountaines of the Deep 
Broke up, fhall heave the Ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 
Above the higheft Hills : then fhall this Mount 
Of Paradife by might of Waves be moovd 
Out of his place, pufhd by the horned floud, 
With all his verdure fpoil'd, and Frees adrift 
Down the great River to the op'ning Gulf, 
And there take root an lland falt and bare, 
The haunt of Seales and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang. 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No fanc'-titie, if none be thither brought 
By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now what further flaall enfue, behold. 
l-/e lookd, and faw the Ark hull on the floud, 
Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled, 
Drivn by a keen North-winde, that blowing drie 
Wrinkl'd the face of Deluge, as decai'd ; 
And the cleerSun on his wide watrie Glafs 
Gaz'd hot, and ofthe freth Wave largely drew, 
As after thirf, which ruade thir flowing fhrink 
From fanding lake to tripping ebbe, that fole 
With fot foot towards the deep, who now had 
I- is 31uces,as the Heav'n his windows fhut. (Ropt I 
The Ark no more now flotes, but feems on groundl 
FaR 
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FaR on the top of fom high mountain fixt. 

And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer ; 
With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 
Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 
Forthwith froln out the Arke a Raven flies, 
And after him, the fui'er mel]'enger, 
A Dove lent forth once and agen to fpie 
Green Tree or ground whereon his foot inay light ; 
The fecond rime returning, in his Bill 
An Olive leafe he brings, pacific figne : 
Anon drie ground appeers, and from hi Arke 
The ancient Sire defcends with ail his Train ; 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heav'n, over his head beholds 
A dewie Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow 
Confpicuous with three lii'ted colours gay, 
Betok'ning peace from God, and Cov'nant new. 
Whereat the heart of etdam ertt fo lad 
Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 
O thou that future things cançt reprefent 
As prefent, Heav'nly inftruer, I revive 
At this laft fight, affur'd t hat Man fhall lire 
With all the Creatures, and thir feed preferve. 
Farr lefs I now lament for one whole World 
Ofwicked Sons deftroyd, then I rejoyce 
For one Man round fo perft and fojuft, 
That God voutfafes to raire another World 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay,what mean thofe colourd ftreaks in Heavn, 
Diftended as the Brow of God appeas'd, 
IOr ferre they as a flou,ie verge to binde 
IThe fluid skrts ofthat lame watrie Cloud, 
ILeaft it again diffolve and fhowr the Earth ? To 
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To whom th'Archangel. Dextroufly thou aire'ff; 
So willingly doth God remit his Ire, 
Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking dowh he faw 
The whole Earth fill'd with violence, and ail fleth 
Corrupting each thirway ; yet thofe remoov'd, 
. Such grace fhall one juft Man find in his fight, 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 
And makes a Covenant never to deftroy 
The Earth again by flood, nor let the Sea 
Surpafs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World 
With Man therein or Beaft ; but when he brings 
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein let 
His triple-colour'd Bow, whereon to look 
I And call to mind his Cov'nant : Day and Night, 
I Seed timeand Harveft, Heat and hoary Froft 
Shall hold ,thir courre, till tire purge ail things new, 
I Both Heav n and Earth,wherein thejuft fhall dwell. 
I Thus thou haft feen one World begin and end ; 
And Man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 
'Much thou haft yet to fee, but I perceave 
Thy mortal fight to faile ; obje&s divine 
Muft needs impaire and wearie human fenfe : 
Henceforth w.hat is to com I will relate, 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This fecond fourf of Men, while yet but few, 
And while the dread ofjudgement part remains 
Frefh in thir mindes, fearing the Deitie, 
With fome regard to what isjuft and right 
Shall lead thir lives, and multiplie apace, 
Labouring the foile, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Corn wine and oyle ; and from the herd or flock, 
Oft 



Paradifle /off. Book IOo 

Oft facrificing Bullock, Larnb, or Kid, 
With large Wine-offerings pour'd,and facred Feaft 
Shal fpend thir dayes in joy unblam'd, and dwell 
Long tilne in peace by Falnilies and Tribes 
tlnder paternal rule ; till one (hall rire 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 
With fair equalitie, fraternal ttate, 
Will arrogate Dominion undeferv'd 
Over his brethren, and quite difpoffefs 
Concord and law of Nature from the Earth ; 
Hunting (and Men not Beafts (hall be lais gaine) 
With Warr and hofiile fnare fuch as refufe 
Subje6tion to his Empire tyrannous : 
A mightie Hunter thence he (hall be ftyl'd 
Before the Lord, as in defpite of Heav'n, 
:Or from Heav'n claming fecond Sovrantie ; 
And from Rebellion (hall derive his naine, 
Though of Rebellion others he accule. 
Hee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns 
With him or under him to tyrannize, 
Marching from Eden towards the Weft, (hall finde 
The Plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boile out from unde.r ground, the mouth of Hell ;. 
Of Brick, and of that tttlff they caft to build 
A Citie & Towre, whofe top may reach to Heav'n ; 
And get themfelves a name, leaft far ditperft 
In foraign Lands thir memorie be loft, 
Regardlefs whether good or evil lame. 
But God who oft defcends to vifit men 
Hnfeen, and through thir habitations walks 
-Fo mark thir doings, them beholding foon, 
Cornes down to fee thir Citie, ere the Towcr 
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Obftru& Heav'n 'Fowrs, and in derifion rets 
tlpon thir Tongues a various Spirit to rare 
QEite out thir Native Language, and iniOtead 
To tbw ajangling noire ofwords unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rires loud 
Among the Builders ; each to other calls 
Not underfood, tiil hoarfe, and ail in rage, 
As mockt they ftorm; great laughter was in Heav'n 
And looking down, to fee the hubbub iOtrange 
And hear the din ; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confufion nam'd. 
Whereto thus ¢Idam fatherly difpleas'd. 
O execrable Son fo to afpire 
Above his Brethren, to himfelf affuming 
Authoritie ufurpt, front God not giv'n : 
He gave us onely over Beaft, Fith, Fowl 
Dominion abfolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation; but Man over men 
He made hot Lord ; fuch title to himfelf 
Referving, human left from human free. 
But this tlfurper his encroachment proud 
Stayes not on Man ; to God his Tower intends 
Siege and defiance : Wretched man! what food 
. Will he convey up thither to fuffain 
Himfelf and his rafh Armie, where thin Aire 
Above tbe Clou& will pine his entrails grofs, 
And famifh hhn ofBreath, ifnot ofBread ? 
To whom thus iclael. Juftly thou abhorr'ff 
That Son, who on the quiet ttate ofmen 
Such trouble brought, afftcqing to fubdue 
[ Rational Libertie ; yet know withall, 
Since thy original lapfe, true Libertie 
Is 
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Is loti, which alwayes with right Reafon dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reatbn in man obfcur'd, or hot obeyd, 
Immediately inordinate detires 
And upfart Parlions catch the Government 
From Reafian, and to fervitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore flnce hee permits 
Within hilnfelf unworthie Powers to reign 
Over free Reafon, God in Judgelnent juf 
8ubjecs him frona without to violent Lords ; 
Who oft as undefervedly enthrall 
His outward freedom : Tyrannie mur be, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excufe. 
Yet fomtimes Nations will decline fo low 
From vertue, which is reafon, that no wrong, 
But Jufice, and fome fatal curfe annext 
Deprives them ofthir outward libertie, 
Thir inwardlof: Witnefs th' irreverent Son 
Of himwho built the Ark, who for the fhame 
Don to his Father, heard this heavie curfe, 
8ervant of 8ervants, on his vitious Race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former World, 
8till tend from bad to worfe, till God at lait 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among thern, and avert 
His holy Eyes ; refolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes ; 
And one peculiar Nation to fele& 
From ail the ret, ofwhom to b© invok'd, 
A Nation from one faithful man to fpring : 
Him on thi, ride kuphrates yet refiding, 
Bred up in Idol-worflfip ; O that men 
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(Canft thou believe ?) thould be fo ftupid grown, 
While yet the Patriark liv'd,who fcap'd the Flood, 
As to forfake the living God, and fall 
To worihip thirown work in Wood and Stone 
For Gods ! yet him God the mott High voutfafe 
To call by Vifion ri'oto his Fathers houle, 
His kindred and çalfe Gods, into a Land 
Which he will ihew him, and from him will raire 
A mightie Nation, and upon him lhowre 
His benedic'tion lb, that in his Seed 
All Nations flaall be bleft ; hee ftraight obeys, 
Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes : 
II fee him, but thou cantt hot, with what Faith 
l He leaves his Gods, lais Friends, and native Soile 
7..2r of Cbaidaa, pafling now the Vord 
To Haran, after him a cumbrous Train 
Of Herds and Flocks, and numerous fervitude ; 
Not wandring poor, but trutting all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaa, he now attains, I fee his Tents 
Pitcht about 8ecbem, and the neighbouring Plaine 
OfMorela ; there by prolnife he recea'ves 
Giït to his Progenie of all that Land ; 
From Hamatla Northward to the Defert South 
Things by thir names I call,though yet unnam'd) 
Frorn Hermol Eaft to the great Weftern Sea, 
Mount Hermon, yonder Sea, each place behold 
In profpec'-t, as I point them ; on the lhoare 
Mount Carmel; here the double-founted ftream 
)eorda*, true limit Eatiward ; but his Sons 
Shal] dwell to 8e,h', that long ridge of Hills. 
Tlfis ponder, that all Nations ofthe Earth 
Shall 
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8hall in his 8eed be blefld ; by that 8eed 
Is lneant thy great deliverer, who fhall bruire 
The 8erpents head ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier fhall be reveald. This Patriarch bleR, 
Wholn.fidthJùl braham due tine flall call, 
A Son, and of his Son a Grand-childe leaves, 
Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown; 
The Grandchilde with twelve Sons increatt,departs 
From cnaan, to a Land hereafter call'd 
Egypt, divided by the River Nile; 
See where it flows, difgorging at feaven mouthes 
Into the Sea : to fojourn in that Land 
He cornes invited by a yonger Son 
In time of dearth, a Son whofe worthy deeds 
Raire him to be the fecond in that Realme 
Of Pharao ." there he dies, and leaves his Race 
Growing into a Nation, and now grown 
Sufpec"ted to a fequent King, who feeks 
To l'op thir overgrowth, as inmate gueRs 
Too numerous ; whnce of guefts he makes them 
Inhofpitably, and kills thir infant Males : (/laves 
Till by two brethren (thofe two brethren call 
c45q/ès and 4aron) lent from God to claime 
His people frorn enthralment, they return 
With glory and fpoile back to thir promis'd Land. 
But firR the lawlefs Tyrant, who denies 
To know thir God, or meçfage to regard, 
MuR be compelld by Signes and Judgements dire ; 
To blood unflaed the Rivers rnul be turnd, 
Frog, Lice and Flies mur all his Palace fill 
With loath'd intrufion, and fill all the land ; 
His Cartel mul of Rot and Murren die, 
Botches 
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Botches and blaines muft ail his flefh imbofs, 
And ail his people ; Thunder znixt with Haile, 
Haile mixt with tire muft rend th' £gy])tian Skie 
And wheel on th' Earth, devouring where it rouls; 
What it devours not, Herb, or Fruit, or Graine, 
'A darkfom Cloud ot c LocufLs fwarming down 
Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green: 
Darknefs muft overfhadow ail his bounds, 
Palpable darknefs, and blot out three dayes; 
Laft with one nidnight ftroke all the firti-born 
Of £gyD t muft lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
This River-dragon tam'd at length fubmits 
To let his fojourners depart, and oft 
H umbles his ftubborn heart, but ttill as Ice 
More hard'nd after thaw, till in his rage 
Purfuing whom he late difinifsd, the Sea 
Swallows him with his Hoft, but them lets pals 
As on drie land between two chriftal walls, 
Aw'd by the rod of &lofes fo to ftand 
Divided, till his refcu'd gain thir flnoar : 
Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend, 
Though prefent in his Angel, who flnall goe 
Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 
By day a Cloud, by night a pillar of Fire, 
To guide them in thirjourney, and remove 
Behinde them, while th' obdurat King purfues : 
AIl night he will purfue, but his approach 
Darknef.s defends between till morning Watch ; 
Then through the Firey Pillar and the Cloud 
God looking forth will trouble all his Hoft 
And craze thir Chariot wheels : when by comlnand 
Mès once more his potent Rod extends 
Over 
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Over the Sea ; the Sea his Rod obeys ; 
On thir imbattelld ranks the Waves return, 
And overwhelm thir Warr : the Race ele& 
Sale towards cnaan from the fhoar advance 
l'hrough the wi!de Defert, not the readieft way, 
i Leaf entring on the Canaanite allarmd 
Warr terrifie thern inexpert, and feare 
Return them back to Egypt, choofing rather 
Inglorious life with fervitude; for lire 
To noble and ignoble is more fweet 
tlntraind in Armes, where rafhnefs leads not on. 
This alfo fhall they gain by thir delay 
In the wide Wilderne£s, there they fhall found 
Thir government, and thir great Senate choofe 
Through the twelveTribes,to r ule by Laws ordaind: 
God from the Mount of 8inaL whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he de£cending, will him£elf 
InThunderLightning and loud Trumpets £ound 
Ordaine them Lawes ; part fuch as appertaine 
To civil Juffice, part religious Rites 
Of £acrifice, informing them, by types 
And fhadowes, of that def[ind 8eed to brui£e 
The Serpent, by what meanes he fhall achieve 
Mankinds deliverance. But the voice of God 
To mortal eare is dreadful ; they befeech 
That Mo]ês might report to them his will, 
And tCrÙr ceafe ; he grants them thir defire, 
Inftru&ed that to God is no accefs 
Without Mediator, whofe high Office now 
MoJès in figure beares, to introduce 
One greater, of whofe day he fhall foretell, 
And all the Prophets in thir Age the times 
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Of great Me.ffiah fhall ring. Thus Laws and Rites 
Eftablifht, fuch delight hath God in Men 
Obedient to his will, that he voutfafes 
Among them to let up his Tabernacle, 
The holy One with mortal Men to dwell ." 
By his prefcript a San&uary is fram'd 
Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein 
An Ark, and in the Ark his Tettimony, 
The Records of his Cov'nant, over thefn 
A Mercie-feat of Gold between the wings 
Oftwo bright Cherubim, before him burn 
Seaven Lamps as in a zodiac reprefenting 
The Heav'nly rires ; over the Tent a Cloud 
8hall reft by Day, a fierie gleame by Night, 
8ave when theyjournie, and at length they corne, 
Condu&ed by his Angel to the Land 
Promisd to ,4brabam and his Seed : the reft " 
Were long to tell, how many Battels fought, 
How many Kings deftroyd, and Kingdoms won, 
Or how the Sun fhall in mid Heav'n ftand ftill 
A day entire, and Nights due courre adjourne, 
Mans voice commanding, Sun in Gibeoi ftand, 
And thou Moon in the vale of Iia/on, 
Till lfrael overcome ; fo call the third 
From Ibraham, Son of lfaac, and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus flaall canaan win. 
Here ,4data interpos'd. O fent from Heav'n, 
Enlightner of my darknefs, gracious things 
Thou haft reveald, thofe chiefly which concerne 
Juft Ibraham and his Seed : now firft I finde 
Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much eas'd, 
Erwhile perplext with thoughts what xvould becom 
Of 
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Of mee and ail Mankind ; but now I fee 
His day, in whom ail Nations lhall be blett, 
Favour unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidd'n knowledge by forbidd'n means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to thofe 
Among whom God will deigne to dwell on Earth 
So many and fo various Laws are giv'n ; 
So many Laws argue fo many tins 
Among them ; how can God with fich refide ? 
To whom thus Micbael. Doubt not but that fin' 
Will reign among them, as ofthee begot ; 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 
Thir natural pravitie, by ttirring up 
Sin againFt Law to fight ; that when they fee 
Law can difcoverfin, but not remove, 
Save by thofe Ihadowie expiations weak, 
The bloud of Bulls and Goats, they mav conclude 
Some bloud more precious rouit be paki for Man, 
jutt for unjutt, that in fuch righteoufnet 
To them by Faith imputed, they may finde 
Juttification towards God, and peace 
OfConfcience, which the Law by Ceremonies 
Cannot appeafe, nor Man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot lire. 
So Law appears imperfet, and but giv'n 
With purpofe to refign them in full time 
llp to a better Cov'nant, difciplin'd 
From Ihadowie Types to Tru th,from FleIh to Spi rit, 
From impofition of ftrie'-t Laws, to free 
Acceptance of large Grace, from fervil fear 
To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. / 
And therefore lhall not Mo]ès, though of God 
"I: t Highly 
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Highly belov'd, being but the Minitter 
Of Law, his people into Canaan lead ; 
But ".ïo./hua whom the Gentiles f/'us call, 
His Naine and Office bearing, who flaall quell 
The adverfarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wildernefs long wanderd man 
Sale to eternal Paradife of tel't. 
Meanwhile they in thir earthly canaan plac't 
Long time fhall dwell and profper, but when fins 
-National interrupt thir public peace, 
Provoking God to raife them enemies : 
From whom as oft he laves them penitent 
By Judges firfL then under Kings ; of whom 
The fecond, both for pietie renownd 
And puiflànt deeds, a promife flaall receive 
Irrevocable, that his Regal Throne 
For ever fhall endure ; the like flaall ring 
Ail Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 
Of David (fo I name this King) fhall rire 
A Son, the Womans Seed to thee foretold, 
Foretold to 4braham, as in whom fhall truft 
AI1 Nations, and to Kings foretold, of Kings 
"Fhe lai't, for of his Reign fhall be no end. 
But firft a long fucceffion muft.enfue, 
And his next Son for Wealth and Wifdom fam'd, 
The clouded Ark ofGod till then in Tents 
Wandring, fhall in'a glorious Temple enfhrine. 
Such follow hina, as fhall be regifterd 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcrowl¢, 
Whofe foul Idolatries, and other faults 
Heapt to the popular futaine, will fo incenfe 
God, as to leave them, and expofe thir Land, 
Thir 
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Thir Citie, his Temple, and his holy Ark 
With ail his facred things, a fcorn and prey 
To that proud Citie, whofe high Walls thou faw't 
Left in confufion, Babylon thence call'd. 
There in captivitie he lets them dwell 
The fpace of feventie years,then brings theln back, 
Remembring mercie, and his Cov'nant t\vorn 
To David, ftablifht as the dayes of Heav'n. 
Returnd from Ba.ylon by leave of Kings 
Thir Lords, whom God difpos'd, the hout ofGod ,.r, 
They firft re-edifie, and for a while 
In mean errate live moderate, till grown 
In wealth and multitude, fa&ious they grow ; 
But firft among tbe Priefts difl'enfion fptings, 
Men who attend the Altar, and |hould mort 
Endeavour Peace : thir ftrife pollution brings 
ttpon the Temple it felf: at laft they feife 
The Scepter, and regard not Davids Sons, 
Then loofe it to a ftranger, that the true 
iAnointed King ie.ffiab might be born 
iBarr'd of his right ; yet at his Birth a Starr 
!tlnfeen before in Heav'n proclaims him coin, 
And guides the Eaftern Sages, who enquire 
His place, to off.er lncenfe, Myrrh, and Gold ; 
i His place ofbirth a folemn Angel tells 
To fimp!e Shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 
They gladly thither halte, and by a Q.9_ire 
Offquadrond Angels hear his Carol fung. 
A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 
The Power of the mot H'igh ; he lhall afcend ,6oi 
The Throne hereditarie, and bound hls Relgn , 
W ith earths wide bounds, his lory w ith the Heav ns. 
g He! 
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He ceas'd, difcerning Idam with fuch joy 
Surcharg'd, as had like griefbin dew'd in tears, 
Without the vent ofwords, which thefe he breathd. 
O Prophet of glad tidings, finifher 
()futmof/ hope ! now clear I underfland 
What oit my fleddiefl thoughts have fearcht in 
Wh), our great expe&ation lhould be call'd (vain, 
The feed ofWoman : Virgin Mother, Haile, 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my Loynes 
Thou l'halt proceed, and from thy Wornb the Son 
Of God mofl: High ; So God with man unites. 
Needs nufl the Serpent now his capital bruire 
Expe& with rnortal paine : fay where and when 
Thir fight, what flroke l'hall bruire the Vi&ors heel. 
To whom thus Mi«haeL Dream not ofthir fight, 
As ofaDuel, or the local wounds 
Ofhead or heel : not thereforejoynes the Son 
Manhood to God-head, with more flrength to foil 
Thy enemie; nor fo is overcome 
8atan, whofe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruire, 
Difabl'd not to give thee thy deaths wound : 
Which hee, who cornes thy Saviour, fhall recure, 
Not by deflroying 8atan, but his works 
In thee and in thy Seed : nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling that which thou didfl want, 
Obedience to the Law ofGod, impos'd 
On penaltie of death, and fuffering death, 
The penaltie to thy tranfgreffion due, 
And due to theirs which out ofthine will grow: 
So onely can high Jufice refl appaid. 
The Law of God exa& he thall fulfill 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone 



Paradife /off. Book io. 

Alone fulfill the Law ; thy puniflament 
He thall endure by coming in the Flelh 
To a reproachful life and curfed death, 
Proclaming Life to ail who lhall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits 
-Fo lave them, not thir own, though legal works. 
For this he flaall lire hated, be blafphem'd, 
8eis'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemnd 
A thameful and accurft, naild to the Crofs 
By his own Nation, flaine for bringing Life ; 
But to the Crofs he nailes thy Enemies, 
The Law that is againlt thee, and the fins 
Ofall mankinde, with him there crucifi'd, 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trutt 
In this his fatisfa&ion ; fo he dies, 
But foon revives, Death over him no power 
!8hall long ufurp; ere the third dawning light 
Returne, the Starres ofMorn fhall fee him rire 
Out of his grave, frefla as the dawning light, 
Thy rantim paid, which Man from death redeem», 
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life 
Negle& not, and the benefit imbrace 
By Faith not void ofworkes : this God-like a& 
Annuls thy doom, thedeath thou flaouldtt have dy'd, 
In fin for ever lolt from life; this a& 
8hall bruire the head of 8atan, crufla his ltrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine arme», 
And fix farr deeper in his head thir ttings 
Then temporal death flaall bruife the Vi&or» heel, 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like fleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal Life. 
iNTor 
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Nor after refurre&ion /hall he ffay 
Longer on larth then certaine times to appeer 
To his Difciples, Men who in his Lire 
33 o Still follow'd him ; to them/hall leave in charge 
To each ail nations what of him they learn'd 
And his Salvation, them who/hall beleeve 
Baptizing in the profluent ffreame, the figne - 
Of wa/hing them frona guilt of tin to Life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if fo befall, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. 
Ail Nations they fhall teach ; for from that day 
Not onely to the Sonsof ¢brabams Loines 
Salvation/hall be Preacht, but to the Sons 
.34o Of Ibrataams Faith wherever through the world ; 
So in his feed ail Nations/hall be blett. 
Then to the Heav'n ofHeav'ns he/hall afcend 
With vi&ory, triumphing through the aire 
Over his foes and thine ; there/hall furprife 
The Serpent, Prince of aire, and drag in Chaines 
Through ail his realme,& there confounded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
i His Seat at Gods right h,and, exalted high 
I Above ail names in Heav n ; and thence lhall corne, 
.35oIWhen this worlds diflblution thall be ripe, 
I With glory and power tojudge both quick & dead, 
To judge tb' unfaiththl dead, but to reward 
i His faithful, and receave them into blifs, 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth, tbr then the Earth 
, Shall ail be Paradi£e, far happier place 
Then this of Eden, and far happier daies. 
So fpak¢ th' ArchangelMichael, then paus'd, 
As at the Worlds great period ; and out Sire 
Replete, 



Paradife loti. Book o. 

Replete withjoy and wonder thus repli'd. 
O goodnefs infinite, goodnefs immenfe ! t 36o 
That all this good ofevil fhall produce, 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 
Then that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs ! full of doubt I ftand, 
Whether I fhould repent me now of fin 
By mee done and occafiond, or rejoyce 
Much more, that much more good thereof fhall 
To God more glory,more good will toMen(fpring, 
From God, and over wrauth grace fhall abound. 
But fay, if our deliverer up to Heav'n t37o 
Muft reafcend, what will betide the few 
His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth ; who then fhall guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deale 
Worfwith his followers then with him they dealt ? 
Be fure they will,faid th' Angel; but from Heav'n 
Hee to his own a Comforter will fend, 
The promife ofthe Father, who fhall dwdl 
His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love, upon thir hearts fhall write, i38o 
iTo Kuide them in ail truth, and alfo arme 
With fpiritual Armour, able to refiR 
8atans affaults, and quench his fierie darts, 
What Man can do againft them, hot affraid, 
Though to the death, againft fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompenc't, 
And oft fupported fo as fhall amaze I 
Thir proudeft perfecuters : for the Spirit 
Powrd firPt on his ApoPdes, whom he rends 
To evangelize the Nations, then on ail , 
Baptiz'd, 1  390 
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Baptiz'd, flaall them with wondrous gifts endue 
To fpeak ail Tongues, and do ail Miracles, 
As did thir Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great nurnbers of each Nation to receave 
Withjoy the tidings brought fromHeav'n: at length 
Thir Miniry perform'd, and race well run, 
Thir doOcrine and thir ftory written left, 
They die ; but in thir room, as they forewarne, 
Wolves flaall fucceed for teachers,grievousWolves, 
Who all the facred myfteries of Heav'n 
To thir own vile advantages flaall turne 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 
With fuper9titions and traditions taint, 
Left onely in thofe written Records pure, 
Though not but by the Spirit undertood. 
Then flaall they feek to avail themfeives of names, 
Places and titles, and with thefe to joine 
Secular power, though feigning 9till to a& 
By fpiritual, to themfelves appropriating 
The Spirit ofGod, promisd alike and giv'n 
To ail Beleevers ; and from that pretenfe, 
Spiritual Lawes by carnal power flaall force 
On every confcience ; Laws which none flaall finde 
Left them inrould, or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it felf, and binde 
His confort Libertie ; what, but unbuild 
His living Temples, built by Faith to fand, 
Thir own Faith not anothers : for on Earth 
Who againf Faith and Confcience can be heard 
Infallible ? yet many will prefume : 
Whence heavie perfecution thall arife 
On 
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On ail who in the worfhip perfevere 
Of Spirit and Truth ; the reft, farr greater part, 
Will deem in outward Rites and tpecious formes 
Religion fatisfi'd ; Truth flaall retire 
Beftuck with flandrous darts, and works of Faith 
Rarely be found : fo flaall the World goe on, 
To good malignant, to bad men benigne, 
tlnder her own waight groaning, till the day 
Appeer of refpiration to the juft, 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Ofhim fo lately promifs'd to thy aid, 
The Womans feed, obfcurely then foretold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Laft in the Clouds from Heav'n to be reveald 
In glory ofthe Father, to diffolve 
.8atan with his perverted World, then rait 
From the conflagrant mafs, purg'd and refin'd, 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, Ages of endlefs date 
Founded in righteoufnefs and peace and love, 
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Blifs. 
He ended ; and thus Idam laf reply'd. 
How foon hath thy predi6tion, Seer blefl, 
Meafur'd this tranfient World, the Race of time, 
,Till time fand fixt : beyond is ail abyfs, 
Eternitie, whofe end no eye can reach. 
Greatly inftrucîed I lhall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace ofthought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vefll can containe ; 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire. 
Henceforth I learne, that to obey is beft, 
And love with feare the onely God, to walk 
As in his prefence, ever to obferve 
V v His 
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kIis providence, and on him foie depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by fmall 
Accomplifhing great things, by things deemd weak 
Subverting worldly llrong, and worldly wife 
13y fimply meek ; that fuffering for Truths fake 
ls fortitude to highell viorie, 
And to the faithful Death the Gare of Life; 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blell. 
To whom thus altb th' Angel lall repli'd : 
This having learnt, thou hall attaind the fumme 
Of wifdom ; hope no higher, though ail the Starrs 
Thou knewft by name, and ail th' ethereal Powers, 
Ail fecrets of the deep, ail Natures works, 
Or works of God in Heav'n, Air, Earth, orSea, 
And ail the riches of this World enjoydll, 
And ail the rule, one Empire; onely add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add Faith, 
Add Vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 
By naine to come call'd Charitie, the foui 
Of ail the rell : then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradife, but fhalt poffefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier farr. 
Let us defcend now therefore from this top 
Of Speculation ; for the hour precife 
Exas our parting hence ; and fee the Guards, 
By mee encampt on yonder Hill, expe6t 
Thir motion, at whofe Front a flaming Sword, 
In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round ; 
We may no longer llay : go, waken Eve; 
Her alfo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 
Portending 
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Portending good, and all her fpirits compos'd 
To meek fubmiffion : thou at feafon fit 
Let herwith thee partake what thou hait heard, 
Chiefly what may concern her Faith to know, 
The great deliverance by her Seed to corne 
(For by the Womans Seed) on all Mankind. 
That ye may live, which will be many dayes, 
Both in one Faith unanimous though lad, 
With caufe for evils part, yet much more cheer'd  
With meditation on the happie end. 
He ended, and they both defcend the Hill ; 
Defcended, .,¢dam to the Bowre where Eve 
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak't ; 
And thus with words not lad flae him receav'd. 
Whence thou returnft,& whither wentft, I know ; 
For God is alfo in fleep, and Dreams advife, 
Which he hath lent propitious, fome great good 
Prefaging, rince with forrow and hearts diftrefs 
VVearied I fell afleep : but now lead on ; 
In mee is no delay ; with thee to goe, 
Is to ftay here ; without thee here to ftay, " 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to mee 
Art all things under Heav'n, ail places thou, 
VVho for my wilful crime art banifht hence. 
This further confolation yet fecure 
I carry hence ; though ail by mee is loft, 
Such favour I unworthie am voutfaft, 
By mee the Promis'd Seed lhall ail reftore. 
So fpake our Mother Eve, and ,4data heard 
VVell pleas'd, but anfwer'd not ; for now too nigh 
Th' ArchangeI ftood, and from the other Hill 
To thir fixt Station, ail in bright array 
The 
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The Cherubim defcended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as Ev'ning Mil 
Ris'n from a River o're the marifh glides, 
And gathers ground far at the Labourers heel 
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc't, 
The brandifht Sword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a Cornet ; which with torrid heat, 
And vapour as the Lilyan Air adut, 
Began to parch that telnperate Clime ; whereat 
In either hand the haning Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents, and to th' Eaern Gate 
Led them dire&, and down the Cliff as fa 
To the fubjec"ted Plaine ; then difappeer'd. 
Thev looking back, ail th' Eaern ride beheld 
Ofl6aradife, fo late thir happie feat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming Brand, the Gate 
With dreadful Faces throng'd and fierie Armes : 
Som natural tears they drop'd, but wip'd them foon; 
The World was all before them, where to choofe 
Thir place ofre, and Providence thir guide : 
They hand in hand with wandring qeps and flow, 
Through Eden took thir folitarie way. 

THE END. 



